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Across Generations 
A local club reaches across decades in the lives of local families. By tiffany smith

 700
number of  
members (300 girls  
and 400 boys)

 6–18 
age of club  
members 
  40 
number of  
schools members  
attend (including  
all 15 newton  
elementary  
schools)

 $850,000 
club’s annual budget 

 $125 
annual membership 
dues, per family 
 

 136 
families who receive 
scholarships

 $30,000 
annual scholarship 
awards  

 25,000 
square footage of 
the club building 

 40% 
members from  
minority groups 

 134 
fans on facebook 

The Boys 
& girls 
CluB of 
NewToN  
By The 
NumBers

Vanessa Battista laughs when she remem-
bers one special moment this past summer. 
Having just learned she had been named 
Youth of the Year by the John M. Barry Boys & 
Girls Club of Newton, she describes being “out 
of her mind” with joy—while her mother cried. 
For the Battista family, the honor was not 
simply an item to list on a college application: 
this award affirmed a family legacy. 

Vanessa’s parents, Frank and Elizabeth, first 
met at the club in 1982. That year Frank himself 
was named Youth of the Year. It is the club’s 
highest honor, bestowed on the member who 
best exemplifies character, leadership, athleti-
cism, and concern for others. This year, staffers 
nominated three club members, who submitted 
essays and made presentations to a panel of 
judges about what the club has meant to them.

“The judging process was not easy,” recalls 
Terri M. Petrunyak, the marketing and com-
munity affairs team leader at Whole Foods 
Market in Newtonville, one of the club’s many 
sponsors. “Each one of the nominees had such 
an amazing story to tell.” 

Vanessa, a junior at Newton North High 
School, has been a club member since she was 
six years old. She contributes her time back to 
the club, by manning the clock during basket-

David B. Cohen, former newton alderman (1972–1979), state representative (1979–1998), and 
mayor of the city of newton (1998–2008). Paul h. guzzi, president and ceo of the greater 
boston chamber of commerce. linda leary, vice president, group operations manager at 
bank of america. scott lennon, president of the newton board of aldermen. gino lucchetti, 
deputy fire chief of the city of newton. gary vitti, assistant vice president at village bank.

 memBershiP has iTs Privileges
notaBle alumni.

all smiles  
John m. barry boys 
& girls club of 
newton’s youth 
of the year winner 
vanessa battista.

NLON11_VGiving.indd   36 9/2/11   12:26:18 PM



The Boys & Girls Club of Newton dates back 
to 1890, when it was founded as the Nonantum 
Athletic Association. It joined the Boys Clubs 
of America in 1953. The club became fully 
coeducational in 1986 and a few years later, 
along with the national organization, changed 
its name to the Boys & Girls Club. In 1999, it was 
renamed in honor of John M. Barry, a Newton 
businessman and two-term president of the 
club. During his second term, when the club’s 
new facilities were halfway to completion, Barry 
was diagnosed with leukemia. He did not live 
to see the club move into its new home. Today, 
a portrait of Barry hangs in the lobby, watching 
over the young people who come looking for a 
safe place to learn and grow.

The Club 
The Boys & Girls Club— 
a brief history.

ball games and teaching dance classes. 
“The Club is my second home,” she 
wrote in her application essay. “With-
out these wonderful people in my life, I 
don’t know what or where I would be.”

While this year’s ceremony marked 
the first time a second-generation 
member has won the award, it’s not the 
first time the club has reached across 
generations. David Sellers Jr., the club’s 
executive director, is also a second-
generation member. His son Owen 
is a third-generation member. Their 
family’s connection to the club started 
decades ago, when David Sellers Sr. 
joined the club as a youth. He ran the 
club for many years and, in 2000, helped 
usher the club from its former Dalby 
Street location to its $3 million facility 
on Watertown Street. 

David Jr. took over in 2008 when 
his father retired. He speaks proudly of 
watching the current generation of club 
members performing the musical Grease 
and how it reminded him of being an 
apprehensive 13-year-old with a cracking 
voice in a production of the musical years 
ago. “It’s such a pleasure to be here,” he 
says with a grin, “giving kids the same 
opportunities I had growing up.” John M. 
Barry Boys & Girls Club of Newton, 675 
Watertown Street, Newtonville, 617-630-
2066, newtonbgc.com. OCTOBER

1 Homestead Hayfest. Free.  

 Noon-5pm. (Rain date Oct. 2).

1-2 Newton Community Weekend. 

 Free museum admission for  

 city residents. Noon-5pm. 

16 Historic Newton at the Newton 

 Harvest Fair. In Newton Centre. 

 11am-5pm.

23 Digging for Evidence: 

 An Archaeology Family   

 Program. For families with children 

 ages 8 and up. $20 per family 

 ($15 for members). Prepaid  

 registration required. 1pm.

27 Unearthing a Piece of 

 Newton’s Past: Archaeology 

 at the Durant-Kenrick House 

 and Grounds.  Archaeologists 

 will describe discoveries from the  

 2011 excavations. Free. 7:30pm.

Jackson Homestead and Museum . 527 Washington Street . (617) 796-1450 . historicnewton.org

NOVEMBER

5 Burying Grounds Clean-Up. 

 Help tidy up the East Parish Burying  

 Ground at Centre and Cotton 

 streets. Free. 9am-Noon.

5-6 Newton Community Weekend. 

 Free museum admission for city  

 residents. Noon-5pm.

7 Newton’s Revolutionary Roots: 

 The Newton History Series.  

 Lecture. At the Newton Free Library, 

 330 Homer Street.  Free. 7pm.

17  Freedom and States’ Rights:  

 Conflicting Visions of the Civil  

 War in the North and South.  

 Lecture. Free. 7:30pm.  

19 Is “Green” a Historic Paint Color?  

 Hands-on workshop: painting older 

 homes, historic colors, and using  

 “green” products. Co-sponsored  

 by Green Decade/Newton. $30 ($15 

 for members). To register, call (617)  

 965-1995. 1-4pm.

 30 Fourth Annual Newton Historic  

 Preservations Awards. 

 At Boston College Alumni House, 

 825 Centre Street. Please RSVP 

 by Nov. 1. Free. 6:30pm. 

Events

Admissions Open Houses

Sunday, October 30, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Tuesday, December 6, 9:00 – 10:30 AM

www.meadowbrook-ma.org

10 Farm Road, Weston, MA 02493
Tel: 781-894-1193

An independent, co-educational day school serving students 
in grades junior kindergarten through eight.

Come visit Meadowbrook at an Admissions Open House. 
Meet the faculty, tour the campus, and learn more about why 
Meadowbrook is A Child’s Frontier.

THE  MEADOWBROOK  SCHOOL
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