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 Find inspiration. 
Sometimes the hard part is 
simply starting. Think back to 
the best cards you’ve ever 
received. What made them 
stand out from the rest? Were 
they really funny or sentimental? 
For ideas to get you going, visit 
making-greeting-cards.com, or 
buy Papercrafts for Christmas 
($14; amazon.com). You can 
also download inexpensive 
printable card templates at 
scrapbook.com. Need more 
personal help? Check your area 
for seasonal card-making 
classes, or see if Stampin’ Up!, 
a crafting company, offers 
card workshops in a location 
near you (stampinup.com).

Know-how

Personalize your 
season’s greetings 
and have fun 
doing it! 
By Tiffany Smith

Create  
memorable 
holiday cards

Make homemade cards without a lot of effort
Using basic art supplies, you can craft holiday wishes from scratch. 

Easy shortcut!  
Invest in a few simple 
seasonal stamps—try 
stampin.com for lots of 
choices. Stamp a festive 
image onto card stock, 
add a handwritten 
greeting and you’re done.  

Send instant 
cheer

Confetti is a great envelope 
stuffer. Find bags of 

snowflakes and holiday-
themed packages at 
partycheap.com for 

as little as $1.
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 Use good paper. Pick 
up blank cards (you can find 
them for about 50 cents each) or 
basic card stock at a local craft 
store or online at paper-source 
.com. If your paper is too thin, 
the card will be flimsy. If you 
want to go green, buy recycled 
paper, which most office-supply 
stores now carry. Don’t forget  
to pick up a box of bulk 
envelopes, too. 

 Gather inexpensive 
supplies. It’s likely you already 
have card-making tools on hand: 
glue, a paper cutter and colored 
pencils. Add embellishments, like 
leftover wrapping paper, fabric 
or ribbon; even brown paper 
bags or aluminum foil can be 
recycled onto cards. Drag out old 
Christmas cards and cut out 
seasonal images. Enlist your kids 
to decorate envelopes with 
drawings and stickers to add a 
creative touch. For a fragrant 
surprise, toss in a few pine 
needles. 

 Fake it. Don’t have 
enough time to make cards from 
scratch but love the homemade 

look? Browse through unique 
cards created by crafters at etsy.
com or emelegifts.com, all for 
sale at very reasonable prices. 



Know-how

 Turn photos into files. 
Link your digital camera to a  
computer to transfer photos to your 
hard drive (if you don’t have a 
digital camera, have your film 
digitized and saved onto a disk 
when you drop it off for 
processing). Then upload your 
images to a Web site like 
kodakgallery.com, shutterfly 
.com or tinyprints.com. Most sites 
let you put up to nine images on a 

card and then ship you the finished 
product. Prices vary, but these 
photo cards cost about the same 

as standard greeting cards.  

 Use a photo kiosk. If 
you’d rather not wait to get your 
cards in the mail, most pharmacies 
and discount stores have Kodak or 
other photo kiosks that can create 
seasonal cards on the spot. Just 
insert your photo disk or flash card 

and type in a greeting, and the 
cards print in minutes. 

 Be yourself. Make a card 
your own with images that reflect 
who you are. Find your silliest 
family vacation shot, make a 
collage of everyone’s baby pictures 
or scan your children’s best 
artwork. Or for a visual version of 
the family newsletter, select several 
shots from throughout the year to 

turn the card into your family’s 

“year in pictures.” 

Save time by going online
Make unique photo cards with a few clicks of a mouse—and absolutely no glue.

Easy shortcut!  
If you waited too long to 
send out cards, cardstore.com 
and shutterfly.com can print, 
address, stamp and mail 
photo cards for the price of 
the card and postage. 

Pare down your 
holiday-card list
If the number of friends and 
family members who receive your 
season’s greetings is dauntingly 
large, make it manageable with 
these tips. 

Postpone it
if your season is too  

busy, use the days after  
the holiday to create and 

send new Year’s cards,  
or pick another special  

day that has meaning to 
your family.
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1Use the two-year rule. If a 
friend or relative hasn’t 

reciprocated with a note or card in 
two seasons, eliminate him from the 
list. You can always add him back 
on next year or send a last-minute 
greeting if you do hear from him. 

2Choose your nearest and 
dearest. Does your best friend’s 

aunt who befriended you when you 
were 13-years-old really need a 
holiday card from you? Narrow the 
list to close friends and relatives.

3Send only to out-of-towners. 
Since you probably see local 

buddies and relatives frequently,  
a card may be unnecessary.  
Trim down the list to include only 
the people you don’t visit on a 
regular basis. 
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Bookmark these 
card resources

Use these Web sites as a starting place 
to create memorable greetings. 

 Make your own. 
Create an e-card or a 
newsletter using Microsoft 
Word. Insert digital photos or 
holiday clip art into a 
document, save it and e-mail 
it to everyone on your list. 
Find a free template by typing  
“family Christmas newsletter” 
in the search window at 
office.microsoft.com. Or scan 
a handwritten message and 
add it for a personal touch. 
Send out e-cards at least a 
week before Christmas—
many people don’t check  
e-mail during vacations.

 Show and tell. 
Creating a family video is 
definitely a project, but it’s 
also a fun and engaging way 
to show off growing kids and 
get dramatic as you reenact 
silly things that happened 
during the year. If you’re 
camera shy, make a short 
video of your family singing a 
Christmas carol or simply 
wishing everyone a happy 
holiday. Then post the video 
on YouTube and send the link 
to everyone on your list. Find 
tips for shooting a great video 
at videoguys.com/family.html.

Think outside the envelope
Help the environment by e-mailing electronic greetings.

Easy shortcut!  
Scrambling to send  
e-cards to a big group? At 
most of the free premade 
e-card sites, you can send 
the same greeting to up 
to 100 people. Keep the 
card header general but 
warm (try: “To my close 
friend” or “For my dear 
neighbor”) so the 
recipients will still feel 
special. If you want, type 
e-mail addresses in the 
BCC field.   

I used to send 
out picture 
cards, but now 
I create a DVD 

slideshow of 
pictures set to music showing 
our year. Friends and family love 
to see what we’ve done and 
how the kids have changed. It’s 
also a nice thing to have for 
myself because in 20 years I’ll 
be able to watch them all and 
see what we did each year!

—Renee Bishop, 32,  
Birch Run, Mich. 

Add a fun touch to this year’s card  
with these reader suggestions

Reality 
Checked

 

 Download templates. get 
started with the cards at 

scrapbook.com — they’re only 99 cents 
each and you can print as many copies 
as you need.

 Shop for ideas. For 
inspiration, browse through the 

cards at making-greeting-cards.com.

 Find the right words. go to 
noteworthynotes.com/holiday-

card-wording.asp for fresh holiday 
greetings or visit thinkexist.com for a list 
of seasonal quotes. 

 Create green cards. use 
environmentally-friendly paper 

embedded with wildflower seeds that 
can be planted in the spring 
(greenfieldpaper.com).

 Send a photo card. upload 
your image to a photo Web site 

(kodakgallery.com, shutterfly.com or 
tinyprints.com) and personalize a card; 
they’ll mail you your printed greetings.

  Send free e-cards. save 
money on cards at care2.com, 

egreetings.com, rattlebox.com, moma 
.org and 123greetings.com.

 Subscribe to e-cards. For a 
small fee, send cards year-round 

at bluemountain.com, american 
greetings.com, jacquielawson.com or 
pamelagladding.com.

I try to do 
something 
different every 
year. Once we 

sent distant 
relatives voice-recordable cards 
of us singing “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas!” Another time 
our kids made foam ornaments 
to slip into the cards! If you 
have a baby or small child, you 
can also stamp his footprint on 
or inside the card.

—Julie Smart, 39,  
Jacksonville, Fla.

Cards should 
reflect the 
sender’s 
personality or 

interests. We own 
an auto-sales business, so I look 
for cards with Santa in a car or 
truck. We also like the beach, so 
one year I found a tropical card. 
Since my husband is an avid 
fisherman, this year I’m sending 
cards with Santa sitting in a 
boat fishing!

—Lynn Toler, 51,  
Washington, N.C.
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