
Andrea studied  
with her daughters 
Courtney (left) and 
Lyndsey while she 
was taking classes.

These All You readers are living proof  
that it’s never too late to return to the 
classroom, get a diploma and fulfill  
your dreams

We made it work

May 30, 2008
allyou.com

I did it for my kids
Andrea M. Healy, 37, Paxton, Mass.
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‘I went back to school’

Ididn’t always make the 
best choices when I was 
young. I used to pull into 

the parking lot at my commu-
nity college and say, “I don’t 
want to go today.” I wanted to 
have fun. If I had just followed 
through, my life would have 
been much easier. But I had 
my first daughter at 19 and put 
off school, which set back any 
hope of college graduation.

I had an epiphany about 
three years later, when my 

second daughter was 10 days 
old. I was a single mom and 
sole provider, living paycheck 
to paycheck doing electrical 
assembly work. I realized that 
I was responsible not only for 
my own life but for the imprint 
I would leave on my children 
for years to come. So I decided 
to go to college part-time. I 
crammed as many classes as  
I could into two nights a week 
after work, and somehow I 
made it happen. 
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I realized that I was 
responsible not only for my own 
life but for the imprint I would 
leave on my children.… I decided 
to go to college part-time.

 According to 
2001 figures, more 
women go back to 
school than men for 
adult education 
(such as college 
classes, vocational 
programs and work-
related training). In 
fact, a 1999 report 
found that women 

have had a higher 
participation rate in 
adult ed since 1978. 

 Many women 
taking adult-ed 
courses are moms—
52 percent of 
students have 
children under  
10 years old in their 
household.

 Forty-seven 
percent of those 
attending adult-
education courses 
are married. 

 Surveyed adults 
who had a job in the 
last 12 months were 
more likely to take 
part in adult ed than 
those who hadn’t.

Study up on school stats
Check out some back-to-college facts from  
the U.S. Department of Education.

in the human resources depart-
ment of a construction company, 
and I love it. I deal with  
workers who are going through 
the same things I did, like not 
having enough money or wor-
rying about their children’s 
futures. It’s nice to know at the 
end of the day that I’ve helped 
someone. 

My daughters are now 17  
and 14, and they have learned 
more from my experiences than 
I ever could have hoped. They 
are avid athletes, volunteers in 
our community, student-council 
members and all-around great 
people. My older daughter is 
gung-ho about college and 
knows exactly what she wants. 
It has been so nice to see her 
enthusiasm. Going back to 
school was the best decision 
I could have made for 
my family 
and myself. 

Over the years, my daugh-
ters gave me the fuel to keep 
going. They thought it was 
cool that we all had home-
work. They even helped me 
with some of my assignments! 
One time, I was studying 
weather and they had just 
learned about it in school, so 
they shared a lot of informa-
tion with me. I loved spending 
that time with them. 

I finally got my associate’s 
degree in business administra-
tion in 2004, after 10 years. My 
girls attended my graduation 
ceremony. It was a proud 
moment. The lessons they 
learned by watching me com-
plete that journey are far more 
meaningful than any road-
blocks I encountered along the 
way. I hope my experience has 
taught them the importance of 
a good education, of finishing 
what you have started and of 
knowing you can do and be 
anything you want. 

Since I’ve gotten my degree, 
it’s amazing how new job 
opportunities have opened up. 
I am currently an assistant  
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Enroll in an online university 
Further your education even if you’re strapped  
for time or money.

Online universities offer a 
convenient way to get a degree. 
Ask these four questions before 
you commit to a program.
1  Is the school accredited? 
Check the U.S. Department of 
Education’s list of recognized 
schools at ope.ed 
.gov/accreditation or contact your 
local Better Business Bureau. 
2  What is the tuition? Find out 
up front what the entire cost of 
your degree will be. The 
university should charge you by 
the course, credit or semester, not 
a flat fee for the complete 
degree.
3  What is the typical time commitment? Ask how 
much time you should expect to spend studying and 
completing assignments for each class.
4  How can I get more information? Speak with an 
admissions counselor or faculty member who can tell 
you more about the program. Contact alumni for 
references and feedback.
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I always wanted to be a teacher, but 
I left college when I got married 
and started a family. When I men-

tioned my dream to the principal of 
my kids’ school at a parent-teacher 
organization meeting, she hired me as 
a teacher’s aide, a job I loved. One day, 
she came across information about an 
online school and said, “No more 
excuses.” So at the age of 38, I went 
back to college for my bachelor’s 
degree and teaching certificate. 
Working full-time, going to school 
and taking care of three children was 
hard, but I knew it was for the best. 

Online college was perfect for me—
it’s set up for people who want to go 
to school but don’t have the time to 
devote to sitting in a classroom. I was 
given a syllabus and assignments, and 
I had to read a lot and write a ton of 
papers. I spoke with a mentor every 
two weeks to go over everything. 
Studying on my own was more fun 

than listening to a lecture, and I could 
create my own schedule around the 
demands of my job and parenting. I 
was able to go at my own pace.

I didn’t want my dream of going 
back to school to interfere with my 
kids’ lives, so I managed to stay 
involved with my son’s baseball team, 
my daughter’s volleyball team and my 
daughters’ choir. I sat in my van at 
practices and read or typed up papers. 
I joke that I earned my degree in my 
van with my laptop! I wanted to be out 
there cheering my kids on, but I knew 
that what I was doing was important. 
My whole family was so encouraging, 
constantly telling me not to give up.

Now I am a first-year kindergarten 
teacher. I think what meant the most 
was when my kids told me how proud 
they were of me. I feel better about 
myself knowing I pursued something 
I wanted all my life. It boosted my 
self-esteem 10 times over!

Kelley Savage, 42, Spring, Texas
I got my degree online

Kelley’s 
classroom was 

in her car.
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T he minute I dropped out 
of college and moved 
home because I wasn’t 

interested in my studies, my 
grandfather started in on me. I 
can’t remember a visit when 
Grandpa Pat didn’t say, “Finish 
school; get those letters behind 

your name.” He hated to see 
anybody give up on education. 

Grandpa Pat never finished 
college. When he returned 
home from World War II, he 
planned on being a teacher but 
had to drop out of school to 
support his family. Even when 

he was older, he talked about 
going back. I think that’s why 
he encouraged my entire family 
to make school such a big part 
of our lives. It was because of 
his prodding that my mom and 
my aunts also got their degrees 
later in life. 

I left a good job to pursue my passions
Jennifer Stallsmith, 35, Green Bay, Wisc.

Igraduated college in 1996 and 
ended up in a career I didn’t real-
ly enjoy after a while, even 

though it paid the bills. After 13 
years at a health insurance compa-
ny, I just couldn’t accept that this  
was what I was meant to do with my 
life. I had started out studying 
English in college, and I fantasized 
about going into creative writing, 
editing and publishing, but it was a 
world apart from mine. 

When I started questioning 
whether I could keep doing this for 
another 35 years, my husband said 
he didn’t want to hear me to say 
“woulda, coulda, shoulda” later in 
life. We agreed to tighten our belts 

so I could quit my job and go back 
to school. I returned to my early 
interests and enrolled full-time as an 
English student at our local state 
university. 

I appreciate school so much more 
now than I ever did before. I love 
being back in a creative environ-
ment, and it’s so exciting to do 
something that I feel I was meant to 
do. I am on track to get my under-
grad degree by December 2009, and 
I hope to continue on to get my 
master’s and PhD! I would love to 
write novels and essays, and even 
teach college. The fact that I know I 
can do this for the rest of my life is 
exhilarating. 

Jennifer is 
currently taking 

classes and 
forging a new 
life for herself.
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My grandpa encouraged me  Erin Townsend, 35, Great Falls, Mont.

Erin’s degree 
gave her a sense 

of pride and 
accomplishment. 
And she owes it 

all to her 
grandfather.

So I went to the state univer-
sity and talked to an adviser 
about my interests and discov-
ered that business was right for 
me. I was working full-time, so 
I could fit in only a class or two 
each semester. I would have 
quit if it weren’t for Grandpa’s 
constant encouragement. He 
said that a degree is something 
you’ll have with you for the 
rest of your life, no matter how 
long it takes. I couldn’t let 
him—or myself—down. 

Thirteen years later, I finally 
completed my bachelor of sci-
ence in business technology. 
Grandpa didn’t live to see me 
earn my letters, but I know he’s 
proud of me. When I got my 
diploma, I went to the cemetery 
and told him how grateful I was. 

Now I have a job as a com-
mercial loan officer and I love 
it. I’m also on a mission to 
make sure my 13-year-old step-
daughter goes to college. If she 
gets her degree, the circle will be 
complete. I recently took her to 
a college football game—that 
lit a fire! I hope I can effect 
change in her life like Grandpa 
Pat did in mine. 


