U.S. History Syllabus
Course Description:
This course covers the discovery, development, and growth of the United States. Major topics include; American
Indian cultures, European colonization of the Americas, and the causes and effects of the American Revolution.
Geographical, economic, and political factors are explored as the key factors in the growth of the United States of
America. U.S. History is a survey of the struggle to build the United States of America from the colonial period to
the beginning of the twentieth century. By means of reading, analyzing, and applying historical data, students
come to appreciate the forces that shaped our history and character as an American people. Not only are the
topics of American history discussed, but students also explore research methods and determine accurate sources
of data from the past. Knowing the facts and dates of history are just the beginning: each student must understand
how history affects him or her.
U.S. History also includes a study of American life before the 1929 Stock Market crash and how the Roaring
Twenties influenced society in the late 19th through early 20th centuries. Students will examine the causes and
consequences of the Great Depression and move on into a detailed study of World War II with an emphasis on
America’s role in the conflict. The course continues with an analysis of the Cold War struggle and America’s rise as
a superpower. The Civil Rights and Women’s rights movements, pollution and the environment, and American
domestic and foreign policy will be examined. The course wraps up with a summary of current events and issues,
including a study of the Middle East. This course begins with an assessment of life in United States pre-World War I
and ends with the conflicts of the new millennium. Students look at the nation in terms of economic, social, and
political trends. The experiences of the last century are summarized, including a look into the civil rights issues that
have embroiled the nation in conflict. The development of the United States of America into a superpower is
explored within a global context.

Additional Materials Required: none
Student-Teacher Conferences:
Office Hours. Students can schedule up to three (3) Student-Teacher Conference over the duration of the
course. These meetings are optional, and attendance will not affect your grade.
To schedule an office hour with your teacher to please visit the Student Resources page on waonline.org.

Washington Academy Grading Scale:
A = 100 - 93
B = 92 - 85
C = 84 - 76
D = 75 - 70
F = 69 or less

Coursework Overview
o

ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are completed by the student through fillable PDFs which they can fill-out, save to computer,
then upload to in the Learning Management System. Assignments are typically found throughout the
course(s) and can be opened by clicking the “Activity” button when prompted to do so. Assignments will be
graded by your teacher.

o

ASSESSMENTS

Assessments, or Quizzes, are predominately computer graded and will test your knowledge of the content of
each Section upon completion.
o

EXAMS

At the end of each Unit, Semester and the Course, you will need to complete an Exam.
o

PARTICPATION

Participation grade is determined upon the completion of the “End of Course Survey.” Participation in
Discussion boards or Office hours does NOT affect your grade.

