
The Full Team 
 

Philo Alto (李家仁)   
Founder & CEO 

Philo is an ex-investment banker (Goldman Sachs and Citigroup) who is 

passionate about doing good while doing well. He is the founder and CEO 

of Asia Value Advisors, a Hong Kong-based philanthropy and leadership 

advisory platform that seeks to inform, inspire and engage individuals and 

organizations to create sustainable impact. 

  

In 2013, he co-founded Asia Community Ventures, a non-profit 

organization that hosted an Impact Investing Forum in Hong Kong  

alongside The Rockefeller Foundation. He co-authored two reports: “Mind 

the Gap: Lessons and Findings from EngageHK" (August 2013) and 

"Adopting the London Principles: Policy Considerations to Grow Impact 

Investing in Hong Kong" (July 2014). 

  

In November 2014, Philo convened an inaugural Foundation Philanthropy 

Roundtable in Hong Kong bringing together over 50 foundation leaders as 

well as practitioners to explore what’s next in creating sustainable value. 

  

Philo received his MBA and MPA at Harvard Business School and 

Harvard Kennedy School. He is a board director of the Harvard Club of 

Hong Kong, member of the Impact Investing Policy Collaborative, officer 

of the Harvard Business School Association of Hong Kong, and 

scholarship committee member of the HBS Association of HK Trust Fund 

offering scholarships to HK NGO leaders to study at HBS for the Strategic 

Perspectives of Non-profit Management program.  

  

His views and blogs have been featured in a recent book The Power of 

Impact Investing (authored by Judith Rodin of the Rockefeller 

Foundation), as well as the Economist, Stanford Social Innovation 

Review, Lien Centre for Social Innovation, among others. 

 

  

http://www.asiacommunityventures.org/
http://www.avaforums.com/
http://www.avaforums.com/


Angel Young (楊慧旋)  
Director 

Angel recently joined Asia Value Advisors (AVA) as a Director, leading 

its local market and resource development. 

  

Prior to AVA, Angel was a Vice President at The Nielsen Company with 

twenty-year experience in market research and extensive experience in 

Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) markets / clients across Greater 

China. Angel’s last role at Nielsen was as Six Sigma/Lean Business 

Process Improvement leader for its Greater China businesses. 

  

She was also a client partner for Nielsen's biggest client in Greater China, 

focusing on 360 degree assessment of its business issues and providing 

consultancy around channel / competitive landscape understanding. 

  

At AVA, Angel seeks to leverage her business skills to help organizations 

improve their overall effectiveness in delivering sustainable value. 

  

On a personal front, Angel is involved in various community engagements 

such as the Mentoring Program at The Women Foundation. She also 

volunteers with NGOs such as Kids4Kids, Community Business, and the 

Good Lab. 

  

Angel holds a Bachelor of Arts & Science degree from the University of 

Toronto. 

  



Angie Tang (鄧安琪) 
Senior Advisor 

As AVA Senior Advisor, Angie provides strategic advice on business 

development in philanthropic consulting and tactical direction on 

marketing and communicating the firm's key value propositions. 

  

She is a columnist on U.S. politics and policy toward Asia in The 

Diplomat, the premier current affairs magazine in the Asia Pacific region. 

From 2009 to 2014, Angie served as Executive Director of the Committee 

of 100, a Chinese American leadership organization dedicated to 

advancing U.S. - China relations. Prior to her executive leadership 

position in the non-profit sector, Angie was appointed by President 

George W. Bush to serve as a regional executive of the U.S. Department 

of Labor. 

  

Before joining the federal government, Angie was a cabinet official in the 

administration of Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani. She started her career in 

public affairs as a policy coordinator to New York City Council President 

Andrew Stein. 

  

She was elected Term Member of the Council on Foreign Relations and 

served on the Board of Directors of several non-profit organizations. 

Currently a Trustee of Berkeley College, she is a recipient of several 

leadership awards including the 2013 Above & Beyond Chairperson 

Award from New York's City & State magazine and luxury watchmaker 

Breguet’s recognition for Philanthropy Advancement in 2015. Angie is a 

graduate of Phillips Exeter Academy, Princeton University, and Columbia 

Business School. 

 

Martin Liu (廖瑋浩) 
Project Consultant 

Martin currently works as a project consultant for Asia Value Advisors. 

He began his career in finance, and has always had genuine interests in 

leveraging private sector’s resources to drive social change in order to 

create greater benefits for the society. His professional experience includes 

non-profit, startup and sports development. Previously, he worked for the 

Clinton Foundation in New York, to conduct research and formulate 

scalable solutions in tackling global pressing issues in international 

development. He received his BA degree in Business Economics and 

Public Policy from George Washington University.  

Martin is a former member of the Hong Kong Golf Team, U.S. collegiate 

athlete and NCAA All-American Scholar.  

 



Rebecca Wong (王晓彤) 
Volunteer Consultant 

Rebecca studied Literature, Environmental Studies, and Mandarin 

Chinese at Middlebury College. She has held internship positions at 

Threadneedle Investments, Initiative Development, the World Resources 

Institute, and Snowden Lane Partners. She currently works as an Analyst 

at Snowden Lane’s New York office. Deeply interested in environmental 

issues and Asia, Rebecca is applying to law school this fall and hopes to 

pursue a career in public interest law and/or environmental law. 

 

Timothy Wong (黃尹駿) 
Volunteer Consultant 

Prior to joining Asia Value Advisors, Timothy has worked in the Citic 

Securities as a summer internship and WRG Creative Communication as 

an assistant project manager. As one of the semi-finalists in the Hong 

Kong Social Enterprise Challenge 2015, Timothy is responsible in 

building the social-business model as well as planning various social 

events. This experience has incurred his motivation to join the 

philanthropic industry and his aim is to create social impact and 

contribute in solving different social issues in Hong Kong. 

  

Timothy Wong is currently a student from the Chinese University of 

Hong Kong majoring in Global Business Studies. 

 

 

Enrique Fang 
Volunteer Consultant 

Enrique starts his career in financial industry. He has solid experience in 

prime brokerage operations in Asia emerging markets as well as fixed 

income trading in China inter-bank market. To extend his passion in 

social impact development, Enrique not only proactively acts as a 

project manager at Morgan Stanley China Charity Committee, but also 

leads the Sustainable Finance Program at Greenpeace East Asia. 

  

Enrique is now a full-time MBA candidate at HKUST and has specific 

interests in impact investing and sustainability. 

 

  



 

Claire Lexa 
Volunteer Consultant 

As a Franco-American born in Germany and raised in France, Claire is an 

avid enthusiast of international environments and attracted to diverse 

working cultures as well as opportunities growing in Asia. 

  

Currently studying a BSc (Hons) in International Management at Warwick 

Business School in the United Kingdom, she has developed a strong 

interest for sustainable cities and socio-economic development. Claire is 

looking to leverage knowledge gained through internships within the 

banking and consulting industries to projects bringing social and 

environmental advancement. 

 

 

Maja Šoštarić 
Volunteer Consultant 

Dr Maja Šoštarić is currently a second-year Master in Public 

Administration (MPA) candidate at Harvard Kennedy School (HKS), 

focusing on finance. She obtained her PhD in Political Science from 

University of Vienna (with research stays in Paris and Osaka), and her 

MA in Economics from Vienna University of Economics and Business 

Administration.  

 

Maja is currently working as researcher at Harvard and is also a CFA 

candidate. Previously, Maja worked as a diplomat, having lived in nine 

different world countries. Maja spent summer 2015 in South East Asia, 

authoring a white paper on impact investing in Singapore and Hong Kong. 

  

 

 

  



Shangshang Chen 
Volunteer Consultant 

Shangshang is a nonprofit management professional with expertise in 

research and operations. She is a research fellow of Leping Social 

Entrepreneur Foundation and development officer for Social Venture 

Partners China. She served as manager of strategy and operations at SOW 

(Asia) Foundation, and researcher / case writer at ExCEL3 Project of the 

Hong Kong Jockey Club and the University of Hong Kong. She has 

participated in the work and research projects of several NGOs in New 

York and Hong Kong, including Fund for the City of New York, UNICEF 

(New York), Foundation Center, Asia Value Advisors and Asia 

Community Ventures. Her research interests are impact investing, social 

entrepreneurship and collaborative governance. Shangshang holds an 

MPA in Public and Nonprofit Management and Policy from New York 

University and a BA in Economics from Fudan University 

  



AVA Advisory Board 
Jonathan Chang 
Advisory Board 

Jonathan is a social entrepreneur and motivational speaker, having 

founded and co-founded four startups across multiple industries in Silicon 

Valley and Manhattan. He is the Executive Director of Lien Centre for 

Social Innovation and an Adjunct Professor of Social Entrepreneurship at 

Singapore Management University. Jonathan has played a key role in 

securing Ashoka Changemaker Campus accreditation for SMU, the first 

campus in Asia to receive this honor. 

  

Jonathan co-founded a social enterprise, working with organic and non-

GMO farmers and food manufacturers in California and helping them 

achieve supply chain sustainability and market growth. Through a 

fellowship from Columbia's Earth Institute, Jonathan traveled to Rwanda 

to teach social entrepreneurship and conduct research on how to use 

entrepreneurship as a tool for social change. His other research includes a 

case study on entrepreneurship in rural India for Stanford Graduate School 

of Business, and a book about government and innovation with Esko Aho, 

former Prime Minister of Finland. Jonathan has also given a TEDx talk at 

Harvard. 

  

Jonathan earned his degrees from the University of California, Berkeley, 

Stanford Graduate School of Business, and Harvard Kennedy School of 

Government. Jonathan was a recipient of Stanford GSB's Miller Social 

Change Leadership Award and and Harvard Law School’s Digital 

Problem Solving Initiative Fellow. 

 

Scott Lawson 
Advisory Board 

Scott engages with Hong Kong’s diverse stakeholders, establishing 

critical connections from the public, private, academia and non-profit 

sectors to channel valuable financial and non-financial resources towards 

the impact investing space. He began his career at the U.S. National 

Commission for UNESCO and has since developed a strong network 

from over 30 years of experience with cultural, education and religious 

non-profit organizations in Hong Kong and China. Scott earned his MA 

in International Affairs/Economics from George Washington University 

and an MDiv from Columbia Theological Seminary. 

 



Mikko Perez 
Advisory Board 

Mikko Perez has a successful track record investing in and operating 

innovative technology, new media and telecom-related ventures. Prior 

to leading Ayannah, he was Director of Finance & Business 

Development at mobile messaging start up, Chikka and helped steer 

Chikka to profitability. He also spearheaded the company's 

international expansion prior to its acquisition by PLDT (NYSE: PHI). 

  

Prior to this, he was an investment manager at Next Century Partners 

where he managed private equity on behalf of Soros Fund Management, 

LLC and several institutional investors. He was also an investment 

banker at JP Morgan Chase (Hambrecht & Quist) in San Francisco 

where he advised technology ventures. 

  

Mikko is proud of his humble beginnings. Growing up, his father was an 

entrepreneur struggling to build a small business and they didn't have a 

lot of money. But, Mikko was granted a merit scholarship to study at 

Xavier School, the elite school for the sons of wealthy Filipino-Chinese 

families in the Philippines. Mikko went on to graduate with a BSc in 

Management (with Honors) and a BA in Development Studies (with 

Honors & Award for Excellence) from the Ateneo de Manila University. 

  

Upon graduation, Mikko turned down several lucrative job offers to 

work in multinational corporations and spent the first years of his 

professional career organizing farmers’ and fisherfolk organizations in 

rural Philippines. He then started an aquaculture and seafood processing 

venture that eventually employed several hundred people from rural 

communities. Then, to fulfill his father’s birthday wish, Mikko went to 

get his MBA from the Harvard Business School. 

  

Mikko now serves on the board of corporations and foundations but he 

remains connected to the barrios by actively supporting social 

entrepreneurship and sustainable development initiatives in emerging 

markets. 

  



AVA Ambassadors 
 

Paolo Fresia 
AVA Ambassador 

Paolo is currently pursuing a Master in Public Policy (MPP) at the 

Harvard Kennedy School. Prior to Harvard, he worked as a corporate 

sustainability consultant at Business for Social Responsibility (BSR). His 

projects have focused on working with global companies on opportunities 

in Myanmar’s garment, extractives, and telecommunications industries, 

especially around labor rights topics. Moreover, Paolo has helped a range 

of companies across industries with human rights impact assessments, 

materiality analyses, stakeholder engagement, as well as carbon, water, 

and energy benchmark studies. 

  

Paolo moved to Hong Kong following his posting in Haiti as a financial 

coordinator for Doctors Without Borders. Prior to that, he was a fixed-

income sales trader at Goldman Sachs in London. Originally from Italy, he 

speaks English, French, Spanish, and Italian, as well as basic Mandarin 

and Portuguese. Paolo holds a B.A. in Philosophy and Economics from 

University College London and an M.Phil. in Development Studies from 

the University of Cambridge. 

Karen Ng 

AVA Ambassador 

Karen is currently pursuing a Master of Business Administration (MBA) 

at University of Oxford’s Saïd Business School. She’s currently the Co-

Chair of Oxford’s MBA Impact Investing Network & Training (MIINT) 

Program and a founding member of Oxford Saïd Responsible Investment 

Fund (OxRIF).  

Prior to Oxford, Karen was the Associate Director of Investment at Social 

Ventures Hong Kong (SVhk), the city’s first venture philanthropic fund. 

She managed an investment portfolio of social ventures across different 

sectors, such as affordable housing, transportation, food, sports and 

environment. Karen is experienced in fundraising and impact 

measurement, having worked with social entrepreneurs, corporate, 

government, impact investors and philanthropic funders to develop and 

scale SVhk’s portfolio ventures.  

Karen was previously an Investment Banking Analyst at Deutsche Bank in 

Hong Kong, specializing in Hong Kong and US IPOs. She is a Youde 

Scholar, and holds a BSc in Government and Economics from London 

School of Economics.  



Ankie Ng 

AVA Ambassador 

With a strong interest in developing impact investing in Hong Kong 

through a public policy lens, Ankie is pursuing a Master of Public Policy 

degree (MPP) at the University of Oxford as a Kwok Scholar. She 

currently sits on the Executive Committee of the MBA Social Impact 

Oxford Business Network as the MPP External Representative. 

Ankie was previously the Investor Relations at SOW Asia, a Hong Kong-

based venture philanthropic fund. She was responsible for raising venture 

philanthropic capital to scale social enterprises, which included securing 

J.P. Morgan funding for SOW Asia's i2i incubation program. Ankie is also 

actively engaged in pro bono research and was recently involved in a 

thought experiment for the Hong Kong Institute of Social Impact Analysts 

(HKI-SIA) where she conceptualized a blended model for social 

enterprises undergoing a Direct Public Offering. She also contributed 

towards the Engage HK 2.0 report by Asia Community Ventures (ACA) 

and mentored social enterprises at Social Ventures Hong Kong (SVhk). 

Holding a Honours Bachelor of Arts degree with High Distinction in 

International Relations and Economics from the University of Toronto. 

Prior to her transition into impact investing, Ankie worked in investment 

banking as an Equity Research Analyst at Bank of China International and 

was ranked as the top China Utilities analyst by Bloomberg. 

  



AVA alumni 
2015 
Paolo Limcaoco 

Gladys Choy 

2014 
Akshita Baxi 

Adele Chiu 

Kevin Chong 

Lilian Lam 

Ankie Ng - AVA Ambassador 

Karen Ng - AVA Ambassador (MBA) 

Janet Shum 

2013 
Keitaro Asaba 

Kevin Chong 

Mabel Fung 

Nadya Menshikova 

Karen Ng 

Liane Lee 

2012 
Naoko Kimura 

Christoph Kramer 

Connie Lee 

Nola Li 

Neha Purswani 

Alexander She 

Vivien Tse 

Clinton Wong 

2011 
Huiying Ooi 

Joanna Zeng 

 


