
 

 

Worship in the Home  
A resource provided by First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rush City, MN 
 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 9, 2020 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of 
sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. 
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture 
and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us 
forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 

This service is supplemented with a video of worship highlights that will be posted by Wednesday morning on our church's website.  
 

You may also tune in to our church's Facebook page beginning Sunday morning at 9:00 AM for Children's Word, a meditation 
video, and sermon.  
   

Gathering Songs  "Mighty to Save" 
 "Revelation Song" 
  

Prayer of the Day 
 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within 
us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 
and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:  1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with 
typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—
Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured 
Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand 
Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men 
as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

 9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a 
cave, and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I 
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 
my life, to take it away.” 
  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain 
before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was 
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was 
not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire 
a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 
voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
(1 Kings 19:9-14) 

 
Psalm 85:8-13  
 

8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people  
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by 
heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose 
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 

10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will 
be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all 
and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.”  (Romans 10:10-13) 
 



 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people 
of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this 
story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when 
they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and 
doubt. 
 

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” 
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning 
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 
are the Son of God.”  (Matthew 14:28-33) 

 
Sermon 
 

A sermon is provided for the online service. You may also 
consider this reflection.  
 

In the story, Elijah is in trouble, threatened with 
death. Peter is in trouble too, drowning in the chaos 
of the sea. Let the stories reflect our times. We and all 
our world also know the threat of death and chaos. 
But then, listen. God comes to Elijah not in wind, 
earthquake or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence 
and in a voice that gives him a mission. Those sounds 
may be little in the world, but they are the very 
presence of God. And Jesus comes to the storm-
tossed disciples with a word of comfort, “Here I AM; 
do not be afraid.”  He comes as the very presence of 
God, the one named “I AM” in the scripture. As Paul 
says, this life-giving word from God is not far away, 
but here, now, in this time of prayer, on our lips and 
in our hearts. With the Psalmist, let us say, “I will 
listen to what the Lord God is saying.” God in Christ is 
speaking peace to us right now. Then let us 
undertake the mission to speak that peace also to our 
neighbors. 
 
Song of the Day  "Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)" 
 

Prayers 
 

Confident of your care and upheld by the Holy Spirit, 
we pray for the church, the world, and all in need, 
responding to each petition with the words “Save us, 
we pray.” 
 

A brief silence. 
 

For your church throughout the world, we pray: 
Strengthen the faith of all who believe. Speak to us 
through your word of power and mercy. Abide with 
those Christians who are isolated from others. Give 

wisdom and stamina to all preachers who bring your 
good news to the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
For the well-being of your creation, we pray. Protect 
waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 
exploitation and abuse. Tame the storms that 
threaten human habitations. Maintain the health of 
pets. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
For the leaders of nations, we pray. Inspire those who 
govern to keep peace with their neighbors and to 
maintain justice for their citizens. Calm the world’s 
violence. Strengthen the world’s democracies, and 
keep autocrats in check. Uphold a free press around 
the globe. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
For those in need we pray. For those who are 
unemployed, or homeless, or hungry, or hospitalized; 
for those whose money has run out; for those who 
are fearful of the future; and for those we name 
before you now: 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
For the world facing the coronovirus we pray. Sustain 
medical workers for their arduous tasks. Assist our 
Congress and governors in legislating wisely during 
the pandemic. Give wisdom to educators as they plan 
the fall semester. Give us kindness with one another 
and patience for ourselves. And we beg: give us a 
vaccine. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
For the end to racial injustice we pray. Frustrate all 
prejudices between peoples that are based on ethnic 
origin or skin color. Unite into one body politic all 
who share this land. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  



 

 

For ourselves, we pray. Reach out your hand to us; 
save us when we are sinking; and receive now the 
petitions of our hearts.   
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
We praise you, O God, for all who have died in the 
faith, for martyrs, for leaders in the struggle for civil 
rights, for victims of COVID-19, for those dear to us. 
Especially this week we glorify you for Mary, the 
mother of our Lord. Bring us at the end with all your 
saints into your everlasting life. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from 
your love, we offer these prayers to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
You might now sing or read  “10,000 Blessings”  
 
Then conclude with these prayers: 

 
Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that 
you illumine our way through life with the words of 
your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the 
needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song  "Blessed Be Your Name"  
 

 
Devotional Music Links  

For your individual or group devotion, you may 
choose to listen to the following choral recordings 

made available through Augsburg Fortress:  
 

“An Irish Blessing” 

“Praise, Praise You Are My Rock” 

“Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen” 

 

 
Readings for the Week 

 
Monday  

Psalm 18:1-9 
Tuesday   

Genesis 19:1-29  
Wednesday  

Matthew 8:23-27  
Thursday  
Psalm 67  

Friday  
Isaiah 63:15-19  

Saturday  
Luke 1:46-55  

 
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - August 16, 2020 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a; Matthew 

15:[10-20] 21-28. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Portions from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 Reflection: Gordon Lathrop  Prayers: Gail Ramshaw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDXDfrDDNuI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLXo47E89Qoomeh81qOg2jPt38WqAlhwyI&time_continue=1&v=hl4-rU-rzuA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQefB1bEpSU&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

Mighty	to	Save	
	

Come	out	of	sadness	from	wherever	you've	been	
Come	broken-hearted	let	rescue	begin	
Come	find	your	mercy	O	sinner	come	kneel	
Earth	has	no	sorrow	that	Heaven	can't	heal	
Earth	has	no	sorrow	that	Heaven	can't	heal	
	
Lay	down	your	burdens	lay	down	your	shame	
All	who	are	broken	lift	up	your	face	
O	wanderer	come	home	
You're	not	too	far	
So	lay	down	your	hurt	lay	down	your	heart	
Come	as	you	are	
	
There's	hope	for	the	hopeless	
And	all	those	who've	strayed	
Come	sit	at	the	table	come	taste	the	grace	
	

There's	rest	for	the	weary	
Rest	that	endures	
Earth	has	no	sorrow		
that	Heaven	can't	cure		
	
Come	as	you	are	
Fall	in	His	arms	
Come	as	you	are	
	
There's	joy	for	the	morning	O	sinner	be	still	
Earth	has	no	sorrow	that	Heaven	can't	heal	
Earth	has	no	sorrow	that	Heaven	can't	heal	
	
Come	as	you	are	
Come	as	you	are	
Come	as	you	are	
	

Revelation	Song	
	

Worthy	is	the	Lamb	Who	was	slain	
Holy	holy	is	He	
Sing	a	new	song	to	Him	Who	sits	on	
Heaven's	mercy	seat	
	
Holy	holy	holy	
Is	the	Lord	God	Almighty	
Who	was	and	is	and	is	to	come	
With	all	creation	I	sing	
Praise	to	the	King	of	kings	
You	are	my	ev'rything	
And	I	will	adore	You	
	

Clothed	in	rainbows	of	living	color	
Flashes	of	lightning	rolls	of	thunder	
Blessing	and	honor	strength	and	glory	
And	power	be	to	You	the	only	wise	King	
	
Filled	with	wonder	awestruck	wonder	
At	the	mention	of	Your	name	
Jesus	Your	name	is	power	breath	and	living	water	
Such	a	marv'lous	mystery	yeah	
	

Oceans	(Where	Feet	May	Fail)	

You	call	me	out	upon	the	waters	
The	great	unknown	where	feet	may	fail	
And	there	I	find	You	in	the	mystery	
In	oceans	deep	my	faith	will	stand	
	
And	I	will	call	upon	Your	name	
And	keep	my	eyes	above	the	waves	
When	oceans	rise	
My	soul	will	rest	in	Your	embrace	
For	I	am	Yours	and	You	are	mine	
	
Your	grace	abounds	in	deepest	waters	
Your	sov'reign	hand	will	be	my	guide	
Where	feet	may	fail		
and	fear	surrounds	me	
You've	never	failed		
and	You	won't	start	now	
	
	
	

Oh	and	You	are	mine	oh	
	
Spirit	lead	me		
where	my	trust	is	without	borders	
Let	me	walk	upon	the	waters	
Wherever	You	would	call	me	
Take	me	deeper		
than	my	feet	could	ever	wander	
And	my	faith	will	be	made	stronger	
In	the	presence	of	my	Saviour	
	
Yeah	yeah	yeah	yeah	
Oh	Jesus	yeah	my	God	
	
I	will	call	upon	Your	name	
Keep	my	eyes	above	the	waves	
My	soul	will	rest	in	Your	embrace	
I	am	Yours	and	You	are	mine	
	

Jesus	Draw	Me	Close	
	

Jesus	draw	me	close	
Closer	Lord	to	You	
Let	the	world	around	me	fade	away	
Jesus	draw	me	close	
Closer	Lord	to	You	
For	I	desire	to	worship	and	obey	
	

	
	
	

10,000	Reasons	(Bless	the	Lord)	
	

Bless	the	Lord	O	my	soul	O	my	soul	
Worship	His	holy	name	
Sing	like	never	before	O	my	soul	
I'll	worship	Your	holy	name	
	
The	sun	comes	up	it's	a	new	day	dawning	
It's	time	to	sing	Your	song	again	
Whatever	may	pass		
and	whatever	lies	before	me	
Let	me	be	singing	when	the	evening	comes	
	
You're	rich	in	love	and	You're	slow	to	anger	
Your	name	is	great	and	Your	heart	is	kind	
For	all	Your	goodness	I	will	keep	on	singing	
Ten	thousand	reasons	for	my	heart	to	find	
	

And	on	that	day	when	my	strength	is	failing	
The	end	draws	near	and	my	time	has	come	
Still	my	soul	will	sing	Your	praise	unending	
Ten	thousand	years	and	then	forevermore	
	
Worship	Your	holy	name	
Lord	I'll	worship	Your	holy	name	
	
Sing	like	never	before	O	my	soul	
I'll	worship	Your	holy	name	
Worship	Your	holy	name	
Worship	Your	holy	name	
	

Blessed	Be	Your	Name	
	

Blessed	be	Your	name	
In	the	land	that	is	plentiful	
Where	Your	streams	of	abundance	flow	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
When	I'm	found	in	the	desert	place	
Though	I	walk	through	the	wilderness	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
	
Ev’ry	blessing	You	pour	out	I’ll	
Turn	back	to	praise	
When	the	darkness	closes	in	Lord	
Still	I	will	say	
Blessed	be	the	name	of	the	Lord	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
Blessed	be	the	name	of	the	Lord	
Blessed	be	Your	glorious	name	

Blessed	be	Your	name	
When	the	sun's	shining	down	on	me	
When	the	world's	all	as	it	should	be	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
On	the	road	marked	with	suffering	
Though	there's	pain	in	the	offering	
Blessed	be	Your	name	
	
You	give	and	take	away	
You	give	and	take	away	
My	heart	will	choose	to	say	
Lord	blessed	be	Your	name	
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