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INKULUFREEHEID PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR THE 'RHODES MUST FALL' 
CAMPAIGN AT UCT 
 
InkuluFreeHeid (IFH) pledges its support for the students of the University of Cape 
Town and their fight to displace the statue of Cecil John Rhodes. As a non-partisan 
political force that works to deepen democracy and enhance social cohesion in 
South Africa. we are proud of the actions of the students and their ability to mobilise 
the student body. It is often said that young people have become apathetic; the 
demonstrations over the past few days are a clear sign that this is in fact false. 
Rhodes has always been a divisive figure, not just students but for the people of the 
country. His colonial legacy continues to echo into the present and formed the 
foundation the Apartheid system. The glorification of Rhodes in a public space, 
especially a space in which students are forced to frequent, should be seen as an 
unjust. 
 
We do not wish to casually rewrite history. We should be a generation that critically 
debates our history within the context of our present in order to create a future that 
is fair and just for all. IFH constantly stresses the need to create innovative solutions 
to problems within our society and we call on students, youth organisations and 
citizens across the country to actively engage on the issue of the statue of Cecil 
John Rhodes at the university and push for its removal. We should also open debate 
on alternative, new statues that can unite us, celebrate the best values from our 
common struggle for a better life, and inspire a belief in a better, different future for 
generations to come. 
 
We also acknowledge that the removal of the Statue will not solve the question of 
transformation at the University of Cape Town - students and University 
stakeholders should continuously focus on building a better, more inclusive and 
dynamic future. The removal of the statue is but the first step of many towards true 
transformation and it will be a symbolic sign by the University that it is serious about 
changing its institutional norms and values that hamper transformation at the 
institution. We encourage our compatriots to continue to build a strong, new, non-
racial and united vision for our society, taking individual and also collective 
responsibility. Ultimately, we must be the masters of our own destiny, we cannot let 
our divided history harm our desire for a united future. 
 
Mayibuye i-Afrika! 
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