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gGressingham Parish Council 

Minutes of the of the 384th 
meeting 

held on 24th January 2022 
 
A meeting of Gressingham Parish Council was held on 24th January 2022 in which the 
following members participated: Martin Brooks (MB) (Chair), Michele Luxon (ML), Grant 
Parker (GP), Neil Read (NR) and Sally Riley (SR) plus the Clerk, Lesley Wareing (LW). Ross 
Hunter, Lancaster City Council member for the Upper Lune Valley ward was in attendance. 
 
384/1 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Penny Foulds. 
 

384/2 Declarations of Interest 
None . 

 
384/3 Minutes of previous meetings 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 22nd November  2021 were 
approved for signature by the Chair. 

 
384/4  Matters arising from previous minutes (not covered elsewhere on the 

agenda) 
 No matters arising were raised. 

 
384/5 Finance and Governance 

a) 2021/22 in-year financial position as at 24th January 2022. 
It was noted that current bank balance was £3734.72 - that is, the 

balance of £4434.72 shown on the most recent bank statement dated 24 

December 2021 minus two cheques not yet cleared:  the £400 donation to the 

Gressingham Village Trust (GVT) for Old School Room (OSR) costs and £300 

Clerk’s remuneration for 2021/22.  It was noted that there is approximately 

£1070 still to be paid out before the end of the 21/22 FY on 31 March 2022: 

£500-700 footpath clearance costs; the insurance premium renewal of £218; 

plus ~£150 for SpID expenses and other sundries. This would leave 

approximately £2660 to carry forward to 2022/23.   See also 5d) below re 

Precept. 

RESOLVED: to approve the financial report to 24th January 2022 and 
that the chair should sign the financial statement. 
b)    Insurance Policy Renewal 

It was noted that this was due for renewal in early February 2022 and that 
no significant changes in cover would be needed. The renewal premium of 
£218 quoted by the brokers was the same amount as in 2021/22 

 Action: LW (to pay) 
c) Clerks remuneration 

It was agreed that this should be kept at £400 for 2022/23.  The Clerk 
asked for it to be noted (for income tax purposes) that she had chosen to be 
paid £300 (and not the full £400) for 2021/22.  
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d) 2022/23 Precept 

The PC considered actual expenditure in 2021/22 and likely expenditure 
in 2022/23.  It was agreed to keep the Precept at £2400.  This would 
cover all planned outgoings, including – in addition to regular annual 
outgoings: the purchase of a solar panel to power the east end SpID, the 
cost of seven trees to be planted to mark the Platinum Jubilee, other tree 
planting in the parish (working with Lancaster City Council and the 
Woodland Trust), wild flower patches and work to repair and maintain the 
white bridges over the confluence of Town Beck and Gressingham Beck 
along the pedestrian way between Fall Kirk and Back Lane. 
Resolved: to set the Precept for 2022/23 at £2400  (proposed MB, 
seconded GP).  Action MB/LW 

e)    Preliminary consideration of preparedness for the 2021/22 Annual 
Governance and Accountability Review 

The  Clerk reported that she expected  the 2021/22 review process 
would  be the same as in previous years and the PC should again be able 
to submit a Certificate of Exemption to the external auditors as in the 
previous two years.  After the 2021/22 accounts have been finalised, the 
Clerk will arrange for the internal audit to take place as soon as possible 
after the end of the financial year on 31st March 2022.  This is the first 
stage of the review process.   

It was agreed that a Certificate of Exemption should be submitted 
for the 2021/22 AGAR. Action: LW 

f) Annual review of PC effectiveness 
The PC reflected on activity during 2021/22 and noted that all statutory 

requirements had been carried out at the right time and all necessary 
reviews undertaken.  The PC had continued to meet according to its usual 
schedule in spite of the difficulties imposed by Covid19 restrictions, had 
continued to consult and communicate with parishioners and had made 
progress with the SpIDs and with the objection to the Hornby housing 
application.  Communications with Lancaster City Council, and the County 
Council had not been easy during the pandemic.  The PC agreed that it 
would like Zoom meetings (at least for a percentage of meetings) to be 
allowed.  More than one member had concerns on health grounds about 
meeting indoors and the PC had therefore met outside since the end of 
April. However outside meetings during the winter months had been 
impractical and uncomfortable .  It was agreed to support the petition going 
to central government to permit video-conference meetings to be used. 
Action: LW 

g) Information sheet on the role and powers of the Parish Council 
It was noted that this still needed further work.   Action: LW/MB 

h) Monitoring against Annual Governance Cycle 
It was noted that all actions had been carried out at the required times 

and included in relevant agendas and minutes.   

384/6 Gressingham and Eskrigge Community Emergency Plan (CEP) 
The PC received a brief update from NR.  It was agreed that details should 

be added to the CEP about action in the event of a sustained loss of power to 
homes, farms and work premises. Action: NR 

 
384/7 Police and Crime reports update 

PC members were reminded that at the November it had been agreed that 
it would be a good idea to produce some guidance for residents on crime 
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prevention and crime reporting and to consider setting up a local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  MB reported that he had recently established 
the scheme and would be circulating information and guidance to residents in 
due course.  Action: MB/ML 
 

384/8  Planning and Tree Works  
a)   Applications previously considered by PC and still awaiting decision by 

Lancaster City Council Planning Committee: 

i) 18/01165/HYB: erection of 76 residential units and GP surgery,  Hornby 

(NOT supported by the PC).  With the agenda papers the PC had received a 

written update on the current position from Sally Riley.  SR summarised the 

main points and also reported briefly on the Hornby PC meeting she and MB 

had attended at which John Winstanley from Story Homes had given an 

update form Story’s perspective.  Gressingham PC thanked Hornby PC for 

the invitation to attend the briefing.  The discussion there had focussed on 

highway issues, ongoing discussions about the new medical centre  proposed 

as part of the housing development and the feedback Story Homes had 

received.  Following a detailed discussion it was agreed to circulate an update 

to Gressingham and Eskrigge residents via TinyLetter.  It was also agreed 

that because the proposal to include a new GP surgery on the housing estate 

might be welcomed by Hornby and Gressingham residents, it would be useful 

to try and find out what facilities and services are actually being discussed 

and whether these could be provided independently of housing development.  

Action: SR  

It was noted that there was still no definite information available as to when 

the application would be considered by the City Council Planning Committee . 

The PC again recorded its thanks for  all SR’s work, noting that she would 

continue to monitor progress and report back. Action: MB/SR 

ii) 22/0004/TCA - Gressingham Hall, Fall Kirk.  It was noted that this 

application had been circulated via email and supported by the PC.   

Action: LW 

384/9  Road Maintenance and traffic  
a) Traffic issues and road safety concerns 

PC members further discussed ongoing concerns about the volume and 
speed of traffic travelling on roads through the village and the proposed 
application to be made to the County Council (at an appropriate time – see 
384/9b below) for a 20mph speed limit.  Responses to the village survey 

indicated overwhelming support for  a 20 mph speed limit application.  It was 
agreed that NR would investigate the process and report back to the March 
meeting.  Action: NR  

NR also reported that in spite of his positive site meeting with a County 
Highways Safety Officer – reported at the November meeting – he had now 
heard that the County Council Highways Department had not approved the 
PC’s request for a SpID device in Rabbit Lane (on the grounds that the 
proposed location - the only possible one – was too close the side of the road 
and too close to the 30pmph sign. Moving the 30mph would be too expensive 
(as it requires legislation). However, an enhanced 30mph sign and a “Please 
Drive Carefully sign had been offered.  It was agreed that this offer should be 
accepted.  Action: NR (to liaise with the County Council Highways 
Department) 
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b) SpID update 

Members were reminded that the west end SpID, now operational and 
running off  the electricity supply from Hilltop, has a data logging facility which 
has now been set up.  It was agreed that the data collected on traffic volumes 
and speeds should be reviewed by the PC over the next few months with a 
view to using it in support of the application for a 20mph speed limit (see 
384/9a above) and other safety measures thought to be needed in the village. 
c)   Road fault reports  

It was noted that the only open road fault on the Lancashire County 
Council website was W657388 – a blocked grid in Rabbit Lane causing 
surface flooding.  This had been reported on 11 January 2022 by MB who 
was concerned that the new fault might erode the repair work done last year 
further down Rabbit Lane which had been causing floodwater to run down 
across Fall Kirk. 

It was agreed to keep monitoring all faults.  Action: LW 
 

384/10  Amenities and facilities 
a) Lancashire County Council footpath clearance grant  

It was noted that the PC had opted in to the 2021/22 scheme, had been 
paid the £500 grant and had identified a plan of work to be carried out before 
31 March 2022.  Action: MB 
b) White Bridges path 

MB reported that he had recently scraped the footpath surface clean of 
slippery material.  Members were reminded that the PC had agreed to 
oversee and pay for the repair of the bridge railings over the summer.. 

Action: MB/ML 
c) 2022 Litter Pick 

Agreed for Saturday March 6th 2022 at the suggestion of David Wiper.  The 
Clerk would liaise with DW re arrangements. Action: LW 
d) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

It was noted that MB had spoken to  John Hamlett about the Fellowship‘s 
plans for a celebratory event to mark the Platinum Jubilee in early June 2022 
(likely to be a picnic and beacon at a suitable site).  MB also reported that it 
had been suggested that seven trees (one for each decade of the Queen’s 
reign) should be planted in an appropriate site.  The PC supported this idea 
and agreed to fund the costs – estimated at £300-400.  Action: MB 
e)   Greener Gressingham 

MB reported that he had been in touch with the City Council re the tree 
planting scheme delayed by Covid19 restrictions. It was hoped that trees 
would be planted over the winter of 2022/23.  Action: MB 
f)   Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG) 

No further progress had been possible. 
g)    Defibrillator  

SR reported that she had been informed that there is now a single national 
database called “The Circuit” to which details of the Gressingham defibrillator 
have been transferred.  Defibrillators will still be allocated to North West 
Ambulance Service 999 calls as previously but, in future, the nominated 
defibrillator “guardian” (SR for Gressingham’s) will receive automated emails 
to advise of any such allocations, or if the defibrillator needs a status check or 
if the pads have expired.  SR reported that she had also replaced the 
batteries for the defibrillator cabinet’s internal light.  SR confirmed that she 
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was willing to continue as the nominated defibrillator Guardian but MB and NR 
volunteered to assist with routine checks.  Action: SR/MB/NR 

384/11 Date of next meeting 
Monday 4th April 2022 was agreed as the date of next meeting   This 

would allow the PC to agree the 2022/22 final accounts so that the internal 
audit could then be carried out as the first stage of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Review process. 

Note: these minutes are unconfirmed until ratified by the next meeting of 
Gressingham Parish Council 


