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gGressingham Parish Council 

Minutes of the of the 383rd 
meeting 

held on 22nd November 2021 
 
A meeting of Gressingham Parish Council was held on 22nd November  2021 in which the 
following members participated: Martin Brooks (MB) (Chair), Penny Foulds (PF), Michele 
Luxon (ML), Neil Read (NR), plus the Clerk, Lesley Wareing (LW).  
 
383/1 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Grant Parker and Sally Riley. 
 

383/2 Declarations of Interest 
ML and PF each declared an interest in 383/8a: Swing Gate Tree felling 

application. MB declared an interest in 383/10a. None of them participated in 
the discussion of these items. 

 
383/3 Minutes of previous meetings 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th September  2021 were 
approved for signature by the Chair. 

 
383/4  Matters arising from previous minutes (not covered elsewhere on the 

agenda) No matters arising were raised. 
 

383/5 Finance and Governance 
a) 2021/22 in-year financial position as at 22 November 2021. 

It was noted that current bank balance was £4721.82. as shown on the  
most recent Yorkshire Bank statement dated 25th October 2021.  The Clerk 
explained that the £500 grant received from Lancashire County Council would 
have to be spent on footpath clearance and should be disregarded when 
discussing funds available for other expenditure. Members then discussed 
known and possible expenditure and income during the remainder of the 
2021/22 financial year, noting known expenditure of ~ £1400, a contingency 
fund of ~£500 and an end of year reserve to carry forward of at least £500.  
This would enable up to £1700 to be spent on equipment and/or projects 
during the remainder of 2021/22 or for it to be carried forward to 2021/22 to be 
put towards the purchase of an additional SpID - as previously discussed. 

RESOLVED: to approve the financial report to 22nd November2021 
and that the chair should sign the financial statement. 

b)    OSR donation 

It was agreed to make a donation of £400 to the GVT as a contribution 
towards the cost of room hire for village activities. Action: LW 
c) Insurance Policy Renewal 

It was noted that this would be due for renewal at the end of January 
2022 and that no significant changes in cover would be needed.  Action: LW 
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d) Health and Safety Policy 

NR reported that he had reviewed the Health and Safety Policy and that it 
was still current and needed no revision. 
e) Risk Assessments: 
 i Litter Pick  

NR reported that this RA had been revised in May 2021 to take account 
of COVID19 requirements and needed no further revisions. 
 ii SpID West End and SpiD East End 

NR reported that he had updated these to reflect the new SpiD power 
supply arrangements. 
f) Assets Register 

The Clerk reported that the Assets Register is up to date. 
g) Extension of Sally Riley’s co-option as member of Gressingham PC  

The need to extend Sally Riley’s co-opted membership of the PC was 
discussed. 

RESOLVED:  to extend Sally Riley’s co-opted membership of 
Gressingham PC until 31st May 2022 or until the Story Homes Hornby 
planning application is determined - whichever is soonest.  (Proposed 
ML, seconded NR and agreed unanimously.) 
h) 2021 Annual Parish Meeting 

It was reported that the appointment/reappointment of Gressingham 
Village Trust (GVT) trustees can be delayed until 2022 and that a physical 
Parish Meeting in 2021 for this purpose is not therefore needed.  A 
physical meeting will need to be held sometime between 1st March and 31st 
May 2022.  In the meantime it was agreed that a brief written annual report 
of the PC’s activities in 2021 should be circulated via TinyLetter and posted 
on the GPC website.  Action: MB/LW 

i)     Information sheet on the role and powers of the Parish Council 
It was noted that approval of this would be deferred to the January 

meeting in order to allow time for further work.   Action: LW/MB 
j) Monitoring against Annual Governance Cycle 

It was noted that all actions had been carried out at the required times 
and included in relevant agendas and minutes.  It was agreed to add the 
requirement for an annual check of the SpID power supplies.  Action: LW 
(to revise the AGC) and NR (to carry out the annual checks. 

383/6 Gressingham and Eskrigge Community Emergency Plan (CEP) 
It was agreed that no additional equipment needs to be purchased 

specifically for the CEP. 
 

383/7 Police and Crime reports update 
It was noted that a quad bike had been stolen from a farm in Gressingham 

and that there had been other thefts from farms in the vicinity of Aughton. 
Following discussion it was agreed to produce some guidance for residents 

on crime prevention and crime reporting and to consider setting up a local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  Action: ML 

 
383/8  Planning and Tree Works  

a)   Applications previously considered by PC and still awaiting decision by 

Lancaster City Council Planning Committee: 

18/01165/HYB: erection of 76 residential units and GP surgery,  Hornby 

(NOT supported by the PC).  The PC received a written update on the current 

position from Sally Riley noting that the application was unlikely to be 
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considered by the City Council Planning Committee until 2022.  The PC 

recorded its thanks for  all SR’s work, noting that she would continue to 

monitor progress and report back. Action: MB/SR 

21/0195/TCA Swing Gate, Back Lane, Gressingham: for the felling of one 

dead elder and two diseased ash trees: it was noted that ML and PF had not 

been involved in the email consultation about this application which had been 

supported by the remaining PC members.  It was noted that the application 

had since been approved by the City Council. 

b)  Applications previously considered by PC and now decided by the City 

Council: 

21/01210/AD Eskrigge Barn: it was noted that this (third) notification of 

permitted development had been supported by the PC via email 
correspondence since September meeting but had been rejected by City 
Council)  

 
383/9  Road Maintenance and traffic  

a) Traffic issues and road safety concerns 
PC members further discussed ongoing concerns about the volume and 

speed of traffic travelling on roads through the village .  
NR reported that responses to the on-line survey he had carried out on the 

desirability of a 20mph speed limit in the village had been overwhelmingly 
supportive.  It was agreed that the PC should make an application to the 
County Council at an appropriate time.  Action: NR (to investigate 
procedure) 

It was agreed that a further letter setting out the PC’s other concerns about 
the volume and speed of traffic and general road safety issue should NOT be 
sent to the County Council Highways Department until further information was 
available.  See 383/9b below.   
b) SpID update 

It was reported that the west end SpID is now operational and running off  
the electricity supply from Hilltop. This SpID has a data logging facility and, 
once this has been set up, it will be possible to collect data on traffic volumes 
and speeds which can then be used in support of the application for a 20mph 
speed limit (see 383/9a above) and other safety measures thought to be 
needed in the village. 

It was noted that an agreement between the PC and the owners of Hilltop 
would be a good idea in order to protect everyone’s interests and members 
were adamant that the PC should definitely pay for the annual electricity costs 
and also pay rent even if only a notional sum.  The PC recorded its thanks to 
Stuart and Jo Piner, at Hilltop.    

It was reported that the east end SpID, near Gressingham Hall, continues 
to work satisfactorily off its car battery.   

NR reported that he had discussed the possibility of an additional SpID in 
Rabbit Lane at a site meeting with a Safety Officer from the County Council.  
A site had been agreed (just inside the 30mph limit area – near the sign) and 
the County would supply and erect the post to which the SpiD would be 
attached. However it was noted that the installation had yet to be agreed by 
the Highways engineer and that the installation process might take several 
months. It was agreed to decide on the type of SpID once the post had been 
installed. 

The PC recorded its thanks to NR for all the work he has done. 
Action: LW – to obtain legal advice re the west end SpID agreement 
and to arrange for payment to be made in due course.  NR – to 
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monitor performance of existing SpIDs and to liaise with County 
Council over the Rabbit Lane SpID post. 

c)   Road fault reports  

It was noted that: 

 The footpath “obstruction” between Eskrigge and Snab was also 
recorded as still under investigation (although the footpath is not 
obstructed and has never been); 

 The sunken manhole cover on Fall Kirk near the entrance to 
Gressingham Hall (reported December 2020) has not been 
repaired.  The status was previously shown as “Assessed and 
deemed not sufficiently serious to warrant repair work” .  In 
September NR emailed the County Council to ask for further 
consideration but although the website now records the status as 
“Report Received”  it doesn’t indicate whether further assessment 
or repair work  is planned. It was agreed that the Clerk should 
speak to the owner of Gressingham Hall. Action: LW 

It was agreed also to keep monitoring all faults.  Action: LW 
 

383/10  Amenities and facilities 
a) Lancashire County Council footpath clearance grant (ML took the 

chair for this item) 

It was noted that the PC had opted in to the 2021/22 scheme and had now 
received the grant of £500.  

It was noted that the Clerk had approached one contractor to see if they 
were interested in doing the work but they were not. Members agreed that in 
these circumstances  M A Brooks Ltd should carry out the work and submit 
an invoice in due course.   

Sections of the riverside footpath upstream and downstream of Loyn 
Bridge are badly eroded and need to be repaired together with some 
vegetation clearance and work will be carried out whenever practicable but 
certainly before the deadline of 31 March 2022.  

It was  agreed that up to £200 of PC funds could be spent, if needed, in 
addition to the County Council grant of £500. 

It was also noted that some footpath and stile problems reported by 
residents via the County Council fault reporting website can be dealt with 
under the footpath clearance grant work.  The Clerk will investigate how to 
liaise with the County Council to get these faults cleared off the website.  It 
was also agreed to inform the village of the work that has already been done 
and further planned  work. 

Agreed:  that up to £200 of PC funds (in addition to the £500 County 
Council grant) can be spent if needed.  (Proposed NR, seconded PF) 
Action: LW/MB/ML 
b) White Bridges path (and other footpath clearance and maintenance) 

It was noted that at various times over the last few months Lib and Oliver 
Cottam, Martin Brooks and Michele Luxon have cleared undergrowth, leaves 
and overhanging trees from the footpath.  Unfortunately,  sections of the white 
railings between the two bridges have deteriorated badly and need to be 
replaced for of safety as well as cosmetic reasons. Although the County 
Council is responsible for the footpath, ford, bridges and railings - apart from 
work done a couple of years ago to scrape the surface of the path - nothing 
has been done to the railings by the County Council for many years and the 
last time the railings were painted, the PC organised the work.  Given the 
state of disrepair and the safety aspect, it was decided that rather than wait 
for the County Council to repair the railings, the PC would arrange for the 
work to be done and be paid for out of the precept.  However it was agreed 
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that the Clerk should write to the County Council over the chair’s signature to 
explain what the PC was doing and to make it clear that it was doing so for 
safety reasons and on a “without precedent” basis.  Action: MB/ML/LW 
c) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee beacons 

It was agreed that MB would talk to John Hamlett to see if the Fellowship 
was planning any celebratory event to mark the Platinum Jubilee in early June 
2022 and whether a beacon would be part of the plans.  Action:MB 
d)   Greener Gressingham 

It was reported that the City Council is trying to restart the tree planting 
scheme delayed by Covid19 restrictions and has contacted the Woodland 
Trust with  a view to identifying suitable planting areas.  It was agreed that the 
PC might be able to contact  the Woodland Trust direct.  Action: LW/MB 
e) Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG) 

Jane Paxman (Chair, PTWG) had reported that no further progress had yet 
been possible. 

383/11 Date of next meeting 
Monday 24th January 2022 was agreed as the date of next meeting   This 

would allow the PC to agree the 2022/23 Precept bid in time for the early 
February deadline. 

Note: these minutes are unconfirmed until ratified by the next meeting of 
Gressingham Parish Council 


