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Overview 

This study challenges us to become aware of the empowerment that can come 
from hearing and telling the stories about New Testament women.  To be used 
with undocumented-female immigrants in detention centers. The North 
Georgia Detention Center (NGDC) houses adult women only, 18 and over.  
 

Objectives 

To allow the teachings of Jesus and his interactions with women to inform 
and transform us together. We expect the Holy Spirit to speak to us through 
the stories of these women.  Throughout the Gospels, Jesus empowers us to go 
out and preach, teach, heal and comfort. 

! Detainees and volunteers will be able to internalize and retell 

 passages verbatim.  

! We will all be able to find hope in our current circumstance. 

! Through the exploration of four unnamed female disciples of Jesus, we 
will better be able to live out His teachings despite man-made borders.  

Before the Session (Learn the Story)  

" Learn the story; setting, characters, plot – the 
background. Use resources listed to internalize the 
text. Read the commentary provided or others. 

" Explore meaning of the text as understood when first 
told. 

" Divide the story into small scenes 

" Connect with personal experience 

The Stories  

Theme: Unnamed women of the bible encounter Jesus. 

" Mark 14:3-9 (Woman Who Anoints)  

" Mark 7:26-30 (Syro-Phoenician Woman) 

" Luke 13:10-17 (Bent Over Woman)  

" Mark 12:41-44 (Widow’s Offering)  

 

 

 

Storytelling Kit 

" Round table cloth 
" Center piece 
" A chime 
" Colorful 4X6 cards 
" Markers 
" Talking Piece (small Bible) 
" Manila Folders 
" Character toys 

 

Other Resources & 
Acknowledgments  

" Master Storyteller, Dr. Amelia 
Boomershine of the Network 
of Biblical Storytellers 
contributed the storytelling 
format to the Peacemaking 
Circles program.  
www.nbsint.org  

" www.Gotell.org 

" www.textweek.com 

" “Godly Play” figures 

" Restorative Justice: Healing 
the Harm created. The 
Peacemaking Circle format 
http://www.restorativejustice.
org/ 

" “Do What You Have the 
Power to Do” by Helen Bruch 
Pearson. Recommendations of 
key scripture about unnamed 
women of the Bible.   

" Photo and Video by Ben Gray 
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Overview of the Bible Study Format 

This will be the format we will use with the women for each of the four stories 
listed above.  

Adapted from a storytelling format established by Dr. Amelia Boomershine 

of The Network of Biblical Storytellers. 

1. Opening:  Establish process (speaking object) Tell the story.   

2. Let’s start by going on a lion hunt.  Say what I say, and do what I 
do…. 

3. Tell the story again… but repeat after me.  

4. Tell the story again…draw the four parts of the story as you hear it.  

5. Using your storyboard, tell the story to a partner 

6. Story Analysis How did everybody do telling the story? Did you 
remember key points?  Share; Allow background of the story to come 
forward. 

7. Tell the story again… Participants use objects or dramatization to tell 
the story  

8. Let others volunteer to tell the group the story using the objects 

9. Close eyes and tell the story again… ask them to think of a time 
when they … example: “Have helped someone as poor as the widow 
in the story?” and  “Has anyone poor helped you?” Or use “I 
wonder..” statements.”  

10. Closing: Close eyes, Tell the story again… , blessing song or prayer 
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Teaching Rationale  

The Storytelling method coupled with the Peacemaker’s Circle appealed to me 
for this population because of the medium-security setting and dire 
circumstances of the detainees. 

Those circumstances of many of the detainees usually involve weeks awaiting 
a fate that is usually deportation.  In some cases, deportation to a country that 
is unfamiliar, dangerous, without family and without hope of ever seeing U.S. 
born children again.  

Encompassed in the storytelling method and the circle formation are various 
forms of repetition.  

The liberative nature of storytelling allows the spirit to touch the hearts of the 
women many of the volunteers had not meet, and due to short stays in the 
center, would not have the opportunity to form lasting relationships.  
Therefore, the method of study needed to be one free of extensive exegesis, 
one that did not attempt to label their hurts and disappointments for fear of 
missing the mark.  I was also instructed to choose a study that was not 
doctrinally based.  As Wink states in “Transforming Bible Study,” the text 
needed to be free to speak in ways we are not accustomed to hearing. (cite)  

The format needed to be a simple, ancient one that managed the arrogance of 
humankind. In our arrogance, we assume as leaders that we know what a 
group needs but unless we have experienced their plight and can testify to that 
experience, we can at best, guess.  If our guess is not on target we have 
interfered with the power of the Scripture to heal. Any other teacher/student 
format would risk untested suppositions, which would be too risky for this 
group. (cite)  

Therefore, storytelling allows the text and not the leader to be the focus.  (cite)  

The circle formation acts as a closed wheel where the Scripture can move 
freely, about the group unencumbered. (cite) The circle structure also 
decreases the likelihood of “lurkers,” those who are present but not 
participating. The circle engulfs the participants.  

During my training session, I emphasized the importance of volunteers 
preparing before leading a study.  Both volunteer, and the detainee should not 
aim to merely memorize the passage as stated in Wink’s writings (cite) but 
internalize the text.  To internalize the Scripture means to "…let people hear 
these powerfully entertaining stories as they were originally experienced: as 
breath and sound and life, not as silent ink on paper," said Presbyterian 
minister, Dennis Dewey. (cite) 

This is why it is imperative that volunteers consult commentaries, search 
online for photos of actual locations and spend time with the text for at least a 
week, at best two weeks or more.  It is also why, I require the text to be told, 
and re-told by volunteers and detainees alike as opposed to read.  It is the 
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hearing that allows the hearer to imagine.  

“He begun by saying to them: Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” Luke 4:20-21 

For this reason the repetition of the Scripture, either through hearing, drawing 
or dramatization helps seal the words in the heart of the hearer as well as the 
mind.  The idea to use dramatization instead of the objects was suggested by a 
volunteer during the training.  It was agreed that this would solve two 
problems: 1. Fewer possible unapproved items brought into the center, and 2. 
An opportunity to involve the detainees in a kinesthetic activity, utilizing 
another sensory to internalize the Scripture.  

I also designed the bible study for a four-week session because of the transient 
community of a detention center.  Most women could expect their stay there 
to be less than four weeks. Therefore, the study could be reused every month 
with a new group of detainees.  

 


