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The'smaller'the'Z@parameter,'the'bigger'the'
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Propagation to nodes is the bottleneck  
J. Toomim ‘Block Size Olympics’ (2015) 

•  Measured block propagation times 
– On TestNet, up to 10 MB 
– 20 nodes, hundreds of blocks 
– Considered effect of GFC 

•  Suggested 4 MB max size due largely to 
slow propagation through the GFC 
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Conclusion 

•  Unclear whether these effects will favor 
decentralization or centralization   

•  Centralizing factors are balanced by 
decentralizing factors 

•  In my opinion, the network can grow 
organically without the need for top-down 
interventions by developers. 



Questions? 


