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 Paleontologists have spent decades studying the fossil record, and today paleontologists can confidently say that dinosaurs are
most likely extinct. We know they existed. They lived on land, and in at least one case, they lived in fresh water. We know they
were big. There are fossils that show dinosaurs were gigantic, yet still retain evidence of feathers. We know they were fast. We
have fossils of dinosaurs that preserved claws, bones, and muscles used to catch prey. We know they were diverse. There are

many different species of dinosaurs to look at. Embryology. Embryology is the study of the developing fetus. This is where we
learn how dinosaurs developed and grew. The fact that they grew slowly and grew to a very large size is made possible by the

details of how the dinosaur embryo worked. For example, the embryo of theropods has an extra pair of bones at the hip.
Theropod dinosaurs grew slow and large because they had extra bones where the hip should be. This is not a unique example.

There are many different kinds of dinosaurs that grow slowly because they have extra bones in their legs and hips. Comparative
anatomy. This is where we study the anatomy of living things and compare it to other living things. Comparing the anatomy of

theropods to modern birds shows that they are very similar. The two groups shared a similar physiology, a similar skeletal
structure, and even similar brain physiology. Therefore, the common ancestor of theropods and birds must have already been

similar to a bird before they diverged, but it still makes sense that the common ancestor of the two would have looked different
than today's birds. Molecular biology. Molecular biology looks at things that are living. Things like dinosaurs, people, plants,

animals, and all other living things are made up of genes and proteins. Scientists are now learning that these genes and proteins
are very different between birds and dinosaurs. Birds have different proteins in their brains that no living or extinct dinosaur
had. This means that birds and dinosaurs are not related. The two groups have not been on the same evolutionary path for the

last 150 million years. On my explanation, birds are not dinosaurs. They are not reptiles, they are not reptiles and birds, they are
not even mammals, they are reptiles. They don't have that last little point that makes them weird in between reptiles and
mammals. They are a completely different group of animals. That makes sense because the major group that a dinosaur

belonged to, the the 520fdb1ae7
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