Let's do what is good toward all men, and especially
toward those who are of the household of the faith - Galatians 6:10

1st August 2021
We know that all things work together for good
for those who love God,
to those who are called according to his purpose.
Most of us are familar with Romans 8:28, quoted above, although our interpretation may not all
be the same. When we look at the long-running pandemic and its effects and consequences, we
struggle to find any resemblance of good.
The reason for so much angst, sadness and
unhappiness, even among Christians, is that
we view the world and the events of our lives
with a secular perspective.

experiences, we do not have sufficient wisdom
to judge correctly. This is how the world is,
and the cause of trouble between nations,
races, families and individuals.

Instead, we should remind ourselves of
Proverbs 3:5-6 in which we are instructed to
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And don't
lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge him, And he will direct your
paths.”

Whatever occupies your minds, is brewing in
your hearts... take it to the Lord in prayer.

1. Trust in the Lord
When we face crisis and challenges, the first
thing we need to do is to put our trust in the
Lord. I love what Moses told the Hebrews in
Exodus 14:13, "Don't be afraid. Stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord” when the people
were trembling in fear of the pursuing Egyptian
army.
We are to trust the Lord with “all our hearts”.
When we exercise such faith, we begin to look
at the situation from God’s perspective.
Indeed, according to Proverbs 16:4, “the Lord
has made everything for its own purpose”.
2. Not on our Understanding
Proverbs 3:5-6 goes on to tell us, “don't lean
on your own understanding”. When we look at
what is happening, based on our thinking and

3. He will direct your paths
When we trust the Lord, and acknowledge that
He is in control, having made all things for His
own purpose, He will direct our paths.
Let God be God and accept His sovereignty.
Whether it is clear to you, trust Him because
He is in charge. We have a great role model in
Job 1:21 when Job said,”Naked I came out of
my mother's womb, and naked shall I return
there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord."
How are you doing during the pandemic? For
the Household of Faith, we were on track in our
growth but the pandemic has moved us out of
the YMCA and put a stop to our Bible class,
Care teams, worships and fellowships. But God
has made the church stronger, provided
uninterrupted worship and has plans for our
future - “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11.
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Exodus 17: 8-16
8 The

Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at
Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and
go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the
hill with the staff of God in my hands.”
10 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and
Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 As long as
Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but
whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were
winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and
put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands
up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands
remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the
Amalekite army with the sword.

Exodus 17: 8-16
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as
something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears
it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from
under heaven.”
15 Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my
Banner. 16 He said, “Because hands were lifted up against the
throne of the LORD, the LORD will be at war against the
Amalekites from generation to generation.”

Background
Chapter
15

1st part The Song of Moses in which they celebrated God’s
deliverance from the Egyptians’ pursuit.
2nd part Then they came to a place called Marah, where there was
water. But they could not drink it because it was too bitter. 24 The
people grumbled to Moses.

16

From there they journeyed to the wilderness of Sin where they
murmured against Moses because there was no food, and where
they longed for the fleshpots of Egypt. There, Jehovah appeared in
the cloud of glory and began to feed them with the wilderness
manna.

17

Then they came to Rephidim where there was no water. They
quarrelled with Moses.

Who Were The Amalekites?
A formidable tribe of nomads
• living near the land of Canaan
(the desert between Egypt and
Canaan)
• the first nation to attack the
Jewish people after the Exodus
from Egypt
• can be considered as
representative of all evil forces
opposed to God's people
throughout all the ages.

Under Attack
(Over & Over Again!)
Discouraged? Defeated? Depressed?

Tired? (Physical & Spiritual)
Overdepent?
Overconfident?

Dissatisfied? Quarrelsome?

Forgetfulness?

“I lift up my eyes to the
mountains — where does
my help come from? 2 My
help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and
earth.”
Psalms 121: 1-2

Conquering Our ‘Amalekites’
We Need To Fight
Exodus 17:9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and
go out to fight the Amalekites…”
Ephesians 6 tells us to put on the full armor of God and stand fast
against the devil.
Colossians 3 tells us to put to death what is earthly in us.
1 Timothy 6:12 tells us to fight the good fight!

Conquering Our ‘Amalekites’
We Need One Another
“Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the
staff of God in my hands.”
11 As

long as Moses held up his hands, the
Israelites were winning, but whenever he
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were
winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they
took a stone and put it under him and he sat on
it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on
one side, one on the other—so that his hands
remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua
overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.

Conquering Our ‘Amalekites’
We Need God
“Banner” is a military term - it’s the signal
pole around which the army can be
gathered and regrouped.
The army gets the marching instructions to
advance or retreat.
When we raise up the banner,
we are saying,
“We rally to God. He fights for us.”

