JOHN RANSMEIER

John grew up in Asheville, North Carolina. His interest in clay began in high
school. After a visit to the Penland School of Crafts, a bit of research and some
ingenuity, he built his first kick wheel in 1970. From books, he taught himself how
to throw clay and make pots.

During an apprenticeship with Gene Bunker, John worked in porcelain and
concentrated in glaze reduction. After a year of study at the Kansas City Art
Institute, he established a studio in the Highwater Crafts Center in Asheville, NC
and co-founded Biltmore Clay Company. He went on to study with potters Seth
Duberstein of New Paltz, New York and Paul Chaleff of Pine Plains, New York.
After working as a studio potter in production porcelain, John studied for two
years at The University of North Carolina at Asheville and then received his BFA
from Alfred University in Alfred, New York in 1990. He spent some time doing
graduate work at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, and then moved to
Santa Fe, New Mexico where he established a working studio for the next four
years.

After returning to North Carolina in 1994, John built a wood fire kiln and
established a studio in Weaverville, North Carolina where he lives and works
today. His work has spanned a wide spectrum of processes, clay bodies, glazes
and style. John continues to travel across the country exhibiting in fine craft
shows and selling his work in galleries and museums in the southeast.

Website: www.ransmeierceramics.com

Phone: 828-775-7752
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