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Scripture Alone: The Sower sows the seed of His Word (Luke 8:4–15). This 

Word is living and powerful (Heb. 4:9–13) to conceive new life in those who 

hear it. But the planting of Christ is attacked by the devil, the world, and the 

flesh. Satan snatches the Word away from hard hearts. The riches and 

pleasures of this life choke off faith. Shallow and emotional belief withers in 

time of temptation and trouble. But see how Christ bears this attack for us! 

Christ’s cross was planted in the hard and rocky soil of Golgotha. A crown of 

thorns was placed upon His head. Satan and His demons hellishly hounded 

and devoured Him. Yet, through His dying and rising again, He destroyed 

these enemies of ours. Jesus is Himself the Seed which fell to the ground and 

died in order that it might sprout forth to new life and produce much grain. In 

Him, the weak are strong (2 Cor. 11:19–12:9). He is the Word of the Father 

which does not return void (Is. 55:10–13) but yields a harvest hundredfold. 

The Divine Service 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Word 

Introit – responsively  Ps. 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 44:23, 25a, 26a 

 
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

Rise up; come | to our help! 

O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,* 

what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old: 

you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you | 

planted;* 

you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free. 

But you have saved us | from our foes* 

and have put to shame those who | hate us. 

In God we have boasted con- | tinually,* 

and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

Rise up; come | to our help! 

 

Kyrie   

 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

 
  
P O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant 

that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 

shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be 

led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 

singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn 

shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 

shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Ps. 83:18, 13 

Let your enemies know that you alone, whose name | is the LORD,* 

are the Most High over | all the earth. 

O my God, make them like | whirling dust,* 

like chaff be- | fore the wind. 

 



Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9 

For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! For you bear it if 

someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or 

puts on airs, or strikes you in the face. To my shame, I must say, we were too 

weak for that! But whatever anyone else dares to boast of-I am speaking as a 

fool-I also dare to boast of that.  Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they 

Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. Are they 

servants of Christ? I am a better one-I am talking like a madman-with far 

greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often 

near death. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less 

one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 

shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in 

danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger 

from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, 

danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless 

night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, 

apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all 

the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am 

not indignant? If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 

weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, 

knows that I am not lying. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was 

guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a 

basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. I must go on 

boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions 

and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago 

was caught up to the third heaven-whether in the body or out of the body I do 

not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into 

paradise-whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows- 

and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf 

of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 

weaknesses. Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I 

would be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think 

more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. So to keep me from 

becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a 

thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 

me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, 

that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 

my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Tract Psalm 60:1-2, 5 

O God, you have rejected us, broken our de- | fenses;* 

     you have been angry; oh, re- | store us. 

You have made the land to quake; you have torn it | open;* 

     repair its breaches, for it | totters. 

That your beloved ones may be de- | livered,* 

     give salvation by your right hand and | answer us!         

 

Holy Gospel Reading Luke 8:4-15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 8th chapter. 

  
When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to 

Jesus, he said in a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he 

sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds 

of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it 

withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil 

and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out,  

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” And when his disciples asked him 

what this parable meant, he said,  “To you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that 

‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the 

parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are 

those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away the word from 

their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the 

rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 

have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. And 

as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and 

their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they are those who, 

hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with 

patience.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

 

 



Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace   

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sermon 

 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 



Reception of New Members – Sunday @ 11:00am 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right…evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord's Prayer   

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  

 

 
 

Agnus Dei   

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Distribution of the Body and Blood of Christ 
A Prayer before receiving the Sacrament 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament 

in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A Prayer after receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the Holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and 

eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life 

eternal, through Jesus Christ, My Lord. Amen 

 

Nunc Dimittis   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thanksgiving   

 

 
 

A Let us pray… now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction   

 



 
 

Announcements for Sexagesima 

We welcome to our church family – Daniel Otten from Good Shepherd, 

Collinsville and we also welcome Mary Maslanka from Grace Lutheran 

LaGrange, IL.   

Altar Flowers – have been given in thanksgiving to God for all the many 

blessings received by Lynn Steinmann as she celebrated her 80th birthday on 

February 5.  Flowers are given by her children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  

Monday Night Service Concludes – The Board of Elders decided at their 

last meeting to conclude our Monday night service.  This Monday, February 

8th, will be our last one.  Thanks to those members who attended on 

Monday night over these last months.  If you were a regular Monday night 

attender, please contact Pastor Ball to find your new place at one of the 

other four services. 

Lenten Service Registration – Our Lenten Services begin on Wednesday, 

February 17th as we observe Ash Wednesday.  Wednesday Services 

throughout Lent will be at 8:20am, 6:00pm and 7:30pm.  Please register for 

the service you would like to attend.  School parents are encouraged to 

attend at 8:20am with their children.  Either use the form emailed to you or 

the signup sheet on the table in the narthex.  

“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” St. Paul first wrote 

those words to the Christians in Rome, but they express my gratitude to all 

of you. Thank you for your prayers, get well cards (especially those 

wonderful cards from the school children!), your encouraging words, and 

offers of help during my dance with “Rona.” She’s a mean lady, but God 

has granted me help and renewed health. I’m still tired, but I hear that’s 

common. Special thanks to Pastor Ball for his regular checkups on my 

health and for his prayers and encouragement. And all the time I need to 

recover. That really helped. I’m ready to get back at it, though, and pray 

God to give me strength. Thanks, also, to Sue Steinman for picking up some 

groceries for us. Big help. May our loving Father bless you all. The love of 

Christ shines brightly through you. In Jesus, Pastor Gleason 

The Gospel of St. Mark – Bible Class continues this Wednesday night at 

7:00pm.  Join us in person or on Zoom.  Contact Pastor Ball for details. 



LWML Sewing Days – Join us for fun days of sewing and fellowship – we 

will meet February 9, 10 and 11 from 9:00-3:00 and March 9, 10, and 11 

from 9:00-3:00 in the church basement.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  

Bring scissors and a sack lunch. 

Baby Bottles – Mosaic Pregnancy – January is Sanctity of Human Life 

Month and our church is celebrating by participating in Mosaic Pregnancy 

& Health Centers’ (PHC) Baby Bottle Campaign. 100% of the proceeds 

from this collection will go to Mosaic PHC to support their efforts to reach 

out to women, men, and their unborn babies with free life-affirming medical 

services and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Pick up a bottle in the narthex on 

your way out of church and fill it with coins, cash or checks and return by 

Sunday, February 14. To learn more about Mosaic PHC or donate online, 

visit supportmosaic.org. 

Food Pantry – In January the Pantry served 26 families. This represents 57 

adults and 19 children. Two families were new.  At present we could use 

Ramen noodles, instant potatoes, coffee, canned tomatoes, carrots, peas, 

fruit, and bar soap. We thank you for all your support. 

Metro-East Lutheran High School’s 41stannual auction is going virtual – 

The Night of Knights Virtual Auction will be held February 19-20. Check 

out Metro-East Lutheran High School on Facebook to participate in this 

event, which is the school’s biggest fundraiser of the year. MELHS 

currently is accepting donations of items to be auctioned off during the 

event. Donations can be dropped off at the school office through February 

15. Your generous contribution helps support our mission of delivering 

academic excellence to develop Christian leaders. 

Metro-East Lutheran High School – is now accepting applications for the 

2021-2022 school year. Any new students (freshmen or transfer) interested 

in seeking enrollment at MELHS are invited to go to www.melhs.org to 

download an admissions packet or contact the school office at 

618-656-0043. For more information, contact admissions@melhs.org. 

Sausage Supper – Zion, Staunton – Sunday, February 14 – 

11:00am-5:00pm – Carry-outs/Drive Thru Only – Sausage, Potatoes & 

Gravy, Green Beans & Sauerkraut – $10.00.  

Lutheranism in the Public Square – Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and 

podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted 

by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s topics include: Christian 

Nationalism, The Equality Act, Donor Conception, Media Coverage of 

Religion and more.  You can tune in live weekdays from 3-5 p.m. on 

http://www.melhs.org/
mailto:admissions@melhs.org


KFUO, 850 AM in St. Louis.  You can also listen at your convenience 

at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

Luke 8:5 – “And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was 

trampled underfoot. . .” Know any farmers like this? Who just throw their 

crop seed wherever? That’s crazy! But God’s ways are not our ways – He is 

generous beyond compare! He delights in giving. As we are more and more 

conformed to His image, may we also learn the joy of generosity and 

giving! 

IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

• For the spread of the Holy Gospel 

• For the Holy Church throughout the World, For our Synod 

• For our country, that we might be at peace and live in harmony 

• For our families as we seek to live together in holy love and peace 

• For those who live alone 

• For all doctors, nurses and medical personnel 

• For first responders in our communities 

• For the sick, the suffering, the dying of Covid-19 

 
Thanksgiving for: LYNN STEINMANN, celebrating her 80th birthday 

Healing and Comfort for: CHRISTIAN CORTRIGHT, Kendall's nephew, brain 

tumor; CHARLES ELSEA, grandfather of Amilia Lingel, hospice care; PASTOR 

GLEASON, ill with COVID, DOROTHY BRAASCH, mother of Dave, declining 

health & back pain; BUDDY GARTON, uncle of Cindy Gleason, injured in a fall 

and having complications; DARREL MILLER, health issues; CONNIE 

MADORIN, recovering from Achilles tendon surgery; PAT CORTRIGHT; brother 

of Kendall, diagnosed with cancer; BETTY STEINMANN, Hitz Home; LYNN 

STEINMANN, health issues; MILLY HALTERMAN, Dave Huckleberry’s 

grandmother, diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer and pneumonia; RICKEY 

MILLER, Alhambra Rehab & Healthcare; DORENE LANE, friend of Dave 

DeVries, spiritual and health issues; STEVE SCHWEIZER, brother of Julie 

Johnson, cancer diagnosis; KEITH QUADE, son-in-law of Dave DeVries, 

recovering from COVID and health issues with mold; NORMAN MICNHEIMER, 

Neil’s father, health issues; TIM DILLON, grandson of Dave DeVries, severe 

headaches from falls; EMILY KIEHL, niece of Cindy Gleason, vision problems; 

BARBARALYNN DEVRIES, niece of Dave DeVries, rehab for leg amputation and 

health issues; MARY GRAFF, friend of Dave DeVries, cancer treatments; KIM 

TOBIN, niece of Dave DeVries, drug issues; TOMIKO JUEDEMANN, mother of 

Linda Behrhorst, cancer treatments; DALE GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, 

brain cancer; KAY GROTEFENDT, friend of Paula Kipp, recovering from surgery 

& treatments; THOMAS SEXTON, grandchild of Keith and Judy (Sievers) 

Loemker, health issues; TINA THORLEY, former St. Paul member and student, 

health issues; STRENGTH FOR ALL PREGNANT MOTHERS  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m4qPS--gzQqxF3b_CWvS4f3YDUJ-MOGowJU9FZlTJCx-osBKEOZDdX-wzMBeoioSYHMLT30YUI5RJHkWsY5T4ec0KfCdFN2gNr_C5O7Uo0F9Xk8vRCk4ZnLGykWpqKHXUidYMmhtkqEcGTwETdjGLg==&c=U_6MBQLuUNyOOkLfppC50UMScTPfTCSWWeUTzGMssQMGRM8LJau-SA==&ch=uyfxlsjnRUjE40thiNn_919IYQqAdzy8T73bKt5bwV6wemnVsnotNw==

