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Making Writing Real: Teaching 
Through Genre 

Stevi	  Quate	  
Visions of good writing come from reading. –Katie Wood Ray 

 
Sometimes teachers muddy mode and genre. The CCSS talks about modes. 
Most textbooks group writing by modes. But in the real world, we talk about 
genres. As Katie Wood Ray notes, “Good writers know what kind of thing they 
are making with writing. They can answer the question, should someone ask, 
‘what have I read in the world that is like what you are trying to write?’ No 
one I know would answer that question with words like narrative or persuasive 
or expository. These words simply aren’t operational for people who write. 
They aren’t the terms writers use to talk about or think about the writing they 
are producing . . . . Mode words don’t actually name the kinds of things 
people make with writing, so by themselves they don’t give anyone a vision 
for writing. Genre words do that work much better.”  
                              http://utahteacherswrite.org/whatworks/?page_id=35 
 

 
How might a teacher organize a genre study? 

1. Best guess gathering (What are your best guesses about this genre? 
Students and teachers gather texts that they think are in that genre.) 

2. Immersion (Exploring multiple texts, including our touchstone text, from an 
inquiry stance in order to refine the initial guesses) 

3. Sifting (Refining the best guesses and building the categories for the 
genre; students are building their working definition) 

4. Second immersion (Continuing the exploration of the genre) 
5. Touchstone try its (Doing “write likes”) 
6. Writing (Giving it a go: writing in the genre) 
7. Reflecting/self-assessing (Determining how well students were able to 

write in that genre; this is best if students self-assess) 
 
What is the teacher’s role? 

• Provocateur – the person who provokes the discussion about the topic 
under study.  

• Coach -- This is particularly important and plays out in a variety of ways. 
For instance, if the teacher notices that students are moving in a direction 
that doesn’t make sense, such as over generalizing a genre, the teacher 
brings in counter examples and provokes the students to look again. The 
teacher avoids providing answers but instead leads students to answer 
their own questions. 

• Mentor – The teacher is a writer who shares with students what she does as 
a writer, challenges she faces, and ways she solves those challenges. 



     Stevi Quate             WWW.STEVIQ.COM                steviq@gmail.com 2	  	  	  

Our Touchstone Text: 

From	  Now	  On,	  No	  More	  Mr.	  Nice	  Guy	  
Leonard Pitts ( Miami Herald 01/10/2015 ) 
 
Dear Terrorists: 
 
Ok, you win. We surrender. 
 
Never thought I’d say that, but then, I never thought I’d see gunmen burst into 
the offices of a satirical magazine as happened last Wednesday in Paris. Never 
thought I’d see 12 people killed — most were employees, two were police 
officers — because a magazine published provocative cartoons mocking 
extremist Islam. 
 
Here in the United States, as in France, as in pretty much every free place on the 
globe, we’ve cherished this crazy idea that people should be free to say 
whatever they darn well please. We have particularly believed in the power of 
humor, not simply as a means of expression, but as a way of puncturing the 
powerful and pricking the pretentious, of defying those who seek to make us 
fear. 
 
But the bloodshed at Charlie Hebdo magazine forces us to realize the error of 
our ways. So I am here to announce that you have achieved your goal. From this 
moment on, no one on the planet — the entire planet, do you hear? — will ever, 
ever, ever again make fun of you. This is The End of Satire. 
 
So you’ll hear no more cracks about Osama bin Gotten. 
 
No one will ever again say you’re full of Shiite. 
 
And you won’t have to hear anyone sing, “Bomb bomb bomb, bomb bomb 
Iran” to the tune of an old Beach Boys song. 
 
I even hear Jon Stewart is quitting The Daily Show to host a program on The Food 
Network, specializing in New Jersey cuisine. Mad magazine is going out of 
business and its famed mascot, the infidel Alfred E. Neuman, just became the 
latest journalist beheaded by ISIS. Bill Maher is teaching religious studies in 
Mississippi, Lewis Black is practicing Zen Buddhism and Stephen Colbert now 
claims “Stephen Colbert” was nothing more than a character he played. 
 
You know, this isn’t easy for us. In America, we have a tradition, stretching from 
Mark Twain to Will Rogers, to Dick Gregory to Norman Lear to the 
aforementioned Jon Stewart, of using humor to make trenchant political points. 
Probably, the French have a similar tradition. 
 
But we finally get what you’re saying: Allah don’t play that. 
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And not just Allah. Back in December, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
threatened “merciless” retaliation over The Interview, a (by all reports) silly 
comedy about two idiot American journalists who are asked to assassinate him. 
The FBI says a devastating cyber attack on Sony Pictures, which released the film, 
originated in that hermit kingdom. 
 
Take all that in conjunction with the 2006 riots after publication of cartoons 
depicting the Prophet Mohammed, the 2010 threat of a fatwa against South 
Park, a 2011 firebombing at Charlie Hebdo and last year’s crackdown on Bassem 
Youssef, host of an Egyptian version of The Daily Show, and one thing becomes 
clear:  
 
While we’ve fought forces of corruption, hypocrisy, totalitarianism and terror with 
reason, sanctions, humanitarian pleas and even violence, it turns out that what 
they really hate is when you laugh at them. 
 
So, OK, message received. We won’t laugh at you again, ever, ever ever. You 
win. 
 
Indeed, I propose a new law: One may no longer place one’s tongue in one’s 
cheek under penalty of death. I’m also voting Boko Haram for school board. 
And from now on, no more pork on my fork. Do you know where I can get a deal 
on a burqa for my daughter? The one I’m pulling out of college immediately? 
Oh, and you’ll be happy to hear I’m growing my beard out and I’ve ordered my 
wife to grow one, too, just to be on the safe side. She says she can’t, but I’ll bet 
40 lashes will make those follicles of hers think twice about their defiance. 
 
Yes sir, satire is dead, and you killed it. Trust me. From now on, we will treat you 
only with the respect you deserve. 
 
Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-
blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article5742624.html#storylink=cpy 

 
Reading Like a Writer 

 From Penny Kittle’s Write Beside Them, pg 74 
• What do you notice about how this text was written? 
• Underline repeating phrases or repeating ideas or images. 
• Notice how examples that support ideas are written. Underline 

evidence to support a position. 
• Where does the writer show not tell? 
• Why do you think the writer chose to organize this piece this way? 
• Why did the piece open the way it did? How would you define the 

lead? 
• What do you think the writer left out of this piece – or cut in revision? 
• What did you notice that you might try in your writing? 



     Stevi Quate             WWW.STEVIQ.COM                steviq@gmail.com 4	  	  	  

EXPLORATION:	  http://padlet.com/steviq/earcos	  

NOTICINGS:	  AUTHOR’S	  CRAFT	  
 
NOTICINGS: WHAT DO 

I NOTICE THAT THE 
AUTHOR IS DOING? 

INFERENCES: WHY 
DID THE AUTHOR DO 

THIS? WHAT DO I 
INFER? 

APPLICATIONS: 
HOW MIGHT I 

POSSIBLY DO THE 
SAME THING? WHERE 
IN MY WORK? WHY? 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



     Stevi Quate             WWW.STEVIQ.COM                steviq@gmail.com 5	  	  	  
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Examples of Genre 

Thanks to Colorado Writing Project 
 
 

 

Memoir 

Personal narrative 

Vignette 

Abstract 

Police report 

Instruction manual 

Feature article 

Editorial 

Op-ed 

Column 

Review 

Short story 

Script 

Biographical sketch 

How to article 

Literary criticism 

Slice of life writing 

Interview 

Essay 

Commentary 

Speech 

Guidebook 

Horoscope 

Comic strip 

Eulogy 

Bylaw 

Bill  

Apology letter 

 

Advice column 

Travelogues 

Forward 

Blog 

Photo essay 

Poetry about topics  

Writing for tests  

Science fiction 

Mystery 

Mini-mystery 

Fantasy 

Historical fiction 

Realistic fiction 

Campaign speech 

Lab report 

Business letter 

Personal letter 

Resume 

Recipe 

Popular science  

Grant proposal 

Critique 

Literature reviews 

Nature writing 

Jokes  

Junk Mail 

Prologue/epilogue 

Roast 

Invitation 

 

Introduction 

Letters of 

recommendation 

College application 

essay 

Slice of life essay 

Memo 

White paper 

PSA: Public service   

announcements 

Fan fiction 

Graphic novel/essay 

Email 

Tweet 

 

Writing literally makes students smarter. 
--Schmoker, 2006 
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Genre Study 

Matrix: Is this the right genre to study? 
 
Genre under consideration:  
 
This genre matches 
my current student 
needs and interests 
as well as the 
standards. 
 

Absolutely! Mostly true Somewhat 
   

This genre reflects the 
right amount of 
breadth for in-depth 
study. 

A genre with clear 
boundaries yet 
variety that leads 
to complex study 
of the genre itself 

Very broad with 
multiple subcategories  
(i.e., historical fiction, 
science fiction) 

Narrow genre - requires 
special knowledge 
(i.e., science lab 
report, weather 
forecast, farmers 
almanac) 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Can you find this 
genre in its own 
section at the local 
book store or on 
Amazon.com? 

Absolutely! Unlikely I don’t know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Do adult readers 
regularly deal with 
this genre? 
 
 
 
 
 

Absolutely! A few I don’t know. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Can you easily find 
models of this genre? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Absolutely! I’d have to really 
search 

I don’t know. 

 
 
 
 

  

Are writers currently 
writing in this genre? 

Absolutely! A few I don’t know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


