
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture.  People 
stand at attention.  People weep.  People prostrate themselves 
in prayer.  The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s 
glory.  Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  Gather round.  Listen up.  Glimpse the 
glory of God. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Page numbers are located in the front half of the red worship book. 
Hymns and songs (#) are located in the back half of the book. 

 

Prelude                                                  “Come What May” 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 



Rejoice in this good news: 

In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 
adopted into the household of Christ, 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Song                               “Hands to the Heavens” 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the  
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10                                        Old Testament pages 436-437 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem.  Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to 
them in the public square.  When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in 
exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 19:1-10 

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, 
and their message to the ends of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

A New Kind of Justice 
 

All sorts of social cues tell us that “justice” requires vengeance, punishment, pain 
for pain, or even death, in the case of violent crime.  This is what we call 
“retributive justice.”  In our reading today Jesus claims fulfillment of God’s  
promise as proclaimed by Isaiah; Jesus has come “to bring good news to the poor” 
and “to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18).  This is not a kind of justice that promises peace at 
the expense of others.  Rather, the justice to which Jesus alludes is restorative. 
 

Our culture encourages a retributive mindset.  We want offenders to suffer, 
thinking that it will deter them and others from such actions.  It seldom does.  
The thinking is that retributive violence is required in response to wrongdoing.  
But this dynamic only reinforces the spiral of violence.  Restorative justice, in 
contrast, is the turning around offered by Jesus when he states that Isaiah’s 
prophecy has been fulfilled. 
 

Restorative justice is the foundation of salvation.  By his coming into the world, 
Jesus brings with him the salvation that will proclaim liberty to all of us who are 
captive to something, whether we deserve that liberty in the eyes of society or 
not. 
 

Restorative justice reminds us that love is not about deserving, and that God’s 
will for you and for me is to be so filled with God’s grace that we are once again 
made complete, made whole, and restored.  Jesus is sending a signal that his 
coming into the world is an invitation to look at everything we think we know 
from a different perspective.  Everything that Jesus says has been fulfilled is 
something that restores righteousness to the universe and heals and builds  
relationship. 



7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a                                                New Testament page 174 
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately 
connected we are in the church.  For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital 
message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 
 

The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                             “Spirit of the Living God” 
 

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21                                                                                      New Testament page 61 
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth.  In the words of 
Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 

 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day                         “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
 

Apostles' Creed                                                                                                                               page 127 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                                                                   page 127 
 

Peace                                                                                                                                                page 128 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, 
as a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering and 
“Count Me In” may be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 



Offering Song                                         “Jesus, Remember Me” 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . 
. . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed. . .  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks. . . 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 



Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
Conversion of Paul 

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes 
to an end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the  
early church, the apostle Paul.  His encounter with the risen Christ turned him 
from persecutor of the followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 

 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 
These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle 
Paul.  Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was 
imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake. 

 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as 
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul.  Lydia, a seller of purple 
goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and 
Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 

 
Friday, January 28, 2022 

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history,  
Aquinas worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle.  A 
member of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a  
hymnwriter. 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm: 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to 
participate.  Receive the bread first with an open hand and eat immediately, followed by the wine 
(red) or grape juice (white).  Gluten-free bread is available.  You may kneel or stand when  
gathering at the altar rail.  Please indicate to an usher if you need to receive communion from your 
pew.  Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. 



Communion Songs 

                                                        “I Shall Be Clean Again” 
 
Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one  
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Milestones and Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                                 “Build Your Kingdom Here” 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                          “Flawless” 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Usher: DeDe Swanson 

Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 
Power Point:  

Lector: Cindy Koepp 
Acolytes: Lola Mold & Hunter Zaske 

Communion Assistants: Colleen Larson & Millie Peters 
Altar Guild: Kathy McDonald & Linda Tripp 

 
 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Ushers: Mike & Kristin Papke 
Organist:  

Power Point:  
Lector: Shari Schlagel 

Liturgist:  
Acolytes: Alison Baylor & Natalie Rood 

Communion Assistants: Jean Hoffman & Alissa Zeltinger 
Altar Guild: Kathy McDonald & Linda Tripp 
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