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Spring Migration (March—May)

Birds push northward toward brezdj,ng grounds. depect:L?

. Huge waves of shorebirds (Dunlin, Red Knot, Sanderling). = . =~ -

L N

. Terns andéymmers returning to nest. . Lt — .
. Brlght flashes o?warblers, tanagers, orioles, and other songblm“_'-'—;f'.
~ forests.

- Raptorslike Osprey, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon following coast!ine updrafts.
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Summer (June—-August)

Not a major migration season, but key for:
b v”'
. Breeding colonies of Least Terns, Black Ski

« Brown Pelicans feeding ChICkS on neerby |slaxigs
- Young herons and ibis di g frOm roo}lferles. X :
Fall Migration (Aug ﬂ' %rand Finale. o ViV T
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: *- re than 30 species p055|ble in a day. e
8 -‘ﬂ tunltlesfors ol -bIown rar|t|esI|ketro\p|caI

*~.» Mass‘fve songblrd fllghts occur after cold fronts
Winter (December—February) : . .' !

The Outer Banks becomes a waterfow! paradise.

« Tundra Swans, Snow Geese, and Northern Pmtall dommate the skle

. Raptors like Northern Harrier, Short-eared OwI and Bald Eagle hunt the!
marshes.

. Loons, scoters, and gannets populate nearshore waters.




The Atlantic FT&”/I\A)Vay

The Atlantic Flyway,is one of the four major bird-migration
superhighways in North Amerlca It stretches from:

Arctic Canada - Eastern U.S. 9 Carlbb"é'an 4"’@éyntral & South

America : ! Atlantic Ocean

Millions of birds travel this route-every spring and fall

emar(e Sound
= Jockey's Ridge

Birds follow the Atlantic coast betause it. provides: | Wik

. Clear directional guidance (shoreline acts like a natural map) ““**
5 A 2 3 Oregon Inlet
. Consistent habitats at predictable intervals — beaches,
marshes, estuaries, forests

. Rich feeding and resting areas (msect hatches, seed beds,
fish, mvertebrates) |
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of America’s Top Migration Sites

» 3

Pea Island NWR (est. 1938) is internationally recognized for its bird
. diversity due to:

P‘y ’ m S&*l}ﬁeshufa er

" ‘b ean beaches for resting & fegd,mg
. Soundside marshes & mudflats
. Shrub thickets that shelter songbirds

More than 370 species have been recorded — nearly the entire NC
bird list.

Birding Hotspots Within the Rgi¥lg

North Pond Wildlife Trail — best§or shor
Mwaterfowl.
. South Pond - excellent for geese, swan$, and storm-blown
rarities.
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he Southeast’s only records.
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her notable rare visitors

Ruff (Eurasian shorebird) \m
Hudsonian God a mig‘fg\“t) B i i

Long-billed Curlew (very rare in NC)
Little Gull \4

e« Sandhill Crane flyovers
. __._O'ccagi'c_maqlb rare geese (Greater White_-front

Goose, Cackling Goose)
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Gulls & Terns
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brackish |mbqﬂrid|rp,enats act like oases m L
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