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Union  
ContraCts 
reviewed
After aldermen on the 
Finance Committee 
approved Mayor Setti 
Warren’s contracts with 

non-union and unionized 
municipal employees in 
August, the full Board 
of Aldermen held up 
approval of the agree-
ments until its members 
could review the mayor’s 

financial projections. 
At virtually the same 

time, the state issued 
emergency regulations 
defining a process of 
expedited negotiations 
between municipalities 

and unions based on 
reform legislation, signed 
by the governor in July, 
that enables municipali-
ties to modify employee 
health plans without 
going through the full 

collective-bargaining 
process. The emergency 
regulations provide 
municipalities with a 90-
day window to use this 
negotiating tool. They 
expire Nov. 12.

Over the River,  
Through the Woods

State representative Kay Khan championed  
the restoration of three pedestrian bridges across 

the Charles River. Work continues on the  
trails connecting them. BY TiffanY smiTh

“People used to say that this is a bridge to nowhere,” 
recalls Kay Khan while looking out over the Charles River. 
They weren’t wrong. The Lower Falls footbridge, with its 
crumbling supports, was an impasse: decaying railroad 
ties overgrown with weeds. But thanks largely to work of 
the state representative for the 11th Middlesex District, 
this bridge and two others spanning the Charles are re-
opening to foot traffic. 

It took years to get here. The trestle bridge south of 
Concord Street at Baker Place once carried train cars 
laden with building materials for Grossman’s Lumber 
in Wellesley. When Grossman’s closed in the 1990s, the 
bridge slowly deteriorated. Khan, a resident of Lower Falls 
for more than forty years, recognized the pedestrian pos-
sibilities the decaying bridge presented. “It seemed like 
something that made a lot of sense to pursue,” she said. 

Not everyone agreed. When Khan began promoting 
her vision to restore the bridge, connecting Lower Falls 
with Wellesley, her suggestion met with controversy. 
Nearby residents feared the foot traffic along the mile-
long path that stretches from Washington Street and arcs 
northeast through Lower Falls. But Khan believed in the 
project and won support from other residents and local 
groups. A ribbon cutting for the bridge was scheduled in 
September, but plans to improve the path, which might 
one day reach across Route 128 to the MBTA’s Riverside 
Station, remain unsettled. 

Fortunately, Khan’s timing was good. Meetings with 
the state’s Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) garnered state funding for the Lower Falls bridge 
and two other pedestrian bridges in Newton: the Riverside 
Park footbridge (Pony Truss Bridge) and the Recreation 
Road footbridge (Stringer Bridge). Renovations of these 
bridges, which both connect Auburndale to neighboring 
Weston, should be completed over the next few years and, 
if Khan’s hopes are well placed, will revitalize these recre-
ational areas along the river. 

Khan views the renovations of these bridges as a large 
part of her legacy. “Bridging neighborhoods and seeing 
young children and families already biking across the re-
cently completed Lower Falls Footbridge is a joy,” she said. 
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