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anita diamant
novelist
newton resident since: 1988
Hometown Haunts: Blacker’s Bakery, 
l’aroma café, second appearance,  
Bread and chocolate Bakery, lumière,  
newton free liBrary, newtonville Books  

eighty bazillion copies in print? yes, 
that equals clout. longtime newton 
resident anita diamant became a star 
with The Red Tent, her reimagining 
of the old testament’s Joseph and 
his famous brood of sons, as told by a 
sister whose rape is detailed in Genesis. 
retelling history through the eyes of the 
marginalized—women, Jews, slaves, the 
rural poor—has become a trademark for 
diamant, who has explored cape ann in 
the 1800s in The Last Days of Dogtown 
and postwar Britain in Day after Night. 

“as a woman and feminist, i see 
many chapters yet to be written, 
many stories yet to be unearthed and 
imagined,” she says. “adding a different 
perspective—one that’s been left out of 
the official history books—adds context 
and complicates our view of life; to me, 
that’s all to the good.”

diamant has created more than ex-
quisite fiction. Before she began writing 
novels, she penned guides to Jewish life. 
while researching one about converting 
to Judaism, diamant saw the need for 
a mikveh, a facility that would offer the 
traditional bathing pool, but also space 
for education, family celebrations, and 
community gatherings.

in 2004, she founded mayyim hayy-
im: living waters community mikveh 
and education center on washington 
street. thousands of people visit each 
year to mark life moments: pregnancies, 
adoptions, conversions, illness, weddings, 
and losses. the guest book pages are 
scrawled with joy, gratitude, and even 
quiet words of closure following grief. 

“we had this dream of opening the 
door to the broadest iteration possible 
of people who are Jewish and becoming 
Jewish,” diamant says, praising the city 
for embracing mayyim hayyim’s “experi-
ment in contemporary Jewish life.” 

Because writing can be solitary, 
diamant cherishes community life. there 
are coffee dates with friends (Blacker’s 
Bakery has the best challah, she says), 
work sessions in the library, and, when 
she’s got writer’s block, long rambles 
along the charles river with her minia-
ture schnauzer, Buddy. from her home at 
night, she can hear sounds coming from 
the albemarle fields—cheers for rugby 
and soccer, the occasional crack of a 
cricket bat, people calling to one another.

“you hear people laughing and all 
sorts of languages spoken,” she says. “it’s 
all lit up and has this ‘field of dreams’ 
quality that i love.”

 linda wHitlock 
ceo, board member, strategy consultant 
newton resident since: 1977
Hometown Haunts: aquitaine Bis,  
new enGland moBile Book fair,  
anthony andrew Jewelers, crystal lake  

linda whitlock’s radio selections are indica-
tive of her personality: the dial constantly 
alternates between npr and sports talk 
radio. she may come off as serious, but she 
isn’t afraid to kick back for a little pats tailgat-
ing on a breezy weekend afternoon.  

on the one hand, this newton high-
lands resident is a finance and strategy 
consultant with her own company, the 
whitlock Group, the past president and 
ceo of the Boys & Girls clubs of Boston, 
and a member of numerous corporate and 
nonprofit boards, including those of the 
cambridge trust company, the princeton 
review, Brigham and women’s hospital, 
Brandeis university, and aesrx, a local 
biopharmaceutical company. 

on the other hand, this mother of two 
and grandmother of two more is very re-
laxed and isn’t afraid to let out an infectious 
laugh that crinkles her freckled nose. whit-
lock loves soccer and also has season tickets 
to both the patriots and the red sox. 

whitlock characterizes her life in two 

words: “following whimsy.” her career has 
travelled a circuitous path from teaching 
urban planning at tufts and mit and volun-
teering on the newton highlands neighbor-
hood area council to helping run the initia-
tive for a competitive inner city nonprofit 
and assisting with both the dukakis and 
obama presidential campaigns. her resume 
is so varied that she jokes that she can’t keep 
a job. “i have sought out opportunities that i 
think will teach me something. places where 
i can serve and make a difference.”

so what landed this all-star in newton? 
after living in cities across the nation, 
whitlock and her husband decided that 
they wanted to be in Boston, in a commu-
nity that coupled diversity, liberal political 
and social values, and economic variety. 
and newton was it. 

after their children moved out, they 
debated moving into Boston, but couldn’t 
bear to leave. whitlock’s maryland-based 
daughter is currently searching for a new 
home and she admitted to mother that “i 
want to find a house like our house, on a 
street like our street, in a neighborhood like 
newton.” can there be a greater compli-
ment to our city?  
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