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 Janice Bourque
entrepreneur, leader,  
Board memBer
newton resident since: 1984
Hometown Haunts: LincoLn Street 
coffee, o’Hara’S, JuSt next Door,  
tHe Barn famiLy SHoe Store, Diva, 
nationaL LumBer 

Janice Bourque’s life has been char-
acterized by a series of communi-
ties—and the individuals, businesses, 
and causes that represent them.  

Growing up with four brothers, 
a sister, and an endless supply of 
cousins, Bourque’s family was a com-
munity in its own right. But living 
with so many people taught her how 
to share, while still being tough and 
getting what you need. and these 
lessons prepared her for a lifetime of 
achieving results.

She started off studying to be 
a vet, moved to get her m.B.a. in 
finance and accounting, and advised 
small start-up companies through 
one of the Big 8 firms, before finding 
her niche in the emerging biotech in-
dustry. She married her science and 
business backgrounds and helped 
the cutting-edge science community 
grow and thrive, even becoming 
president/ceo of the massachu-
setts Biotechnology council for 
many years. She now acts as the 
managing Director of Life Sciences 
for Hercules technology Growth 
capital, a finance company.

Bourque quickly discovered that 
“i like working within communities 
that have a mission and a focus.” 
and she has been a driving force 
behind many such missions. She 
is on the boards of groups such 
as the David H. Koch institute for 
integrative cancer research at 
mit, the Boston museum, and the 
village Bank. more locally, she is the 
long-time president of the newton 
Highlands neighborhood area 
council and helped start the crystal 
Lake conservancy, which acts as a 
steward for the local landmark.

When Bourque first moved to 
newton from new Hampshire, she 
would drive around, learning the 
area. “i like to see my neighbors, 
talk to them, yell out the window 
at them. When i drove through 
newton Highlands, people were out 
in their yards, engaging with each 
other,” she remembers. She knew 
that she had found her new home. 

if living within all of these com-
munities has taught Bourque any-
thing, it’s that “a community doesn’t 
happen by itself.” She encourages 
others to contribute to whatever 
communities make up their lives: “if 
you love it, you have to find a way to 
help sustain it,” she says.
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