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Ivan Marchuk is the only Ukrainian artist to achieve global 

recognition in his lifetime, who has chosen to return to Ukraine. 

Hailed as a ‘living genius’ by UK consultancy Creators Synectics, 

Marchuk is famous for inventing pliontanizm, an intricate 

technique that involves the ‘dabbing-on’ of paint. The mischievous technique that involves the ‘dabbing-on’ of paint. The mischievous 

sage is an obsessive guardian of his works, which are coveted by 

collectors and institutions alike, and has been promised a Marchuk 

Museum by a succession of Ukrainian presidents. Marchuk is the 

ultimate ambassador of Ukrainian high culture, and a global artistic 

phenomenon. 

Ivan Marchuk was born in 1936 in Moskalivka, a picturesque yet
remote village in Western Ukraine. Gifted from a young age, Ivan remote village in Western Ukraine. Gifted from a young age, Ivan 
studied at the now-famous Ivan Trush College in Lviv. His work was 
considered too avant-garde by the establishment, which led to 
tensions with faculty and fellow students alike. An unofficial artist, 
persecuted by the Soviet authorities, Marchuk nonetheless continued persecuted by the Soviet authorities, Marchuk nonetheless continued 
an obsessive search for his own inimitable style. He drew heavily from 
Ukrainian folk art, especially the craft of weaving, which engendered 
his pliontanizm, or ‘dabbing-on’/’weaverism’. 

Marchuk spent many years living abroad, in the US and Canada, as 
well as Australia, where he rose to prominence with galleries and 
collectors. The émigré experience was enriching: he not only 
familiarized himself with some of the finest art collections in the familiarized himself with some of the finest art collections in the 
world and met some of the leading gallerists, artists and art critics of 
our time, but also gained an insight into the commercial dimension 
of a flourishing art world. 

Marchuk found affinity with such innovators as Pollock, De Kooning, and 
Picasso. Soon after witnessing the terrorist attacks of 9/11, in 2001, he 
returned to his homeland. When asked what motivated this unorthodox 
move, he cited the shock of global terror, and confessed that he missed 
the sumptuous warmth of Ukrainian women.

In Ukraine, superstar status awaited him. Although his work was not 
recognized by the Ukrainian establishment until the years of 
independence, he was awarded a series of prestigious nationalindependence, he was awarded a series of prestigious national
awards upon his return (including the 1997 Taras Shevchenko Prize). 
In 2006, he was admitted as an Honorary Member of the Rome 
Academy of Contemporary Art, and in 2007 Marchuk took the 72nd 
place in the British rating of '100 Living Geniuses' by Creators 
Synectics, alongside Damien Hirst, Matt Groening, George Soros, 
the Dalai Lama, et al. Selection criteria included: role in changing 
society, public recognition, achievements and cultural significance society, public recognition, achievements and cultural significance 
of each candidate. 

Today Marchuk is a household name among Ukrainians the world 
over, and a part of global art history. He has exhibited all over the 
world, including highlight exhibitions in the UNESCO building in 
Paris and at the Ukrainian Institute in New York. However, his lifetime 
dream of a Marchuk Museum has yet to come true. Ukraine’s first 
private gallery, Triptych: Global Arts Workshop (est. 1988) is the first private gallery, Triptych: Global Arts Workshop (est. 1988) is the first 
public space to establish a permanent exhibition of his works in 
2015. Ivan Marchuk currently lives and works in Kyiv. 
He celebrates his eightieth birthday in May 2016.

“Art is karma, cosmic, inescapable.
It takes you hostage, and

no ransom will do.”

IVAN MARCHUK: UKRAINIAN SOUL,
 GLOBAL GENIUS



“The visual arts cross 
cultural boundaries fluently”
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Myroslava Hartmond (Halushka) is a British 
Ukrainian collector, art entrepreneur, and
expert on cultural diplomacy.Myroslava is also 
a Research Associate of the Centre for 
International Studies, University of Oxford, 
where she explores the role of culture in 
establishing a new national identity for establishing a new national identity for 
Ukraine in the global arena. In 2014 she 
graduated from the University of Oxford with 
an MPhil in International Relations. 

Her thesis, subsequently read in over 65 countries, was 
entitled ‘Trojan Horses in a Cold War: Art Exhibitions as an 
Instrument of Cultural Diplomacy, 1945-1985’. She holds a 
BA(Hons) degree in International Law from the Institute of 
International Relations, Kyiv Taras Shevchenko National 
University, and undergraduate qualifications in History of Art University, and undergraduate qualifications in History of Art 
from the University of Oxford. 

Cultural diplomacy can be understood as interstate 
communication through initiatives, such as art exhibitions 
and concerts, that have the power to alter perceptions of the 
general public and to influence decision-makers and foreign general public and to influence decision-makers and foreign 
investors. Myroslava’s goal is to develop a viable strategy 
for the promotion of Ukrainian high culture abroad, and to 
put it into practice. She believes that Marchuk’s unique 
brand of excellence will appeal to audiences worldwide.

Triptych: Global Arts Workshop  (est. 1988), is an 
historic gallery in Kyiv’s famous cobbled street 
Andriivskyi Uzviz. For almost three decades, it has been 
dedicated to showcasing the best of Ukrainian art. The 
gallery is located in a stunning imperial building opposite gallery is located in a stunning imperial building opposite 
Rastrelli’s baroque masterpiece, St Andrew’s Church. Its 
unique interior pays homage to Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh’s willow pattern design. 
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Burst of Love Energy

“SUPERNOVA is intellectual art 
from a new Ukraine.”

Marchuk’s Supernovae are radiant bursts of energy, 
magnificent cosmic vistas of exploding massive 
supergiant stars. Vibrant and dynamic, these metaphysical supergiant stars. Vibrant and dynamic, these metaphysical 
studies hold great expressive power. At once intimate and 
vast, they pulsate with an eroticism that is suggestive of 
the human orgasm, the moment of cosmic union between 
lovers. These works are testament to the plasticity of 
pliontanizm.pliontanizm. A fine veneer of acrylic is carefully laid onto 
canvas or paper, so that the work’s surface resembles the 
cross-section of a mineral.

The present collection celebrates Ivan Marchuk’s 
non-figurative work, a progressive yet lesser-known aspect of non-figurative work, a progressive yet lesser-known aspect of 
his versatile opus. These works were first shown to the public 
on Ukraine’s Independence Day, 2015. It is often overlooked 
that Ukraine is a country that takes part in space exploration, 
and has made considerable technological advances in the 
field.



Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2007

Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2008

Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2007

Acrylic on paper 64x50cm
2008
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Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2008

Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2008

Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2007

Acrylic on paper 65x50cm
2008
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Acrylic on canvas 75x60cm
2000

A Song of Morning Birds

Acrylic on canvas 75x60cm
2004

A Vision of My Dreams in Bloom

Acrylic on canvas 77x60cm
1999

A Ray of Light

Acrylic on canvas 100x80cm
2007

A View Onto The World




