UNINSURED ADULTS IN BROWARD COUNTY: BACKGROUND & PARTNER REFERRAL INFORMATION
The Affordable Care Act (“ACA”), as passed by Congress, provided affordable coverage for virtually all American adults
(with the exception of certain immigrants). 1 For adults age 19-65 with low to moderate incomes the ACA established
two “paths” to coverage:
1) People with moderate incomes (100 to 400% of the federal poverty level) could receive subsidies to help pay for
insurance in the Healthcare Marketplace (healthcare.gov in Florida);
2) Adults with low incomes (under 138% federal poverty level) would get health coverage through expanded
Medicaid. Medicaid expansion also proposed to eliminate Medicaid’s “categorical requirement,” which limits
adult coverage to pregnant women, parents and people who were aged, blind or disabled.
Medicaid expansion was intended to be national, but in 2012 the Supreme Court ruled it must be a state “option.”
STATUS AND IMPACT
Florida is one of only 14 states that have not expanded Medicaid. As a
result, 445,000 2 Floridians, including over 60,000 Broward County
residents, 3 fall into the “Coverage Gap,” meaning they have no path to
affordable coverage. For example, a working parent with one child who
earns just $500/month (less than 50% of FPL) is over-income for Florida’s
very limited Medicaid coverage of parents, and, at the same time, is below
the 100% income cut-off for Marketplace subsidies. For monthly and yearly
income charts click here. (The income charts are also printed on the back.)
A large body of data and evidence show that those states which have chosen to expand Medicaid under the ACA have
witnessed improved healthcare access and individual financial stability, as well as economic benefits for states, local
communities and providers.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED: REFERRING TO Florida Health Justice Project (FHJP)
FHJP is working with local partners who serve uninsured low-income individuals. FHJP provides education on the status
of health coverage in Florida and will do the following for individuals who consent to be referred to FHJP:
•
•
•

•

•

Contact the individual within one week.
Explain the background and status of the ACA in Florida.
Educate the individual about potential eligibility for various government funded health care programs including
Medicaid, Medically Needy Medicaid, the ACA healthcare.gov Marketplace and the Miami-Dade County publicly
funded program at Jackson Health System, Jackson Prime.
Refer individuals to Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida who appear to be eligible for civil legal aid services.
Support and provide training to individuals who want to share their personal story about the impact of being
uninsured, see Florida Health Justice STORIES

Most children in low-income families were already eligible for Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP, or “KidCare in Florida),
and adults over 65 are eligible for Medicare.
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