
AARP’s Fraud Watch Network can help you spot and avoid 
scams. Sign up for free “Watchdog Alerts”, review our 
scam-tracking map, or call our toll-free helpline, 877-908-3360 
if you or a loved one suspect you’ve been a victim.

FraudWatch Newsletter
The New Year is the perfect time to take control of your finances — but beware of crim-
inal scammers offering quick fixes that are too good to be true. Scammers often exploit 
financial stress by promising instant relief or quick results to become debt-free. These 
schemes typically involve up-front fees, bad advice like avoiding your creditors, or vague 
claims about what services they actually provide. Before committing to a debt relief service 
and providing your sensitive personal information, research reviews and check for com-
plaints with organizations like the Better Business Bureau to ensure their credibility. If you 
need help getting out of debt, turn to an organization like the Nonprofit National Founda-
tion for Credit Counseling.

Over one-third of U.S. adults who have bought something through an ad on their 
social media feed report being defrauded, according to a new AARP survey. Don’t 
let scammers advertise their way into your wallet this new year; here are three tips 
to stay ahead of social media shopping scams.
•	 Don’t click on the ad. If the ad appears to be from a known retailer, type the 

address into your browser or use the retailer’s app. Scammers can impersonate 
legitimate retailers, and clicking on the ad could bring you to a copycat site.

•	 Read reviews and research. If the ad is from a retailer you’re unfamiliar with, 
verify the site’s legitimacy. Research the company and check for complaints 
with organizations like the Better Business Bureau.

•	 Check the product quality. Be wary of bait-and-switch scams where you receive 
a product inferior to what was advertised (or you receive nothing at all). If this 
happens, you can contact your credit card company to dispute the charge.

Call The Wyoming Senior Medicare Patrol for assistance with potential Medicare fraud or abuse at 1-800-856-4398

CyberWyoming Alliance’s goal is for Wyoming to be the most cyber-secure state in the nation. To do this, we know that 
cybersecurity efforts have to be local, trusted, and grassroots in nature. 
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2/1- Rawlins Tractor Supply			   1-2pm
2/4 - Lyman Bridger Valley Baptist Church            	 4-5 pm
2/5 - Lusk Senior Center                          		  1-2pm
2/5 - Worland Fairgrounds                 	                  4-5pm
2/6  - Pinedale Rendezvous Point                          	               11am -Noon
2/7- Rock River Fire Hall                            	       10:30 -11:30 am
2/8- Basin/Greybull Basin Fairgrounds            	                      10 -11am
2/13  - Moorcroft Old School Building 	                11am- Noon
2/15- Guernsey Town Hall                                      12pm-1pm
2/15- Kaycee Harold Jarrad Park                             9am-10am
2/15  - Rock Springs White Mountain Mall          	                           1-2pm
2/18  - Buffalo Johnson County Fairgrounds                        Noon-1pm
2/20 - Newcastle Weston  Fairgrounds               	             11 am -Noon
2/21 - Wright Multipurpose Building    	                         1-2 pm
2/24  - Fort Washakie Powwow Grounds            	                Noon-1 pm
2/24- Arapaho School                                	               Noon-1 pm
2/27 - Sheridan Fairgrounds           		                      9-10 am

If abuse, neglect, abandonment,  
intimidation or financial exploitation 

of an older adult is occurring,  
report it to Adult Protective Services.  
Basics of what DFS/APS can do:
•	 If an abuse/neglect case is reported and opened, an APS 

Caseworker will respond within 24-72 hours, depending on 
immediate danger or impending harm. 

•	 APS is mandated by statute to notify law enforcement.
•	 An APS Caseworker will interview the vulnerable adult to 

determine the facts of the situation.   
•	 APS works with the vulnerable adult regarding availability of 

community services he/she is agreeable to receive in order 
to ensure his/her safety.  

Basics of what DFS/APS cannot do:
•	 APS cannot force anyone to accept help, adults have the 

right to refuse.
•	 APS cannot force anyone to reside in a nursing home, APS 

is committed to keeping vulnerable adults as safe as possi-
ble, in their own homes.

How to make a report:
Call (307)777-7564 or click on dfs.wyo.gov/about/contact-us/  
This is a link with contact information to each community in Wyo-
ming that has a DFS office. APS abuse/neglect reports can also 
be made by contacting law enforcement in the community where 
the abuse is taking place.  
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