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Verify your identity

Hand in Hand mit Lessing ans Werk treten. Nun ging S. Von Mainz und Frankfirt aus unternahm S. Er engagirte S. Die erste Vorstellung im neuen
Regime fand am 7. Madame S. Auch Brandes kam wieder und Zuccarini. War in Frankfurt noch Borchers als Lear verlacht und Hamlet als Farce
betrachtet worden, so nisteten sich diese Dramen in Mannheim ein. Auch Richard ITI. Wieder stand seine Frau im Hintergrunde der verderblichen
Begebenheiten. Mai selbst in den Souffleurkasten. Bald war Schleswig wieder seine Zuflucht. Vater und Tochter waren ein ganzes Leben lang an



einander vorbeigegangen. Und Sophie schreibt am Aber Vater S. September , Uhr UTC. Dieser Text wurde zweimal anhand der Quelle
Korrektur gelesen. Die Schreibweise folgt dem Orignaltext. Brandes, Meine Lebensgeschichte. Schmied Chronologie des deutschen Theaters , S.
Iffland, Meine theatralische Laufbahn. Menzel, Gesch. Wagner, 2 The Seyler Company remained for one year at the ducal court in Gotha, where
Seyler and other of the troupe's members also nvolved themselves in the broader cultural and social life, and in freemasonry.

At its debut in, Ariadne auf Naxos received enthusiastic reviews in Germany and afterwards, in the whole of Europe, with music critics calling
attention to its originality, sweetness, and ingenious execution. It is widely considered Benda's best work, and inspired Mozart. In Seyler received
the Electoral Saxon privilege as theatre director and performed in Leipzig and Dresden , and in he opened a newly built summer theatre in
Dresden. In Seyler also employed Goethe's close fiiend Friedrich Maximilian Klinger as a playwright and secretary, and he remained with the
company for two years. Klinger had followed Goethe to Weimar earlier in the same year, and at the time he joined the Seyler Company he had
just broken with Goethe under unclear circunrstances. He brought with him the manuscript of his recently finished play Sturm und Drang , which
was first performed by the Seyler Company on 1 April in Leipzig; the play gave its name to the artistic movement Sturmund Drang.

In Seyler relinquished the Electoral Saxon privilege and his company took to the road again. He is regarded as the father of theatrical life in
Frankfurt. When Charles Theodore , the Prince-Elector of the Electoral Palatinate , additionally became the Duke of Bavaria in , he moved his
court from the Palatine capital of Mannheim to Munich and brought the theatre company of Theobald Marchand with him. At first Dalberg
contracted Abel Seyler's theatre company with performing in Mannheim on an occasional basis from to In the autunn of Seyler moved
permanently to Mannheim with the remaining members of his theatre company. Several actors who had been affiliated with the Gotha Court
Theatre under Konrad Ekhof's direction in the past few years—essentially an offShoot of the Seyler Theatre Company—also joined him, Ekhof
himself had died the previous year.

The Mannheim National Theatre opened in October with Seyler as its first artistic director [note 2] and Dalberg as its general administrator. At
Mannheim Seyler directed several Shakespeare productions, and left a lasting legacy. He was forced to leave his position as director of the
Mannheim National Theatre in, "after his wife's jealousy had provoked an unfortunate incident;" [14] during a quarrel with his wife's "scheming”
[25] student, the year old actress Elisabeth Toscani , the usually level-headed Seyler lost his temper and gave her a slap in the face in response to
repeated insolent remarks during theatre rehearsals. A report commissioned by Dalberg noted that Toscani belonged to "the weaker sex" and that
Seyler was the director of a theatre company and should be held to a higher standard.

In order to "restore the peace" of the theatre Dalberg decided to retire Seyler with a pension. In he established his own troupe based in Altona
near Hamburg. From to he was again artistic director of the Schleswig Court Theatre. His wife Sophie Seyler died in Earlier in that year she had
published the romantic Singspiel or opera Huon and Amanda or Oberon , based on a poem by their friend and collaborator Christoph Martin
Wieland. A lightly adapted version of Seyler's opera [27] with new music by Paul Wranitzky became the first opera performed by Emanuel
Schikaneder 's troupe at the Theater auf der Wieden , and established a tradition within Schikaneder's company of fairy-tale operas that was to
culminate two years later in Mozart 's and Schikaneder's opera The Magic Flute ; Sophie Seyler's Oberon is regarded as one of the primary
influences on the plot and characters of The Magic Flute.

He was mterred in Rellingen on 1 May Seyler is widely regarded as one of the great theatre principals of 18th century Europe and has been
described as "the leading patron of German theatre" in his lifetime. Seyler mostly focused on the artistic, economic and administrative management
of his theatrical company; his own lack of a background as an actor, his patrician family and his former profession as a merchant banker, made him
stand out among the theatre principals of his era, in a profession that was just starting to gain respectability. John Warrack noted that.. Knud Lyne
Rahbek highlighted the fact that while he had never been an actor himself, he demonstrated a great enthusiasm for and refined knowledge of the
arts.

His theatrical legacy eventually overshadowed the dubious reputation he had earned as a banker in his younger years. Like many of his
collaborators, Seyler was a freemason. He joined freemasonry in London in, [37] became a member of the Absalom lodge in Hamburg in May ,
[38] and was mvolved with freemasonry until his death. Abel Seyler and Konrad Ekhof', along with other members of the Seyler Company,
founded the first masonic lodge in Gotha. The lodge was originally named Cosmopolit , but was renamed Zum Rautenkranz in honour of the ducal
family shortly after. The lodge became a centre of the spiritual and cultural life of Gotha, and a stronghold of enlightenment and philanthropy. Many
members of Seyler's lodge, notably the Duke and his brother, also became members of the Illuminati , and the Duke later offered that society's
founder Adam Weishaupt asylum in Gotha. Abel Seyler was married in his first marriage fromto Sophie Elisabeth Andreae —, the daughter of the
wealthy Hanoverian court pharmacist Leopold Andreae — and Katharina Elisabeth Rosenhagen died Her parents were already deceased and her
only close relative was her older brother and only sibling, the court pharmacist J.

Andreae , who became a noted Enlightenment natural scientist. The wedding took place in Hanover and Abel and Sophie Elisabeth had two sons
and a daughter: Abel Seyler the Younger , who became court pharmacist in Celle and who was a member of the Iluminati ; L. After the death of
his first wife in, their children were raised in Hanover by their maternal uncle. By several accounts J. Andreae was a highly erudite, generous and
kind man who becae a loving father figure to his sister's children; he had no children of his own.

The children since had limited or no contact with their father, and all lived more conventional lives than him. They inherited the Andreae pharmacy
from their uncle on his death in They had no children. The principal founder of biochemistry and molecular biology, Felix Hoppe-Seyler , was an
adopted son of his grandson. Seyler was a godfather of Jacob Herzfeld born , [39] known as the first Jewish stage actor in Germany, [40] when
the latter converted to Christianity in From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Abel Seyler. Liestal , Switzerland. Rellingen , Duchy of Holstein.
Abel Seyler the Younger L.

Seyler Sophie Leisewitz. Main article: Seyler family. Main article: Hamburg National Theatre. Main article: Seyler Theatre Company. Walther Killy
and Rudolf Vierhaus , Vol. Theater-Calender auf das Jahr Hoffimann, Cosmopolitanism, and the Struggle for German Opera , p. Jacob and
Catherine Secretan eds. Smith, , p. Jahrhunderts , p. Reeves, A history of the theatre , p.



Jahrhundert p. Reeves, A history of the theatre , Crown Publishers, , p. Hugh Barr Gotthold Ephraim Lessing : his life, works, and thought.
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He was also a matrilineal descendant of Justina Froben, daughter of the humanist Johann Froben. He had a sister, Elisabeth Seiler — , married to
parish priest Daniel Merian. As a young man, Seyler left Basel first for London and then for Hamburg , where he was active as a merchant banker
until Mary Lindemann notes, citing the memoirs of John Parish:. Civil litigation relating to the bankruptcy was initiated in , and the case reached the
Imperial Cameral Tribunal two years later. Much criticism was directed at Seyler and Tillemann's business ethics and extravagant lifestyle.
Lindemann argues:. Seyler was described as "a handsome bon vivant.

After the bankruptcy of his bank, Seyler devoted himself'to theatre and became the main shareholder, benefactor and effective leader of the
Hamburg National Theatre , [12] an idealistic attempt to establish a national theatre based on the ideas of Ludvig Holberg. The theatre was owned
by "a consortium of twelve businessimen of the city, with a triumvirate of Seyler, Bubbers and Johann Martin Tillemann, Seyler's business partner.
But in practice, it was a one man affair, as Seyler dominated all. She was regarded as "a very fine actress, as Lessing admitted, but she was a
troublesome and tempestuous character," always at the centre of intrigue. The new Seyler regime suited Ekhof well, and he becane a lifelong
friend and collaborator of Seyler. The Hamburg National Theatre was immortalized by Lessing's influential book Hamburg Dramaturgy , a
collection of essays that reflected on the Hamburg National Theatre's efforts, and which defined the field of dramaturgy and gave 1t its name.

The Seyler Company became one of the most famous theatre companies of Europe during the period —79 and was regarded as "the best theatre
company in Germany at that time. For most of'its existence, the Seyler Company comprised around 60 members, and included an orchestra, a
ballet, house dramatists and set designers.

The company was one of the first theatre companies to maintain a permanent orchestra. Over the next ten years the company travelled extensively,
and stayed for longer periods at several courts of Europe. Theatre companies of the era, especially travelling ones, thought of themselves as
extended "families. Initially the new company struggled and Seyler failed to replicate the old success of the Hamburg National Theatre. The lack of
public interest in Hanover led to financial problems and when Ekhof in May also became seriously ill and unable to perform for some time, the
situation worsened dramatically.

Seyler's brother-in-law, the court pharmacist J. Andreae firom Hanover, who also raised Seyler's children from his first marriage, saved the Seyler
Company by the assumption of all debts before the impending ruin; Andreae however demanded that Ekhof replaced his brother-in-law as head of
the company. In the Seyler Company was invited to the ducal court in Weimar by Duchess Anna Amalia , the composer and noted patron of the
arts, and Seyler again became the company's principal. They were warmly welcomed by Anna Amalia and her court in October , and were
generously paid; the company performed three times a week for select guests at the Weimar ducal court. In Anna Amalia was a year old widow
who reigned as regent on behalf of her young son. The Seyler Company's arrival in Weimar coincided with the infancy of the cultural era known as
the Weimar Classicism, when the Duchess nvited many of the most eminent men in Germany to her court in Weimar, including Herder , Goethe
and Schiller.

Seyler thus missed Goethe 's arrival at the Weimar court a year later. The Seyler Company remained for one year at the ducal court in Gotha,
where Seyler and other of the troupe's members also involved thenselves in the broader cultural and social life, and in freemasonry. At its debut in
, Ariadne auf Naxos received enthusiastic reviews in Germany and afterwards, in the whole of Europe, with music critics calling attention to its
originality, sweetness, and ingenious execution. It is widely considered Benda's best work, and inspired Mozart. In Seyler received the Electoral
Saxon privilege as theatre director and performed in Leipzig and Dresden , and in he opened a newly built summer theatre in Dresden.

In Seyler also employed Goethe's close friend Friedrich Maximilian Klinger as a playwright and secretary, and he remained with the company for
two years. Klinger had followed Goethe to Weimar earlier in the same year, and at the time he joined the Seyler Company he had just broken with
Goethe under unclear circunstances. He brought with him the manuscript of his recently finished play Sturm und Drang , which was first performed
by the Seyler Company on 1 April in Leipzg; the play gave its name to the artistic movement Sturm und Drang,

In Seyler relinquished the Electoral Saxon privilege and his company took to the road again. He is regarded as the father of theatrical life in
Frankfurt. When Charles Theodore , the Prince-Elector of the Electoral Palatinate , additionally became the Duke of Bavaria in , he moved his
court from the Palatine capital of Mannheim to Munich and brought the theatre company of Theobald Marchand with him. At first Dalberg
contracted Abel Seyler's theatre company with performing in Mannheim on an occasional basis from to In the autunn of Seyler moved
permanently to Mannheim with the remaining members of his theatre company.

Several actors who had been affiliated with the Gotha Court Theatre under Konrad Ekhof's direction in the past few years—essentially an offShoot
of the Seyler Theatre Company—also joined him;, Ekhof himself' had died the previous year. The Mannheim National Theatre opened in October
with Seyler as its first artistic director [note 2] and Dalberg as its general administrator. At Mannheim Seyler directed several Shakespeare



productions, and left a lasting legacy. He was forced to leave his position as director of the Mannheim National Theatre in, "after his wife's
jealousy had provoked an unfortunate incident;" [14] during a quarrel with his wife's "scheming [25] student, the year old actress Elisabeth
Toscani , the usually level-headed Seyler lost his temper and gave her a slap in the face in response to repeated insolent remarks during theatre
rehearsals. A report commissioned by Dalberg noted that Toscani belonged to "the weaker sex" and that Seyler was the director of a theatre
company and should be held to a higher standard.

In order to "restore the peace" of the theatre Dalberg decided to retire Seyler with a pension. In he established his own troupe based in Altona
near Hamburg. From to he was again artistic director of the Schleswig Court Theatre. His wife Sophie Seyler died in Earlier in that year she had
published the romantic Singspiel or opera Huon and Amanda or Oberon , based on a poem by their friend and collaborator Christoph Martin
Wieland.

A lightly adapted version of Seyler's opera [27] with new music by Paul Wranitzky became the first opera performed by Emanuel Schikaneder 's
troupe at the Theater auf der Wieden , and established a tradition within Schikaneder's company of fairy-tale operas that was to culminate two
years later in Mozart 's and Schikaneder's opera The Magic Flute ; Sophie Seyler's Oberon is regarded as one of the primary influences on the
plot and characters of The Magic Flute. He was interred in Rellingen on 1 May Seyler is widely regarded as one of the great theatre principals of
18th century Europe and has been described as "the leading patron of German theatre" in his lifetime.

Seyler mostly focused on the artistic, economic and administrative management of his theatrical company; his own lack of a background as an
actor, his patrician family and his former profession as a merchant banker, made him stand out among the theatre principals of his era, na
profession that was just starting to gain respectability. John Warrack noted that:. Knud Lyne Rahbek highlighted the fact that while he had never
been an actor himself, he demonstrated a great enthusiasm for and refined knowledge of the arts. His theatrical legacy eventually overshadowed
the dubious reputation he had earmed as a banker in his younger years.

Like many of his collaborators, Seyler was a freemason. He joined freemasonry in London in, [37] became a member of the Absalom lodge in
Hamburg in May , [38] and was involved with freemasonry until his death. Abel Seyler and Konrad Ekhof', along with other members of the
Seyler Company, founded the first masonic lodge in Gotha. The lodge was originally named Cosmopolit , but was renamed Zum Rautenkranz in
honour of the ducal family shortly after. The lodge became a centre of the spiritual and cultural life of Gotha, and a stronghold of enlightenment and
philanthropy. Many members of Seyler's lodge, notably the Duke and his brother, also became members of the Illuminati , and the Duke later
offered that society's founder Adam Weishaupt asylum in Gotha. Abel Seyler was married in his first marriage fromto Sophie Elisabeth Andreae
—, the daughter of the wealthy Hanoverian court pharmacist Leopold Andreae — and Katharina Elisabeth Rosenhagen died Her parents were
already deceased and her only close relative was her older brother and only sibling, the court pharmacist J.

Andreae , who became a noted Enlightenment natural scientist. The wedding took place in Hanover and Abel and Sophie Elisabeth had two sons
and a daughter: Abel Seyler the Younger , who became court pharmacist in Celle and who was a member of the Iluminati ; L. After the death of
his first wife in, their children were raised in Hanover by their maternal uncle. By several accounts J. Andreae was a highly erudite, generous and
kind man who becane a loving father figure to his sister's children; he had no children of his own. The children since had limited or no contact with
their father, and all lived more conventional lives than him. They inherited the Andreae pharmacy from their uncle on his death in
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Author: Lesley Sharpe. Login via Institution. Purchase mstant access PDF download and unlimited online access :. Auch Brandes kam wieder und
Zuccarini. War in Frankfurt noch Borchers als Lear verlacht und Hamlet als Farce betrachtet worden, so nisteten sich diese Dramen in Mannheim
ein. Auch Richard III. Wieder stand seine Frau im Hintergrunde der verderblichen Begebenheiten.

Mai sebbst in den Souffleurkasten. Bald war Schleswig wieder seine Zuftucht. Vater und Tochter waren ein ganzes Leben lang an einander
vorbeigegangen. Und Sophie schreibt am Aber Vater S. September , Uhr UTC. Dieser Text wurde zweimal anhand der Quelle Korrektur gelesen.
Die Schreibweise folgt dem Originaltext. Brandes, Meine Lebensgeschichte. Schmied Chronologie des deutschen Theaters , S. Iffland, Meine
theatralische Laufbahn. Fromto he was the founding artistic director of the Mannheim National Theatre. He commissioned works such as Sturm
und Drang by Klinger which gave its name to the era , Ariadne auf Naxos by Benda and Alceste by Schweitzer , considered "the first serious
German opera.

Abel Seyler was born in in Liestal outside Basel in Switzerland. He was the son of the Reformed clergyman, Dr. Abel Seyler Seiler the elder —,
who was parish priest of Frenkendorf-Munzach in Liestal fromto , and Anna Katharina Burckhardt — He grew up in a learned and pious
Reformed family and was descended on both his parents' sides from some of the most prominent patrician families of Basel. His mother belonged
to the noted Burckhardt family. On his mother's side he was also descended from the Merian and Faesch families. He was also a matrilineal
descendant of Justina Froben, daughter of the humanist Johann Froben.

He had a sister, Elisabeth Seiler — , married to parish priest Daniel Merian. As a young man, Seyler left Basel first for London and then for
Hamburg , where he was active as a merchant banker until Mary Lindemann notes, citing the memoirs of John Parish:. Civil litigation relating to the
bankruptcy was initiated in , and the case reached the Imperial Cameral Tribunal two years later. Much criticism was directed at Seyler and
Tillemann's business ethics and extravagant lifestyle. Lindemann argues:. Seyler was described as "a handsome bon vivant. After the bankruptcy of
his bank, Seyler devoted hinself'to theatre and became the main shareholder, benefactor and effective leader of the Hamburg National Theatre ,



[12] an idealistic attempt to establish a national theatre based on the ideas of Ludvig Holberg, The theatre was owned by "a consortium of twelve
businessmen of the city, with a triumwirate of Seyler, Bubbers and Johann Martin Tillemann, Seyler's business partner.

But in practice, it was a one man affair, as Seyler dominated all. She was regarded as "a very fine actress, as Lessing admitted, but she was a
troublesome and tempestuous character," always at the centre of intrigue. The new Seyler regime suited Ekhof well, and he became a lifelong
friend and collaborator of Seyler. The Hamburg National Theatre was immortalized by Lessing's influential book Hamburg Dramaturgy , a
collection of essays that reflected on the Hamburg National Theatre's efforts, and which defined the field of dramaturgy and gave it its name. The
Seyler Company became one of the most famous theatre companies of Furope during the period —79 and was regarded as "the best theatre
company in Germany at that time.

For most of its existence, the Seyler Company comprised around 60 members, and included an orchestra, a ballet, house dramatists and set
designers. The company was one of the first theatre companies to maintain a permanent orchestra. Over the next ten years the company travelled
extensively, and stayed for longer periods at several courts of Europe. Theatre companies of the era, especially travelling ones, thought of
themselves as extended "families. Initially the new company struggled and Seyler failed to replicate the old success of the Hamburg National
Theatre. The lack of public interest in Hanover led to financial problens and when Ekhof'in May also became seriously ill and unable to perform
for some time, the situation worsened dramatically. Seyler's brother-in-law, the court pharmacist J.

Andreae from Hanover, who also raised Seyler's children from his first marriage, saved the Seyler Company by the assumption of all debts before
the impending ruin; Andreae however demanded that Ekhofreplaced his brother-in-law as head of the company. In the Seyler Company was
mvited to the ducal court in Weimar by Duchess Anna Amalia , the composer and noted patron of the arts, and Seyler again became the
company's principal. They were warmly welcomed by Anna Amalia and her court in October , and were generously paid; the company performed
three times a week for select guests at the Weimar ducal court. In Anna Amalia was a year old widow who reigned as regent on behalf of her
young son. The Seyler Company's arrival in Weimar coincided with the infancy of the cultural era known as the Weimar Classicism , when the
Duchess invited many of the most eminent men in Germany to her court in Weimar, including Herder , Goethe and Schiller.

Seyler thus missed Goethe 's arrival at the Weimar court a year later. The Seyler Company remained for one year at the ducal court in Gotha,
where Seyler and other of the troupe's members also involved thenselves in the broader cultural and social life, and in freemasonry. At its debut in
, Ariadne auf Naxos received enthusiastic reviews in Germany and afterwards, in the whole of Europe, with music critics calling attention to its
originality, sweetness, and ingenious execution. It is widely considered Benda's best work, and inspired Mozart. In Seyler received the Electoral
Saxon privilege as theatre director and performed in Leipzig and Dresden , and in he opened a newly built summer theatre in Dresden.

In Seyler also employed Goethe's close friend Friedrich Maximilian Klinger as a playwright and secretary, and he remained with the company for
two years. Klinger had followed Goethe to Weimar earlier in the same year, and at the time he joined the Seyler Company he had just broken with
Goethe under unclear circunstances. He brought with him the manuscript of his recently finished play Sturm und Drang , which was first performed
by the Seyler Company on 1 April in Leipzg; the play gave its name to the artistic movement Sturm und Drang,

In Seyler relinquished the Electoral Saxon privilege and his company took to the road again. He is regarded as the father of theatrical life in
Frankfirt. When Charles Theodore , the Prince-Elector of the Electoral Palatinate , additionally became the Duke of Bavaria in , he moved his
court from the Palatine capital of Mannheim to Munich and brought the theatre company of Theobald Marchand with him.

At first Dalberg contracted Abel Seyler's theatre company with performing in Mannheim on an occasional basis fromto In the autunn of Seyler
moved permanently to Mannheim with the remaining members of his theatre company. Several actors who had been affiliated with the Gotha Court
Theatre under Konrad Ekhof's direction in the past few years—essentially an offshoot of the Seyler Theatre Company—also joined him, Ekhof
himself had died the previous year.
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