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Crosswords are a traditional part of many daily newspapers. Since 1913, when Arthur Yonne published the first crossword puzzle in the world of New York, puzzles around the world are thrilled with these scratch-on-the-head games [source: A Brief History of Crossword Puzzles]. And there are more crossword puzzles than fun; some studies have shown that regularly addressing
puzzles, such as crosswords or sudok, can help improve your memory, and can even reduce mental decline in older people [source: Christie's]. Crosswords are also a great way to improve your vocabulary and general knowledge. Some crosswords are simple, but some of them are definitely not. The famous New York Times Sunday crossword puzzle is one of the hardest out
there, and it's not for people with faint of heart. But don't despair – there are plenty of tricks out there that can help turn you into a puzzle master. Remember, the harder the puzzle, the more satisfying it is when you fill that last square. Advertising Ready to dive? Read on for the top 10 tips for solving crossword puzzles. The contents of crossword puzzles are a bit like spiders; each
response is associated with others nearby to form a wicker network of letters. Tugging on one line of letters also affects everyone else. Most crossword puzzles are naturally divided into multiple groups up and down keys associated with other groups of longer responses. With that in mind, working through a puzzle of one cluster of columns at a time - as opposed to going through
all through hints at once, and then all the clues down - is a good strategy. Every word you fill will help solve others around it. Advertising Sometimes crossword masters will draw in other languages for their answers. But how should you know if there is an answer in English or something else? You will have to rely on the key to tell you. If the wording of the question refers to a
particular city or country, or if part of the question is in a foreign language, that's a pretty sure indicator that your answer should be the same language [source: Sayles]. Several crossword enthusiasts are actually freely used in the languages most commonly found in clues, but basic knowledge of articles, verbs and personal names in some of the most common languages will go a
long way. French, Spanish, German and Latin are particularly popular with puzzle masters. Advertising Popular strategy for testing is to go through all the issues and skip the ones you don't know. And while they're not multiple choices, you can do the same with crossword puzzles - thankfully without a score at the end. Don't waste too much time tearing your hair over a key you
just can't break. Go easy because this strategy comes with a bonus: filling in the answers you know will provide letters for those you don't. That significantly reduce capabilities, especially for clues where more than one response may be applied. Advertising Are you stuck with a semi-finished puzzle and a rotating head? Don't let it stress you out - crosswords are meant to be
challenging, but they also have to be fun. It's wonderful to just go for a while. If you're not competing at an American crossword tournament, there are no time limits, so don't go nuts trying to finish the puzzle at lunchtime. Sometimes the best thing you can do is take a break and clear your mind. Come back to it later and you might be surprised to jump out at you. Advertising This
happens to all of us. If you look at the word long enough, all of a sudden it just looks wrong - even if it's a word you spelling correctly from junior high school. So, it wouldn't be too weird to spot a mistake among your answers, would it? Putting E before I instead of another path can reset other hints in this particular puzzle section. There will also be times when the answers first
come from language such as Arabic or Russian, whose alphabets are completely different from the Latin alphabet used by most Western countries. As a result, there are often a number of accepted spellings for these translated words. In such cases, the tooltip will usually include var brackets to indicate that there are several set ways to spell the word in question. Advertising Is
there a puzzle key that gives you additional problems? Is there a question mark at the end? In the world of crosswords, a clue with a question mark means that a specific clue requires a second look. Typically, this bit of punctuation is an indication that the clue itself is a play in words, as opposed to a simple question requiring answering or filling out an empty one [source: Sayles].
So the most obvious answer probably isn't correct. Think of all possible meanings of the tooltip; You can always steer on it while you go to other pieces of the puzzle. Advertising Many crossword puzzles have a title that gives some insight into the theme of the puzzle. And, regardless of whether the puzzle has a title, it will almost always have a theme. Over the course of the
puzzle, the author will scatter the answers that snap back into the subject. These answers will usually be longer and contain a few words. Often the clues will be a play on the subject, so the connection may not be immediately apparent. However, keeping a theme or title in mind as you go through hints may provide some insight to bring you in the right direction. Advertising Let's
call a shovel. But does that mean what we call a shovel shovel - or a suit of cards? Some words have not one or two meanings, but several. If the piece of the puzzle does not come together, and one of the clues may have than one answer, try them all. Specifically, be aware of the search for words with multiple meanings in the clues of the question mark mentioned earlier.
Puzzles composers and editors sneaky bouquet; they will use multiple values to throw solvers out of the smell. Thinking outside the box, both literally and figuratively, will help you finish the job. Advertising Are you waffles between more than one possible answer, or maybe just taking a stab in the dark? There will always be times when you think you know what the answer is, but
you can't be 100 percent sure. Do you take a chance and write in your guess, or not? If the answer in question intersects with another one, maybe it-maybe-it's not a question, skip it at the moment. Writing the wrong answers can lead you a mana, especially if you're one of the brave souls who prefers to do the puzzle in the pen. Instead, relying on answers that you know are right
to bring you back to safe territory. Advertising There's absolutely no shame in relying on the handbook. Some of the main advantages of crossword puzzles extend your own knowledge and vocabulary. If you've solved all the clues down in one cluster, but one of the answers you've received isn't a term you're familiar with, pull your robust Oxford English Dictionary off the shelf. You
will either learn that the word is correct and add something new to your phraseology, or you find that some of your downward answers need rethinking. Other reference books, such as thesaurus or encyclopedia, are equally useful. After all, if you knew every crossword answer without even trying, it wouldn't be that much fun - and you wouldn't have the new nugget of little things to
binge at cocktail parties. For more information on crosswords and other games, see the link on the next page. Get comfortable and let's test your knowledge of weird locks, crazy big numbers and embargo snack foods. American crossword tournament website. (March 15, 2010) . Crossword strategies. (March 17, 2010) Nancy. Stay sharp: Electronic games and exercises to
combat memory loss. EverydayHealth.com 18, 2008. (March 17, 2010) Patrick, dir. Wordplay. Weinstein Company. 2006. (March 23, 2010)Jensen, Sik Kambon. A brief history of crossword puzzles. American crossword tournament website. February 1997. (March 15, 2010) New York Times. Wordplay: Crossword Blog New York Times. (March 16, 2010) English Dictionary. (24
March 2018) Philip J . J. K. Rowling Dictionary of phrases. (March 19, 2010) Photo: Pixabay (Pexels)For some reason, many people believe that the ability to tackle crosswords is a talent that has flowed at birth to the chosen few. It couldn't be further from the truth. Crosswords are not an unchanging test of your vocabulary or intelligence - they are a learned lesson that anyone
can develop. Learning new skills is one of the best ways to make yourself both market and happy, but ... Read alsoNo other word or puzzle game asks for as much of your brain as a crossword puzzle. Experienced puzzles examine not only the literal meaning of each clue, but also the likes they've seen before, the often repetitive answers, the syntax quirk, the calamburi, the
cultural references- and, of course, the theme of the puzzle. Unfortunately, this means that crosswords can be downright inhospitable to newcomers. Everyone starts somewhere, and no matter what your capabilities look like now, here are four common strategies to help you improve. Doing puzzles every dayThe most comfortable way to improve in crossword puzzles is to make
many of them, and the best way to do that is to work them out in your daily life. To me, that means tackling a few puzzles from the ancient book 365 Will Shortz crossword puzzles before bed every night. My mom prints Washington Post crosswords and chips away at them for breakfast; my friends traveling by bus or train are diehard crossword fans of the New York Times. G/O
Media can get a commissionNew York Times puzzle is most people crossword gateway drugs for a reason: they are easy to find and have built-in difficulty ranking. Monday is the easiest, Saturdays are the hardest, and the puzzles between ramp day after day, so you can choose the ones that work for you. Still, the New York Times is far from the only publisher out there. The
Washington Post, Los Angeles Times and Merriam-Webster also publish daily American-style crosswords; If cryptic crosswords are your jam, try The Guardian. Some organizations, such as Queer Qrosswords and Puzzles for Progress, will even send you original themed puzzles as rewards for nonprofit donations. Just remember that each publication has its own style - mastering
the complex expression of a clue in Saturday's New York Times puzzle won't necessarily translate to one of the post, and vice versa. Use the AppIf you really want to up your crossword puzzle game by signing up for an app like this with the New York Times, that's a great idea. As much as I love them, paper puzzles just can't touch the handy features you get with the app. You can
easily check your work or reveal replies by letter rather than accidentally peeking into the whole solution. This demystifies clues enough to make them feasible, which is exactly what you want. In addition, most of the time of your work, which makes it easy to measure the But in fact, the biggest advantage is accessibility: holding around thousands of digital puzzles in your pocket
makes it easy to make a lot of puzzles. Know, some ---- like---CheatCheating is a sensitive topic among crossword enthusiasts, but there's no denying that it has its place. Crosswords should be fun, and repeatedly banging your head against the same wall, praying for another result is not my idea of fun. In addition, disappointment is a lousy teacher; If you don't have serious
competitive puzzle aspirations, stubbornly refusing to look for answers or check your work, you're not going anywhere. A lot of games require a lot of investment in time – at least if you want to have a better gear, ... Read alsoObviously, you have to solve every hint you possibly can without help, but you can't improve seamlessly. A little strategic deception can guide you through
even the most difficult puzzles. Apps make it super easy: just check or open the letters one at a time until you can solve a particularly unpleasant tip. This gives you enough information to (basically) hack it yourself, which in turn makes the answer more likely to stick in your memory. Paper puzzles make strategic deception a little tougher, but thanks to the internet, not much. If
you're stuck on a printed crossword, Google's whole hint is in quotes. Framing the search around the question rather than, say, how many emails you should work with will help you understand what the key wanted from you. Over time, you find yourself needing less and less help to solve puzzles that would previously be real stumps. LearnHow you are serious about the skill of
crossword puzzles, the internet is full of similar people who would like to help. A blog like Rex Parker is a great place to start. He solves the New York Times puzzle every day, compares difficulties to other puzzles from this day of the week, and breaks down key pairs of clues/answers in a short post. Between posts and comments, you'll get a fuller image of the solution than if you
were just looking for answers. You can also specialize even more and brush on your crossword puzzle - words that often appear in crossword puzzles, but almost never in conversation. The New York Times has a quiz that tests your crosswords, and there's a more general guide to Dictionary.com. Perhaps predictably, there is also a whole crossword website, with a new word
presented every day, and a large archive. If the statistical approach is greater than your speed, there are crossword response databases out there. Data scientist Noah Weltman analyzed a set of New York Times crossword puzzles from 1996-2012, then staged them with a crossword puzzle and how often they appeared. You can filter lists by a minimum number of speeches or
word length, and see details about any Response. Similarly, the Xwordinfo.com Xwordinfo.com Show you the most popular answers and hints for a Times puzzle by year-long or word length. Hell, you can really go all the same and code yourself some tutorials like this guy did, although it's unclear whether his approach is more effective than just doing a whole bunch of crossword
puzzles. This does not mean that you have to build a robot or memorize clues to solve crosswords more efficiently; the best learning strategy is the one that makes you happy. It doesn't matter how many puzzles you decide, or how quickly you can solve them - just what you keep on it. If you can do that, you will never stop improving. Improve.
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