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Executive   Summary   
  

This   report   analyzes   the   design   elements   used   in   a   professional’s   ePortfolio   through   a   rhetorical   
lens.   A   professor   of   Civil   Engindeering   at   Auburn   University,   Michael   Perez,   Ph.D.,   created   the   
ePortfolio   artifact.   There   are   inconsistencies   with   the   page’s   design   choices   and   a   lack   of   
cohesion.   Recommendations   include   changing   the   background   to   a   still   image,   applying   a   
unifying   color   scheme   throughout,   and   using   a   serif   font   for   paragraphs.   

  
I.   Findings   

Audience   and   purpose   
  

Dr.   Michael   A.   Perez’s   website   can   be   found   at    https://map08g.wixsite.com/cswl/teaching .   The   
links   to   the   ePortfolio’s   various   pages   are   labeled   “About”,   “The   Team”,   “Research”,   
“Teaching”,   and   “Outreach”.   The   titles   indicate   Dr.   Perez   is   targeting   an   academic,   professional   
community   in   higher   education.   Dr.   Perez’s   main   purpose   is   to   inform   his   audiences   of   his   
professional   experience.   The   “Teaching”   page   in   particular   communicates   directly   with   
prospective   employers   in   higher   eduction   as   it   is   a   portfolio   of   courses   and   subjects   he   teaches.   A   
secondary   audience   might   be   his   present   employers   observing   his   work.   
  

  
  

Image   
  

In   the   screenshot   above   of   the   ePortfolio,   there   are   a   variety   of   images   incorporated.   Specifically,   
the   crest   of   an   institution   and   graphic   logos   for   some   of   his   courses.   In   the   background   is   a   gif,   or   
animated   image,   of   a   crane   constructing   something   over   time.   The   text   boxes   in   the   foreground   
are   a   a   bright   golden   yellow,   framed   in   a   white   border,   with   some   detailing   in   red   forming   an   
asymmetrical   modular   design.   The   bottom   banner   displays   Auburn   University’s   logo   with   a   dark   

https://map08g.wixsite.com/cswl/teaching
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blue   background   and   an   orange   outline   to   match   Auburn’s   logo.   Similarly,   the   top   banner   has   an   
orange   outline,   but   with   a   white   background.     

  
  

Text   
  

  
  

The   “Teaching”   page   details   Dr.   Perez’s   work   with   an   emphasis   on   concision.   Specifically,   each   
module   has   the   course   title,   when   it   was   taught,   and   a   description   of   the   course.   The   titles   of   each   
course,   or   the   headers,   are   in   a   larger   font   than   the   paragraph   text.   The   bottom   banner   also   
contains   all   of   his   contact   information   and   links   to   his   relevant   professional   social   media   profiles.   
All   of   the   text   used   is   in   a   sans   serif   font   which   is   a   well-known   legible   font.     

  
  

II.   Analysis   
  

Dr.   Perez’s   ePortfolio   successfully   appeals   to   his   professional   audience   via   his   text.   However,   the   
visual   rhetorical   elements   do   not   communicate   a   strong   argument.   The   background,   banners,   and   
text   modules,   for   example,   do   not   match   well   and   lack   cohesion.   The   modular   design   choice   
works   well   for   this   page   as   it   visually   groups   like-information   together.   Yet,   the   asymmetrical   
orientation   of   the   modules,   again,   lacks   cohesion.   The   animated   background   image   detracts   from   
the   text   and,   thus,   the   purpose   to   inform.   A   visual   hierarchy,   however,   is   successfully   achieved   
with   the   larger   font   size   headers   above   the   smaller   font   size   paragraphs.   However,   the   visual   
hierarchy   is   weak   as   it   lacks   strong   contrast   between   headers   and   paragraphs.   
  

Together,   these   design   choices   demonstrate   a   lack   of   unity   and   strong   appeal   in   Dr.   Perez’s   
ePortfolio.   Wysoki   and   Lynch   (2018)   propose   that   a   limited   number   of   elements,   a   visual   
hierarchy,   and   unity   are   key   to   a   strong   visual   argument.   Dr.   Perez   weakly   employs   these   three   
features   and   needs   to   improve   them   to   form   a   stronger   argument.     

  
III.   Recommendations   

  
Based   on   an   analysis   of   Dr.   Perez’s   “Teaching”   page   in   his   ePortfolio,   the   following   are   
recommendations   to   improve   his   visual   rhetoric:   
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1. Replace   the   background   image   with   a   still   image.   
  

2. Apply   a   cohesive   color   scheme,   like   Auburn   University’s   colors,   throughout.   
  

3. Utilize   a   serif   font   for   the   paragraph   text.    
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