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This critically acclaimed play by Luis Valdez cracks opens up the portrayal of Chicanos ons onsite, challenging viewers to revisit a troubled moment in our nation's history. From the moment the myth-inflicted character El Pachuco burst onto the stage and cut his way through the drop curtain with a switch sheet, Luis Valdez spurred a
revolution in Chicano Theatre. Focusing on the events surrounding the Sleepy Lagoon Murder Trial of 1942 and the subsequent Zuit Soot Riots that turned Los Angeles into a bloody war zone, it's a gritty and vivid depiction of the terrible violence and racism suffered by young Mexican Americans on the home front during World War II.
Valdez's cadre of young urban characters struggles with the stereotypes and generalizations of America's dominant culture, the questions of assimilation and patriotism, and a desire to rebel against the mainstream pressure that threatens to erase them. Experimenting with brazen forms of narration, pop culture of the war era, and complex
characterizations, this quintessential exploration of the Mexican-American experience in the United States during the 1940s was the first, and only, Chicano play to open on Broadway. This collection features three playwright and screenwriter Luis Valdez's most important and recognized plays: Zoot Suit, Bandido! and I don't have to show
you any stinking badges. The anthology also includes an introduction by noted theater critic Dr. Jorge Huerta of the University of California-San Diego. Luis Valdez, the most recognized and celebrated Spanish playwright of our times, is the director of the renowned farmworker theatre, El Teatro Campesino. Zoot Suit is named after
Críticas Magazine's The Basics: 100 Fiction titles you should stock List Valdez is the Pachuco of Broadway, the social bandit of the media and the brilliant student who will change the face of Hollywood portrayals of his people. -Jorge Huerta ATOS Interest Level: Upper Grades Category: Adult LEKSILE: 1240L Zoot Suit1979 Broadway
PlaybillMusIcDaniel Valdez and Lalo GuerreroLyricsLalo GuerreRoBookLuis ValdezBasisThe Sleepy Lagoon murder trialProductions1979 Broadway 1981 film Zoot Suit is a play written by Luis Valdez , with casual music by Daniel Valdez and Lalo Guerrero. Zoot Suit is based on the Sleepy Lagoon Murder Trial and the Zoot Suit Riots.
Zoot Suit was the first Chicano play on Broadway. In 1981, Luis Valdez also directed a filmed version of the play, combining stage and film techniques. Plot Zoot Suit tells the story of Henry Reyna and the 38th Street Gang, who were tried for the Sleepy Lagoon Murder in Los Angeles during World War II. After a run-in with a neighbouring
gang at the local Sleepy Lagoon, comes the 38th Street gang in a fight at a party, where a young man is killed. Discriminated against for their zoo suit-wearing suit-wear Identity, twenty-two members of the 38th Street gang are put on trial for the murder, convicted and sentenced to life in prison. Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, Henry's brother
Rudy is beaten and stripped of his zoo suit during the Zoot Suit Riots. Through the efforts of George and other lawyers, as well as activist reporter Alice, with whom Henry has a brief romantic encounter, the boys win their court appeal and are freed. The play ends with a Reyna family reunion as Henry returns home and Rudy is about to
leave to join the Marines. The scene suggests that this is not the happy ending we expect, however, as several endings of Henry's story are suggested: that he returned to prison and substance abuse, died in the war in Korea and was awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, or married To Della and had five children. [1] Characters El
Pachuco: an allegorical character of the Chicano subculture of the same name. Henry Reyna: leader of 38th Street gang Enrique Reyna: Henry's father Dolores Reyna: Henry's mother Lupe Reyna: Henry's sister Rudy Reyna: Henry's brother George Shearer: lawyer for Henry and the 38th Street boys Alice Bloomfield: reporter and activist
for Henry's case, as well as a brief love interest from Henry's Della Barrios: 38th Street gang member and Henry's girlfriend The 38th Street Corridor : includes Smiley Torres, Joey Castro, Tommy Roberts, Elena Torres, and Bertha Villarreal Rafas: leader of the Downey Gang, rival for the 38th Street Gang Downey Gang: includes
Ragman, Hobo, Cholo, Zooter, Guera, Hoba, Blondie, and Little Blue Lieutenant Edwards and Sergeant Smith: detectives Members of the Press: close Press (which doubles as the prosecution), Cub Reporter, and Newsboy The Court: includes Judge F. W. Charles and Bailiff : includes Bosun's Mate, Sailors, Marine, Swabbie, Manchuka,
and Shore Patrolman Extras: Girls, Pimp, Cholo[1] Historical context The Sleepy Lagoon Murder Zoot Suit is based on the Sleepy Lagoon Murder on 1942 and the Zoot Suit Riots of 1943 in Los Angeles, California. On August 1, 1942, José Díaz was at a birthday party at the Williams Ranch. A disturbance occurred around 11 p.m..m when
a group of twenty white men from the Downey suburb showed up uninvited and complained about a lack of beer. The group from Downey Gang were kicked out of the party after demanding more beer. Meanwhile, a group of men and women from 39th street drove their cars to the nearby swimming hole and lovers' lane, called Sleepy
Lagoon, also on the Williams Ranch. Among the group were Henry Leyvas and his girlfriend Dora Baca, the characters of whom Henry Reyna and Della are contributed. Also with them was friend Bobby Telles. As the group socialized, three men pulled up and began shouting insults, met with words from Leyvas. The three drove off. The
38th street group strayed until they found a of the parked cars, where Leyvas and Baca were staying. A group of about sixteen men from the Downey gang beat Leyvas and Baca, prompting members of the 38th street group to defend their friends. After the Downey Group left, the group departed from 38th street gang to gather more of
their group, before returning to the Williams Ranch. The group arrived at Sleepy Lagoon around 1 a.m. on the morning of the 2nd around 1 p.m. to find none, so someone suggested the Downey.m gang moved to the party at the bunk house near the Williams Ranch. At the party, the Downey gang wasn't to be found. Somehow, though, a
fight broke out between the partygoers and the 38th street gang. The fight was short, ending when someone shouted the police were coming. In the aftermath of the fight, the party casters, the Delgadillos, discovered the body of José Díaz along the way, leaving the party shortly before the 38th street group arrived. His bags were turned
inside out. He was rushed to a hospital where he died an hour and a half after admission, with a concussion and two stab wounds. The circumstances surrounding Díaz's death still remain indefinitely. [2] The People v. Zammora et al. In the process of investigating the murder of José Díaz, hundreds of young men and women were brought
into the L.A. area for police processing. Among the suspects arrested, several were badly beaten during questioning, including Henry Leyvas, Lupe Leyvas, Benny Alvarez and Eugene Carpio, and Manuel Reyes. Twenty-two men were put on trial as a group, under the defense of seven lawyers in the People v. Zammora et al. George
Shibley later joined as a lawyer on the case, winning favor from the defendants and their families for his efforts to communicate in Spanish. Alice McGrath was hired by Shibley to take notes on the trial. Although the murder weapon was never produced, after six days of deliberation, only five of the twenty-two young men were found not
guilty. The other seventeen young men were convicted of killing José Díaz, including Henry Leyvas, who along with José Ruíz and Robert Telles were convicted of murder in the first degree and two counts of assault with a deadly weapon with intent to kill. Leyvas, Ruíz and Telles were sentenced to life in prison, while the other young men
were sentenced to one to five years. The ruling was overturned in October 1944 and the men were released due to the efforts of the Sleepy Lagoon Defense Committee, with Alice McGrath as executive secretary. However, many of the young men returned to jail, including Henry Leyvas. [2] The Zoot Suit Riots With rising tensions
between the zoo suitors and military servicers in the L.A. area, which is known as the Zoot Suit began on June 3, 1943 when a group of sailors claimed to have been robbed and beaten by Pacheco. [3] Provoked by a Nazi salute, servicemen have zoo pack with with clubs and other temporary weapons, and stripped them of their suits.
About ninety-four civilians and eighteen service performers were treated for serious injuries, with all the ninety-four arrested, but only two of the service performers. One source claimed the Riot continued for five nights as military and police efforts ended the violence. [2] However, a second source states that the team of the Riots was nine
days. [3] Production history stage debut Zoot Suit premiered at The Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles on April 1978. [4] This production with Center Theatre Group was the first professionally produced Chicano play. [5] The initial ten-day run in April sold out in two days. An audience of season ticket holders and local Mexican-Americans
have standing ovations every night from the performances at the Mark Taper Forum. A second run began in August, and tickets sold out again. [4] This extended run was held at the Aquarius Theatre, Los Angeles. [6] Broadway production The Broadway production debuted at the Winter Garden Theater on March 25, 1979, and closed on
April 29 after 41 performances and 17 previews. The production is directed by Luis Valdez and has choreography by Patricia Birch. Edward James Olmos' portrayal of El Pachuco earned him a Tony Award nomination for best actor in a play, as well as a Theatre World award. Zoot Suit was the second Latino-written and directed play
produced on Broadway, which came second to Miguel Piñero's Short Eyes in 1974. While Short Eyes won two Obie Awards, as well as the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for Best American Play, Zoot Suit ran a mere five weeks on Broadway. [8] Valdez also directed a filmed version of the play, combining stage and film techniques.
[9] 30th anniversary production In April 2008, Alma Martinez, member of the original 1978 cast of Zoot Suit, directed the 30 year anniversary production at Pomona College in Claremont, California. It was the first time since its stage debut in 1978 that Zoot Suit was manufactured in the Los Angeles area. The two-week run managed to sell
out before opening night, despite minimal advertising, mainly in Latino publications. Many outreach events were taken, including an alumni night, a staff appreciation performance, matinees that allows more than 1,000 high school students to attend, and develop a study guide for students attending the performances. The alumni event has
a reunion of original 1978 cast members, as well as members of the film version of Zoot Suit. Luis Valdez and Alice McGrath, the community activist on whom Valdez based the character Alice, were given awards. Also in the audience was from the family of Henry Leyvas, on whom Henry Reyna was based. In casting the revival, Martinez
cast over the Claremont University Consortium in search of Latino students. All the Chicano roles rolls actors making their stage debuts, and the majority of the cast are composed of non-theater chiefs. Assistant director Shakina Nayfack adapted the script to reduce homophobic and sexist language wherever possible. Martinez cast a
woman in the traditionally male role of the Press. [10] Centre Theatre Group's 50th anniversary As part of the Centre Theatre Group's 50th anniversary celebration, playwright and director Luis Valdez brought Zoot Suit to the Mark Taper Forum from January 31 to April 2, 2017. [11] The play featured Rose Portillo and Daniel Valdez, who
were original cast members of the 1978 production. Instead of reprising their roles of Henry Reyna and Della respectively, they returned to the stage to reprise the roles of Henry Reyna's parents. Rose Portillo was delighted to bring Zoot Suit to new audiences and said, I'm over the moon. It was a dream come true the first time. It's a
dream come true the second time, to come full circle and work with Luis at the Taper, where Gordon Davidson and Luis have been so influential on my artistic career. I'm looking forward to sharing Zoot Suit with a whole new crop of artists and audiences. Similarly, Daniel Valdez said, It's great to get back to where it all started 38 years
ago. I look forward to re-inhabiting the world of Zoot Suit. Academy Award nominated actor Demián Bichir also played as El Pachuco. [12] Criticism Zoot Suit was well received in its initial production in Los Angeles. In his review for Theatre Journal, Jules laughs Aaron the play for his ability to entertain both and make a political statement.
Aaron also records the emotional content of the play. [13] Richard Eder for The New York Times echoed Aaron's observations that the play is both entertaining and political. He adds that Zoot Suit is a mix of Cantinflas and Brecht. Eder adds his criticism that the play is too specific for the Chicano community and doesn't have universality.
[14] Valdez's play did not receive the same feelings in New York when it made its Broadway debut. Richard Eder expressed a different opinion of the Broadway staging of when he saw the production in L.A. Eder suggests the design elements lacked harmony, and that Zoot Suit failed to combine entertainment with symbolism, plot and
moral. [15] A week later, a New York Times review by Walter Kerr criticizes Valdez for his use of clichés. Kerr also complains about the lack of emotional connection between Daniel Valdez and Miss Hensel, who play Henry and Alice, respectively. [16] Music The songs threatened by Zoot Suit were written by Lalo Guerrero and the
playwright's brother Daniel Valdez. [1] Guerrero, known as the father of Chicano wrote music that set out Chicano culture during World War II, which led to the hallmark of the songs in Zoot Suit. [17] The music combines boogie woogie and El Paso's version of R&amp;B.[18] R&amp;B.[18] ^ a b c Valdez, Luis (2009). Zoot Pack. In
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