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Dear Texas CLD Members,

I hope all of you have had a productive and 
gratifying semester and ready for summer. I 
would like to personally thank each and every 
one of you for working tirelessly to serve the 
field of special education. It is truly the most 
important job in the world!

In this last newsletter I am writing as the 
president of Texas CLD, I would like to 

thank you for granting me the opportunity to serve our amazing 
organization. It has been such an honor to work with our fabulous 
board members Kristi Santi, Maryam Nozari, and Lesli Raymond. I 
am grateful for the support they provided to me during this past 
year in advancing Texas CLD to the next level. In 2019–2020, I will 
be serving as the Past President, Maryam will be serving as your 
President, and Kristi as the Treasurer. We are so excited to have two 
new board members joining us: Randa Keeley as the Vice President 
and Shawn Kent as the Secretary. Please help me to welcome them! 

Many of our members attended a one-day conference in Houston 
featuring special education expert and WrightsLaw founder 
Pete Wright. The conference focused on special education law, 
assessment, SMART IEPs, and strategies for effective advocacy. I 
would also like to thank the Texas CLD executive board and many 
other people who contributed their time and energy to make 
this conference successful. It was wonderful to share this exciting 
networking and professional development opportunity with you! 

Texas CLD membership and being active in our organization 
provides a stage for influencing the education and quality of life 
for individuals with learning disabilities across the life span. It is 
a vehicle for professional networking, collaboration, growth, and 
practice development. I thank you for your continuous support and 
encourage you to share information about Texas CLD with fellow 
educators and other professionals.

President’s GreetingMission Statement
The Council for Learning 
Disabilities (CLD), an international 
organization composed of 
professionals who represent 
diverse disciplines, is committed 
to enhancing the education and 
quality of life for individuals with 
learning disabilities across their 
life span. CLD accomplishes this 
by promoting and disseminating 
evidence—based research and 
practices related to the education 
of individuals with learning 
disabilities. In addition, CLD 
fosters (a) collaboration among 
professionals; (b) development 
of leaders in the field; and 
(c) advocacy for policies that 
support individuals with learning 
disabilities at local, state, and 
national levels.
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• We are also thrilled to share the news 
about the Texas A&M University-San 
Antonio CLD student chapter, first and 
only national CLD student chapter. The 
student members have started a Public 
Relations campaign, “See the ABLE not 
the LABEL” and actively serve the local 
community. The students volunteered 
at the annual Fiesta event “Fiesta Especial Celebration Day” for individuals with disabilities and 
provided four educational booths for the fair grounds. We are very proud of them!

• Members Gallery: The website has a new section for members to submit accolades 
regarding research, teaching, and community outreach. We would like to highlight our Texas 
Chapters accomplishments on a monthly basis as well as in the Newsletters. Please consider 
submitting on either your behalf or a fellow members behalf. 

Texas Student CLD Chapter News/Announcements

President’s Greeting (cont.) 
We at Texas CLD are super excited that the 2019 annual CLD conference is coming to beautiful San 
Antonio! Please mark your calendars for October 3–4 and join us at the Westin Riverwalk hotel: 
https://council-for-learning-disabilities.org/2019-annual-conference. I look forward to meeting you at 
the social event that Texas CLD will be hosting!

Have a beautiful summer with your families and loved ones!

Most sincerely,

Mariya Davis, Ph.D.

President of the Texas Council for Learning Disabilities

texascldchapter@gmail.comhttp://texascld.strikingly.com

https://www.linkedin.com/pub/texas-cld-chapter/a5/b78/91b@texas_cld @texascldchapter

Connect with us:
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Messages from the Board Members

Maryam Nozari: Vice President
I am proud to serve as the vice president of such an amazing organization. 
At TCLD, we promote evidence-based instruction, collaboration, research, 
leadership, and advocacy for individuals with learning disabilities. We also 
provide opportunities for our members to network with greatest leaders in 
the field of learning disabilities. I strongly encourage you to join us at TCLD 
to benefit from numerous opportunities and to support LD community. We 
are very excited about TCLD social event at 2019 CLD Annual Conference 
on October in San Antonio, and we look forward to meeting you all at CLD 
Conference. I welcome any comment, questions and suggestion that help us 

improve Texas chapter. Please follow us in the social media to be connected with us and get updates 
about opportunities at TCLD. Thank you all for your membership and continued support of TCLD. I 
would also like to thank our wonderful board members for their dedication to the field of learning 
disabilities. I am grateful and happy to be part of an awesome team. 

Warm regards,  
Maryam Nozari , Vice President

Kristi Santi: Past President
Dear TCLD Members,

I have had a wonderful year serving as the Past President and working alongside 
the very talented TCLD Board Members. We look forward to meeting both 
new and current members at the annual CLD conference held in San Antonio 
during October of 2019. If you wish to join TCLD, please reach out to us. We wish 
everyone a relaxing summer. 

Best to all! 
Kristi Santi, Past President

At the WrightsLaw Conference from left to right: Lesli Raymond, Mariya Davis, Pete Wright, Kristi Santi, and 
Maryam Nozari
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Lesli Raymond: Secretary
It has been my pleasure to serve as the TCLD treasurer for the last two years. 
The highlight of my tenure as treasurer was the WrightsLaw Conference 
TCLD hosted this year at the University of Houston. This conference provided 
invaluable information to our members and also allowed us to raise additional 
funds for future member activities. Although my term as a TCLD board member 
has come to an end, I look forward to participating in future TCLD-hosted 
events. Have a wonderful summer and hope to see you all in San Antonio in 
October!

Sincerely, 
Lesli Raymond, Treasurer

Messages from the Board Members (cont.) 


