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 "Playing with Fire" opens in a warehouse in an upscale New York City neighborhood. When the lights go down, you can expect
to find a sex scene involving four or five very hot people. The lighting is low, the music is slow, the scenario is romantic, and

the clothes are worn. On the other hand, you can expect to find the top, coat, and tie, and the woman in the short skirt,
someplace else. And they ain't going to be dancing. It's a sex scene, because sex scenes are at the heart of this plot. The plot
itself is about a woman named Joanna (Michelle Williams) who goes home from a parole officer interview to find her best
friend, Donna (Rosemarie DeWitt), sitting in her living room, naked, and dead. Joanna runs to the phone and calls her ex-

husband, now a cop, but he's on his way. After he arrives, Joanna calls her mother, who gives her what she needs to go to the
morgue. In the movie's third act, Joanna, now operating under the influence of alcohol, searches for the man who shot her best

friend. The movie is the work of director Ang Lee, who is best known for the critically acclaimed film "Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon" and last year's "The Ice Storm." Now he's an adulterer. "Playing with Fire" is his second film about sex and
intimacy. The first, "The Ice Storm," was about getting married and having an affair. Both films have gotten a lot of advance

publicity because of their sexual content and sensual nature. But the real content of the "Playing with Fire" is the movie's
emotional core, which is about two people finding an outlet for their inner feelings, one of them tragically. The movie begins

with Joanna (Michelle Williams) interviewing for her new job. "She's an okay person. I liked her," Joanna's parole officer, Paul
(Sean Combs), says. But he has doubts, because Joanna can't seem to get it together. It's as if she's got a real problem with
control. It's her friends who put it best. "She's only as controlled as we are," says one friend, played by Julie Kavner. At the

movie's end, Kavner will be revealed as Joanna's friend Donna. But not until the last scene, which is between her and
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