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< FROM HAWAII TO TOKYO >

During my Junior year of High School, Rotary International District 2750 (TOKYO, Japan) provided me
with a life-changing opportunity to leave my home in Hawaii and study in Japan. This experience taught
me the importance of having a mission in life, of constantly striving to do something bigger than myself.
Later, because of the tremendous positive impact that the youth exchange program had on my life, |
became determined to repay my debt to Rotary International. Before moving to Japan after graduating
from the University of California at Berkeley, | joined the Rotary Club of Kona (HI) while working at my
first job. This gave me the license to attend any weekly Rotary Club around the world.

After arriving in Japan to live and work in 2007, | asked to volunteer for the very same exchange program
that had supported me as a student (D2750, Tokyo). Eventually, after a great deal of effort to prove my
commitment to help the organization that had helped me so much, I was finally accepted as one of the
youngest member ever to join a Rotary Club in Tokyo. | then spent 4 years working with the program |
cared so much about and accepted two global leadership assignments related to Rotary that allowed
me to meet and work intimately with experienced leaders from different industries and professions
across the globe.

Since then, | have held various positions with large multi-national corporations and worked on projects
with both the U.S. Embassy, and the Japanese Government. | served as the country manager for Global
Entrepreneur Week Japan, and twice-nominated to represent Japan, oversees during the Global
Entrepreneurship Congress.

Rotary International, in particular District 5000 (Hawaii) and District 2750 (Tokyo), providing me with the
opportunity of a lifetime. The family and friends that | met through Rotary helped shape my core values
as well as providing knowledge and experience. My connection with Rotary allowed me to develop and
display my skills in commmunity service project management, while also satisfying my drive to “do
something bigger than myself” and provide real, tangible services to those in need.
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<TOHOKU STORY - IMPACT Foundation Japan >

Following the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Tohoku, both government and private
funding poured into the region in an effort to rebuild homes, lives and businesses. To some
extent, that effort has succeeded, and the physical scars of the recent devastation are beginning
to fade. But at a much deeper level, the damage is just as severe as before and may be growing
worse.

The people of Tohoku, especially the younger ones who should be starting up new businesses
and revitalizing old ones, have lost hope. Many have fled the area, heading to Tokyo and other
cities in search of opportunity. This situation is not only hurting the region today, but is crippling
its potential to function as a viable part of the Japanese economy tomorrow.

It was a growing awareness of this lack of hope and lack of faith in the future that caused me to
quit my comfortable corporate job and search for some way to make a meaningful contribution
to the next generation of Japan.

In time, this led me to join IMPACT Foundation Japan, a private foundation dedicated to
improving the lives of people in Japan in tangible ways, and in particular, by fostering
entrepreneurism among younger people in the country. I was impressed by IMPACT's leader, Dr.
William Saito (no relation), a special advisor to the Prime Minister and an award-winning
entrepreneur in the US. in his youth. Dr. Saito encouraged me to bring my skills (which were
largely a result of my experiences with Rotary) in NPO administration, social entrepreneurism, and
smooth interaction with Japanese business and government officials to help positively IMPACT
young people in Japan.

Today, | am a Director of IMPACT Foundation Japan, focused on identifying, energizing, and
cultivating entrepreneurial talent in Japan. | am in charge of developing educational workshops,
locating and vetting start-up companies for venture support, advocating policy reform, and
creating a healthy entrepreneurial ecosystem that brings together community leaders, educators,
businesspeople, and average citizens to help grow new ideas and bring them to fruition.

| believe that Rotary is the key to connecting the older and younger generations, and training the
next generation of leaders. There is so much untapped experience, tradition, and wisdom in
Rotary that needs to be passed on to the next generation. The theme of entrepreneurialism could
be a potential collaboration vehicle for the transfer of knowledge between the generations,
leading to needed revival of the Japanese economy. Moving forward, | would like to drive
advocate Rotary Japan's continued involvement in next generation development focused
programs. In particular, I would like to see the Rotary Youth Exchange Program flourish with
increased awareness of the needs and value of the ROTEX Alumni's deep connection to Rotary.
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