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If you loved the critically praised and amazing film Parasite directed by Bong Joon-ho and Han Jin-won - and you're looking for more fine Korean artistry to scratch this itch, look no further than the incredible translation books from South Korea right now. Many of these novels have similar themes to Parasite, some capture the tone and
mood of the film, and others feel quite different, but they have the brilliance of the parasite, the same ingenuity. Han Kang's vegetarian, translated by Deborah Smith I love Man Booker International Prize winner The Vegetarian by Han Kang and it's a great place to start this list. It is a beautiful and provocative story about a woman, Yeong-
hye, who is beginning to have terrible nightmares about blood and carnage, and to clear her mind and get rid of these dreams she becomes a vegetarian. The story becomes the story of control and power as her husband and family try to break her into submission, back to the norms of Korean society. To further highlight his lack of
control, Yeong-hye's own story has been told by others, in three parts, first by her husband, then by her brother-in-law and finally by her sister. It's a dark, fascinating book that you can't stop thinking about it. Kim Sagwan mina, translated by Bruce and Ju-Chan Fulton Author and translator Don Lee Choi, calls Kim Sagwa South Korea's
young, brilliant, fearless writer and is hard to argue after reading Sagwa's shocking and powerful debut, Mina. Sagwa captures everything that is complicated in adolescence in Mina, but goes further, describing a disgruntled generation that breaks with the pressures of perfection and the way of success at a time that could only be our own.
For more Kim Sagwa, pick up her latest release (including about young adults) B, Book and Me, translated by Sunhee Jeong. Thanks for signing up! Keep an eye on your inbox. By registering, you accept Kim Hyesoon's autobiography of Death translated by Don me Choi When I wrote these poems, I was probably possessed by a ghost,
listened to death, then held death in my hand and entered the house of death. Kim Hyesoon writes about death, tragedy and trauma in 49 poems – together for every day the spirit wanders after death before entering a cycle of rebirth. Powerful and haunting, this collection, translated by Don me Choi, gives voice to those who have been
unjustly killed in modern Korean history and grapple with the structure of death in which we all live, individually and collectively. With Fi Jae Lee's striking drawings and fascinating interview and translator's note capturing the fierce intelligence of both author and translator, The Autobiography of Death feels like one I've been reading.
Yideum Kim's Blood Sisters, translated by Jiyoon Lee Blood Sisters, the debut novel by the famous poet Kim Yideum, tells the story of Jeong Yeoul, a student coping with the aftermath of a violent crackdown on student protests in South Korea. With painfully honest and vivid prose, Yideum paints a picture of the environments Jeong Yeoul
encounters. It is an all too familiar narrative, the mistreatment and devaluation of women and the constant threat of sexual violence. In the midst of this under-flow of unrest, Jeong Yeoul is trying to figure out who he is and who he wants to be – a thought-provoking and powerful novel. Han Kang's human acts, translated by Deborah Smith
in the midst of student rebellion, a young boy dies. His story and the following events of the uprising are told in a series of narratives – each chapter from a different perspective: his best friend, his heartbroken mother, a factory worker, a journalist facing government censorship. Together, these stories form the fictional accounts of south
Korea's Gwangju uprising in 1980. Horrifying and brutal human acts are not for the faint-hearted, but they are so beautifully written. I'd like to read it with another book on this list, Kim Hyesoon's Autobiography of Death and translated by Don me Choi, a collection of poems that also deals with issues of trauma and history. Seong-Nan Ha's
Flowers of Mold &amp; Other Stories, translated by Janet Hong If you're looking for a book that makes you gasp out loud, you've found it. So says Kirkus and dozens of other publications and reviewers who can't stop talking about Homee's flowers, including me. Unnerving, haunting, fascinating, these ten stories follow ordinary characters
who make their lives - they have a nightmare, lend their neighbor a spat child or find out that their landlord wants to sell his building. But something disturbing is beneath the surface. One little crack and everything's unleashed. The latest trend of brilliant Korean female writers appearing in English, Ha cutting like a surgeon, and even the
most mundane objects become mensing and unknown under her scalpel. And stay tuned for Bluebeard's First Wife collection, another collection by Seong-Nan Han and translated by Janet Hong, who will come out in June. Bae Suah's home, translated by Sora Kim-Russell Nowhere to Be Found, follows the not-named search for a
narrator not because of meaning but because of insignificance in what is now South Korea. Bae Suah's young narrator describes his empty existence as he travels through life, barely moved by the broken state of his family and his own poverty and loneliness. Translator Sora Kim-Russell describes it as a road novel translated inside out, a
story of a woman's journey of desire and desire as only Bae Suah could tell it. a life full of insignificant banals thrown against dark, sadomasochistic sex scenes. Sudden changes are confusing and Suah constantly breaks boundaries between memory and memory, facts and fiction. Hye-Young Pyun's Hole, translated by Sora Kim-Russell,
in this intense, psychological thriller, Oghi has woken up in hospital after a car accident that took his wife's life and left her seriously injured and incapacitated. His mother-in-law becomes his caretaker and moves him home, only to neglect him as he throws himself into digging a hole, a giant pit, in the front yard where his daughter's
beloved garden once thrived. Here the genius of the book becomes absolutely obvious, as Hye-Young Pyun creates a fast-paced and all-consuming story with a sofa-bed narrator. Unable to move or communicate, Oghi is desperately looking for an escape while going through the difficult truths of his life and marriage – truths that his
mother-in-law is now well aware of. A novel about secrets, isolation and grief, Hole is a tightly executed spelling killer. Translated by Deborah Smith Han Kang, Han Kang's White Paper follows on from her Booker Award-winning novel The Vegetarian with truly astonishing books such as Human Works and the highly anticipated The White
Book, her latest release. In the author's residency, the anonymous narrator reckons the death of his older sister, who died just a few hours old and left an edible imprint on the narrator and her family. He writes about this tragedy in a series of unique and profound reflections through the prism of white color. The White Paper is a wonderful
and confusing meditation on death and grief. Bae Suah's North Station, translated by Deborah Smith Bae Suah, is one of the hottest and most experimental sounds coming from South Korea at the moment. He has published numerous novels (including Nowhere to Be Found, also on this list) and short story collections and won several
prestigious awards. Suah has had a strong influence on his work as a translator, translating several books from German, including works by W.G. Sebaldi, Franz Kafka and Jenny Erpenbeck. Translated by Deborah Smith, North Station is a collection of stories that embody everything Suah is known for in his writing – the undoing of time
and narrative, intellectually stimulating questions of art and life, and epistically wonderful writing. Looking for more great international literature on translations? Check out our In Translation category. Since the COVID-19 outbreak has found us all stuck in our homes for most of the day with much more time on our hands, it seems like the
perfect time to open a few books and escape your unusual reality. Novels written by Korean authors or concerning Korean society information you need to broaden your understanding of culture. Even though they are always the lightest stories, Korean novels will certainly leave you with a lot to think about and stay with you for a long time.
We've compiled a list of Korean books that would be perfect for reading in isolation: I have Young-ha Kim's right to self-destrate [Trigger warning: suicide] Young-ha Kim immediately became a staple in Korean literature when her first book, I Have The Right To Destroy Myself, won the Munhakdongne New Writer Award. He's improved
tremendously since then, and the novel isn't his best, but it's an easy place to start in Korean literature because it happens over a period of about 120 pages. The tense narrative explores the fates of two brothers who fall in love with the same woman and how it affects their lives and relationships. Mary Lynn Bracht's White
Chrysanthemum [Trigger warning: rape] This hard story revolves around two sisters of the Haenyo community – women diving off the coast of Jeju. It ranges between each sister's perspective, with one speaking in the present and the other in 1943 to give a comprehensive insight into a moment in Korean history. Lore Walsh, Creative



Director at UnitedKpop, said: White chrysanthemum is heartbreaking and hard to read at times, but storytelling is fascinating and very accurate, if brutally honest, describing history. Things you can only see when you slow down with Haem's Sunim This mindfulness guide has taken the world by storm since 2012; It has been translated in
35 different languages and sold more than four million copies. Written by a Buddhist monk, the book offers spiritual advice on all aspects of life, from the disappointments of life to maintaining a good relationship. In the current situation, where much of our lives have slowed down and we are more aware of small things, this book is a
blessing that will help you figure out how to be more considerate every day. The sections are shown in short melting pieces with calm and beautiful images dotted throughout to make the reading process stress-free and enjoyable. Elizabeth Kim's 10,000 Sorrows [Trigger Warning: murder and abuse] Ten Thousand Sorrows is a memoir
about the heart-wrenching reality of a Korean woman and the illegitilet daughter of an American GI who eventually became a journalist. Kim's mother told him that the ten thousand sorrows of life involve ten thousand joys and the author tries to study that concept inside the book. Steadfastly depicting a tragic story, Ten Thousand Sorrows
is not a story for the feint heart, but is necessary for Korean literary lovers. Sun-mi Hwang Sun-mi Hwang's Dog, daring to dream, has carved a niche for himself by writing charming and endearing stories such as this novel and The Hen Who Dreamed She Could Fly. Beautifully written, stories not for children, but they are. Are. lessons that
the reader can learn. SEE ALSO [WATCH] Flower of EvilPowered by Inline Related PostsEläime's unusual perspective is the perfect way to escape reality – how much further can you get from real life than to be a completely different species? Please, keep mom kyung-sook shin after she was fired on the train, So-nyo's husband and
children will reminisce about her life as they search for her. Please Look After Mother is a must-read if you are interested in Korean literature and its story stays with you long after you turn the last page. Lore Walsh said: In addition to the story itself, the strength of the book is how it makes you look at your own family relationships and
things you take for granted. Young-ha Kim Black Flower's Black Flower has been praised for its view of a history that is not well known. Starting in 1904, the novel tells the story of more than 1,000 Koreans who went to war with their country, Mexico – only to discover that they had been sold as an indented servant. This book is described
as a story of star-crossed love, political turmoil and the dangers of seeking freedom in the new world, and is forced to stir up a variety of intense emotions from readers while providing a view of the crucial region of Korean history. Pachinko by Min Jin Lee Named after the Japanese arcade game, which is often used for gambling, Pachinko
is a story of love, sacrifice, ambition and loyalty. When the novel begins at the beginning of the 20th century, it spans 100 years and many generations to show how choices echo through every branch of the family tree. Lee has been praised for the characters in the novel, who are complex, shiny and realistic – an impressive achievement,
as the novel covers so many places and periods. Somewhere Only We Know by Maurene Goo If you're a kpop fan, Somewhere Only We Know is perfect for you. This light and funny contemporary YA novel is about a kpop star named Lucky trying to get into the US and a tabloid journalist named Jack who bumps into Lucky at his hotel.
Once you've finished this novel, you can get bogged down in Maurene Goo's other contemporary novels with Korean-American characters that are sure to make your heart beat and cheeks blush. Kim Ji Young, born 1982 Nam-joo Cho Former screenwriter Nam-joo Cho said that Kim Ji Young, born in 1982, took only two months to write
because the characters' lives are so similar to her own. At the centre of the novel, which sold more than a million copies is the protagonist's life as a house mother, the sexism she experiences and depression. If you're left craving more of this story after the book ends, check out the film adaptation released in 2019 with Jung Yu-mi and
Gong Yoo in the lead roles. Korea tour guides There are plenty of excellent tour guides full Information about Seoul and Korea to help you plan your trip – and the lockdown rules mean you have plenty of time to explore. Korean tour guides not only help you plan, but it also gives you a better understanding of the country, their practices
and history. Plus, it gives you something to look forward to when this is over! Over!
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