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Teaching Experience 

This academic year at Hamilton College, I have taught both lecture and writing-intensive 
seminar versions of the introductory course on American politics, called the American Political 
Process. I have also taught an upper-level lecture course on Political Parties and Elections, as 
well as a senior thesis seminar centered thematically on topics in American social policy and the 
history of the welfare stare. In that last course, I combine substantive reading and discussion of 
major scholarly themes on the welfare state with instruction and peer work related to thesis 
development and research design, all geared toward students’ production of 30-40 page research 
papers by the end of the course.  
 
In the summer of 2014, I spent four weeks as a senior instructor in the Yale Young Global 
Scholars Program, an academically intensive program held on Yale University’s campus and 
designed for a highly international cohort of high school students. In addition to living with the 
students and supervising original group research projects and presentations, I also designed and 
taught ten two-hour seminar sessions on a variety of subjects, among them: The Long Civil 
Rights Movement, The Politics of Inequality, The Domestic Politics of U.S. National Security, 
Understanding Political Polarization, the New Deal and Its Legacy, and The Hidden American 
Welfare State.  
 
During my time in graduate school at Harvard University, I served as a Teaching Fellow for 
three courses in the History Department: the U.S. in the 1960s (with Professor Lisa McGirr), the 
Sophomore Tutorial in historical analysis (with Professors Mark Kishlansky, Jill Lepore, and 
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich), and American Food: A Global History (with Professor Joyce Chaplin). 
All three courses involved grading, guest lecturing, and leading weekly discussion sections.  
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Sample Teaching Materials: 
 
The next five pages contain illustrative documents that I have developed and used in courses.  
 
ITEM 1, from my Parties and Elections Class in Fall 2014, describes the midterm election-
tracking component of the course and the first paper assignment derived from it. I assigned each 
student a different competitive House or Senate race in the 2014 election cycle, with instructions 
to follow the race over the course of the semester, both before and after election day, and apply 
key themes from course material to an analysis of the contest and its outcome. Beyond providing 
the basis for two writing assignments that built off students’ research into these races, the 
election-tracking exercise also served as a rich source for discussion in class, as different races 
helped to illustrate different scholarly debates central to the course.  
 

--- 
Gov 208 – Midterm Election Assignments and Paper 1 Prompt 

 
As we explore major scholarly themes in the study of parties and elections this semester, each of 
you will also be studying the on-the-ground dynamics of partisan electoral contestation in real 
time by following a specific, competitive House or Senate election for the 2014 cycle. Your 
observation and analysis of this race will be a component of both paper assignments in this 
course – but, importantly, it will also become a resource that the class will collectively draw on 
during in-class discussions. As we proceed to cover issues like polarization, voting behavior, and 
the nitty-gritty of campaign politics, you can expect me to begin to solicit information from 
students regarding the elections they’ve been tracking and elements of those races that connect to 
course material. This does not mean that you should be prepared to make formal oral 
presentations about your race on command – just that you should begin to track your campaign 
soon, and be prepared to discuss it in class.  

For Paper 1, due on Thursday, October 2, you will write a 3-5-page “election dispatch” that 
provides key information about the candidates, the context set by conditions in the district or 
state, major salient issues in the campaign, the impact of the national political and economic 
situation on the race, and the role played by party organizations, interest groups, and ideological 
activists thus far. Beyond providing a rundown of the race’s major components and players, you 
should make an analytical argument about some aspect of the race that connects to themes (and 
readings) we have covered in class. Possible themes to engage include competing scholarly 
theories of parties and party strength; the causes and consequences of party polarization; 
electoral rules; voter mobilization (and demobilization); and campaign finance. As you track the 
race and ponder what elements of it might be analytically rich or significant, strongly consider 
meeting with me to discuss your plans and progress on the paper. 

Even after writing Paper 1, be sure to continue to follow your race, not only to be able discuss it 
in class, but also to be prepared to incorporate an analysis of it into a longer, post-election Paper 
2 assignment (to be discussed later). 
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To follow these races, you’re going to want to dig into local coverage – from local papers, state-
level political blogs, and the like. At the same time, I recommend tracking the overall dynamics 
of the midterm elections at a national level both for context and to see how national election 
analysts and poll-watchers are viewing your particular race. We live in an era that is chock full of 
sophisticated election analysis, freely available to interested citizens. Below is a non-exhaustive 
list of places you might look.  

Newspapers, magazines, and blogs: 
Politico: http://www.politico.com/p/pages/2014-elections 
NYT’s The Upshot: http://www.nytimes.com/upshot/ 
Washington Post: http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/ 
Monkey Cage: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/category/elections/2014-
election/ 
Roll Call: http://www.rollcall.com  
The Hill: http://www.thehill.com  
CQ Weekly: available online via the Burke Library 
 
The “Big Three” traditional congressional forecasters: 
Stu Rothenberg 
https://rothenbergpoliticalreport.com/ 
Larry Sabato 
http://www.centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/ 
Charlie Cook (full access is behind a paywall, but see his work for National Journal) 
http://cookpolitical.com/  
 
Polling aggregators and analysts: 
Princeton Election Consortium: http://election.princeton.edu/ 
Five Thirty Eight: http://fivethirtyeight.com/tag/2014-midterms/  
Mark Blumenthal: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-blumenthal/  
Real Clear Politics: http://www.realclearpolitics.com/  
 
Campaign spending data: 
Center for Responsive Politics: http://opensecrets.org  
Sunlight Foundation: http://sunlightfoundation.com/  
 
Finally, useful background on your district or state can be found in the Almanac of American 
Politics, available both online and on reserve at Burke Library. 
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ITEM 2 is an assignment for the fourth unit of the Harvard course, Sophomore Tutorial: 
Historical Analysis. That unit focused on cultural history as a genre of analysis and writing. 
Students first read and discussed an exemplary work, Robert Darnton’s The Great Cat Massacre, 
and then faced the task of writing a paper on some aspect of the famous “dingo” murder trial in 
1980s Australia. As students tackled packets of pre-selected source material related to the case, I 
gave them an assignment meant to structure their approach to reading and interpreting that 
material—and I emphasized the analytical utility that might come from instances of dissonance 
or opacity in the sources.  

--- 
HIST 97 - Packet 4 Tutorial Assignment 

 
Packet Four is entirely online. Before you start reading the packet, print out the table of contents, 
so you can check each source off as you go through the documents.  
 
Read the packet carefully and answer the questions below. You may turn in your answers to me 
electronically or in hard copy—be sure to bring a copy for yourself for reference during the 
tutorial. You are under no obligation to use Zotero to take notes for this unit, but a strong word 
of caution: given the amount of material in this packet, you really do want to approach it with 
some process for systematic note-taking worked out ahead of time, whatever that may be.  
 

1. WTF Moments (apologies for the implicit profanity!): As Robert Darnton put it in The 
Great Cat Massacre, “When we cannot get a proverb, or a joke, or a ritual, or a poem, we 
know we are on to something. By picking at the document where it is most opaque, we 
may be able to unravel an alien system of meaning.” List two instances in the packet that 
provoked in you a response along the lines of “Huh?” or “WTF?”—moments that stuck 
out as particularly strange, or descriptions of people’s behavior, comments, or reactions 
that struck you as inexplicable. Be prepared to discuss in class the ways we might go 
about making sense of those moments and using them to derive interesting or significant 
propositions about 1980s Australian culture. 
 

2. Themes: As you know, you will not be writing a paper that narrates the Azaria 
Chamberlain case chronologically or that focuses centrally on the question of Lindy 
Chamberlain’s guilt or innocence. As you read through the documents, focus instead on 
themes or elements of culture that the case seems to touch on. List five such topics, and 
for each one, list all of the documents that are relevant to that theme. This is a task meant 
to help you organize your thoughts and analysis of the material a bit. 
 

3. Close reading: Pick three sources—one must be a visual source, one a written primary 
source, and one a scholarly document that might also function as a primary source. Write 
a paragraph about each of these three sources, discussing its significance, what it shows 
about the case and Australian culture, and what problems it presents. 
 

4. Brainstorming for the paper: List three possible questions (relating to Australian 
culture in the 1980s) this packet would allow you to engage. Refer to your answers to 
question 2 for inspiration. For each of your questions, offer a tentative answer based on 
your reading. Which sources might help you to make your case for this answer? 
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Item 3 is a take-home midterm exam I gave to my introductory American politics class, The 
American Political Process. This course was a writing-intensive seminar, meaning that blue-
book exam-taking and test prep were deemphasized, but I did want to be able to assess students 
on their holistic understanding of the material along the way. Thus, in this open-book exam, I 
strove to devise questions that required a higher level of analysis that in a typical blue-book test, 
putting different concepts and literatures into dialogue with each other.  

--- 
Gov 116 – Take-Home Midterm Exam 

 
PART I:  
Short Answers (50% of the grade) 
 
Answer four of the following questions, making explicit use of relevant readings and discussions 
in class where possible and appropriate. Your answer for each should likely be the length of a 
paragraph, though you’re free to write more than that if necessary.  
 

a) As a general rule, Congress tends to be collectively unpopular with Americans, while 
each individual member of Congress tends to be popular with his or her own constituents. 
How does the structure of Congress as an institution and the nature of the work carried 
out by congressional officials help to explain this seeming paradox? 
 

b) Summarize and interpret the core arguments made by James Madison in Federalist 51, 
making explicit use of the following three concepts of modern collective action theory: 
transaction costs, conformity costs, and veto. Do not just plug those terms into a 
summary of the essay, however – explain what you mean by the concepts and how they 
apply to Madison’s argument. 
 

c) In a 2005 interview, a senator from Texas insisted that it would be inappropriate for 
fellow senators to ask John Roberts about his ideology during his Supreme Court 
confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee. “It would, I think, in 
essence, ask him to run on a political platform,” he said. “And we’re not talking about 
politicians. We’re talking about a judge.” Was the senator right? Why or why not? 

 
d) What does divided government mean? What are the conditions under which divided 

government produces gridlock in policymaking, and how do those conditions lead to 
gridlock?  
 

e) Though the Bill of Rights initially came about at the insistence of anti-federalists hostile 
to centralized authority, the evolution of civil liberties law over the last two centuries has 
ironically been tied to the expansion of national over state authority. Identify the 
mechanism that has tied nationalization to the enforcement of civil liberties and give two 
examples of how it has happened in practice.    

 
f) “Ambition must be made to counteract ambition,” James Madison famously wrote in 

advocating for the separation of powers and institutionalized checks and balances 
between the branches of government. But in the actual functioning of the political 
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system, members of one branch sometimes find it in their interest to cede specific power 
to another branch rather than jealously protect it for themselves. Briefly discuss two 
examples of such a phenomenon (either hypothetical or real) and the logic underlying 
them.  

 
PART II: 
Essay (50% of the grade) 
 
Write an essay of 650 words or less in response to one of the prompts below. You have relative 
freedom to go in different directions in answering the question, so long as your discussion 
remains relevant to the prompt and provides specific reference to readings and lecture material 
where appropriate. Though you will not primarily be assessed for the technical quality of your 
writing, you should at least honor the basic essay structure of an introduction, body, and 
conclusion.   
 

a) Write an essay that connects changes in the structure of Congress over the last century to 
the politics of race and civil rights.  
 

b) Read the following article (it’s not very long!): Tierney Sneed, “Battle Over Abortion 
May Return to the Supreme Court,” U.S. News and World Report, October 14, 2014 
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2014/10/14/battle-over-abortion-may-return-to-
the-supreme-court  
In an essay, use the material provided in the article (along with the concepts and 
arguments introduced in the relevant course readings) to answer two questions: 1.) How 
does the structure of the federal judiciary relate to its decision-making process in the case 
of contemporary abortion policy? 2.) What might the legal and policy debates highlighted 
by the article tell us about the role played by the Supreme Court in the creation of new 
rights in America?  
 

c) The modern presidency has alternatively been described as “imperial” and “imperiled.” 
Write an essay that explains the major forces driving the growth of presidential power 
over the last two centuries as well as the key limitations on that power. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


