Dear Representative [Full Name], 

My name is [Full Name] and I am a resident of [City/Town]. I am writing today to kindly ask for your favorable vote in order to pass House Bill. H.3935, An Act Relative to Ivory and Rhino Horn Trafficking. [If your Representative is a cosponsor of the bill, consider thanking them for their initial support: I greatly appreciate your support thus far as a cosponsor of this important legislation.] [Find cosponsors of the bill here.]

A recent investigation conducted by Human World for Animals found that Massachusetts is currently the second largest market for online ivory sales in the United States. Despite federal efforts to end interstate ivory sales in 2016, Massachusetts continues to facilitate a thriving intrastate ivory trade, fueled, in part, by stricter laws in neighboring states and the Commonwealth’s own history with ivory. 

Since 2014, thirteen states and Washington DC have enacted laws to ban the sale of ivory, effectively closing the loophole in federal legislation which continues to allow ivory to be sold within the United States, as intrastate sales (sales within a state’s borders) is still allowed and the federal ban is not fully enforced in states with no ban. Stricter laws in neighboring states such as New Hampshire, Vermont, and New York have no doubt helped transform Massachusetts into an even larger hub for trading illicit ivory, as dealers seek to exploit one of the only remaining open markets in the Northeast. 

Ivory bans, such as the one proposed in the House bill, H.3935, have tangible results. Since enacting similar legislation, states which previously controlled much of the US ivory market — such as California, New Jersey, and New York — have seen a significant decrease in ivory sales. Lower ivory sales invariably lead to lower market demand, which has a direct impact on reducing threats to elephants and rhinos in the wild. As the federal government continues to deprioritize foreign aid and redistribute money previously earmarked for conservation efforts, there are ever fewer resources to protect endangered species from poaching and trafficking. With your support of this bill, Massachusetts will become a leader in combatting this global issue. 

[Here, you might consider customizing your letter in a way that demonstrate why this issue matters to you personally] 

The passage of H.3935 will help save the elephant and rhinoceros species by closing ivory and rhino horn markets in the Commonwealth. And, in doing so, Massachusetts will set an example for other states, in the Northeast and across the country, to follow suit. For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to pass this important bill and finally turn this long-overdue legislation into Massachusetts law.

I appreciate your time and consideration.

Thank you,
[Name]
[Address]
[Date]

