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PRESS RELEASE 

German Startups Group acquires majority stake in Exozet  
Frank Zahn, CEO Exozet: „We are growing: with our clients, for our clients.“ 

 

Berlin, 15th of June 2015 Investment company German Startups Group (GSG) has increased its 
stake in Exozet and now holds a majority in the company. This strategic step will create added value 
both for GSG’s portfolio companies and all of Exozet’s clients. Berlin-based Exozet, a consultancy and 
agency for digital transformation, strengthens its competitive position in the growing market for 
creative and technology services.  

The German Startups Group, a Berlin-based investment company and Germany’s second most 
active venture capital investor in the technology sector in 2014 according to CB Insights, has 
acquired its first majority stake - in digital agency Exozet. This development, which is expected 
to be recorded officially in the commercial register in the near future, will see the stake of the 
German Startups Group in Exozet increase to 50.48%. 

Exozet calls itself The Agency for Digital Transformation and employs approx. 120 consultants 
and staff at it’s offices in Berlin, Potsdam and Vienna, Austria. Clients include the German state 
broadcaster ZDF, the BBC, German luxury car manufacturer Audi and Telco Deutsche Telekom 
as well as start-ups  such as Wooga, LaterPay or Magine TV. Frank Zahn, Exozet CEO, about 
the deal: “We are proud and honoured to have won a potent and extremely visionary investor 
with German Startups Group.” 

German Startup Groups sees Exozet, a service provider in the creative and technological fields, 
as a trailblazer in the adaptation of developments in the web, mobile, video and games sectors 
since 1996. The service portfolio of Exozet ranges from concept, design and implementation of 
complex web-applications and iOS- and Android Apps and the creation and implementation of 
online marketing campaigns to brand, business and technology consulting. To provide those 
services, Exozet employs more than 100 consultants and IT-specialists. The German Startups 
Group offers this know-how to its other portfolio companies: on request, these can take 
advantage of Exozet’s extensive range of services on a spontaneous, flexible and direct basis. 

Zahn: “The cooperation with GSG’s portfolio start-ups is not a one-way street. The exchange 
of know-how works both ways. So our existing and new clients profit as: start-ups stand for 
digital innovation and disruption, which is exactly the field that Exozet has worked in and has 
consulted on for years. Additionally there’s the expertise in the area of innovation: that way we 
can access various forms of innovation both practically and methodically”. 

Exozet and German Startups Group now also share the same office space at Berlin’s historic 
Tempelhof airport. This physical proximity and the majority stake lead to a closer cooperation 
in management and entrepreneurship as well. “I value the harmonious and reciprocal 
cooperation, the professional advice. I like to use the know-how of my investors. Together, we 
further set up Exozet for the future”, says Zahn.  
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Frank Zahn and his management team stay on board. After restructuring the operations of the 
company, introducing a unit structure and moving to the new office space in the historic 
Tempelhof airport building, this investment is another building block in the growth strategy of 
Exozet. Besides the practical and methodical advantages it leads to greater stability and 
security for the client base. “We are growing”, says Zahn, “together with our clients and for our 
clients.” 

About Exozet  

Exozet is the agency for Digital Transformation and Germany's leading digital agency in the 
field of media and entertainment. With 120 employees in Berlin, Potsdam-Babelsberg and 
Vienna, Exozet advises and guides the digital transformation of companies like Axel Springer, 
BBC, Red Bull, Audi and Deutsche Telekom since 1996.  

About German Startups Group  

German Startups Group is an investment company based in Berlin that focuses on young, fast-
growing companies, so-called startups. The company acquires majority and minority 
shareholdings mainly by providing venture capital. The portfolio companies that German 
Startups Group holds also stand to benefit from German Startups Group’s expertise, 
experience and network with respect to strategy development, financing rounds, restructuring 
necessities, M&A transactions or selling the company, including a possible IPO. According to its 
own assessment, German Startups Group provides startups with so-called “smart money” by 
acquiring a shareholding. Its focus is on companies whose products or business models 
represent a disruptive innovation, allow for a high degree of scalability to be expected, and in 
which it has a great deal of trust in the entrepreneurial abilities of the founders to whom it 
feels that it obtains early access to due to its close relationships to relevant players in the 
German startup scene. The geographical focus is on the German-speaking region. 

 Since it commenced with operations in 2012, German Startups Group has 
managed to assemble what it considers to be a diversified portfolio of shares 
in young companies and grown to become the second most active venture 
capital investor in the tech segment in Germany (CB Insights, The 2014 
European Tech Report). As of 31 March 2015, the company held shares in 40 
operationally active companies (including two solely as convertible loans). 
According to the group, its investment portfolio reflects a cross-section of 
extremely promising German startups of various maturity stages ("Seed," 
"Early" and "Growth Stage," by the company’s own definition) and includes 
some of the most successful and best-known German startups. 

More information: http://www.german-startups.com 

For questions or requests for interviews, please contact:  Clemens Glade | 
Public Relations clemens.glade@exozet.com | T: +49 30 24 65 60-220 
exozet.com | facebook.com/exozet | xing.com/company/exozet 

 
 
 
  
 

 


