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© 1996-2014, Amazon.com, Inc. or its associated ideacentre 720 Performance PC (AMD) | 90H10002US General Processor / Chipset RAM Storage Memory Screen Hard Drive Hard Drive (Other) Storage Controller Input Hard Drive (Third) Communication Optical Storage Processor Optical Storage (Other) Card Reader Supported Flash Memory Card
Memory Stick, memory stick PRO, MultiMediaCard, MultiMediaCardplus, SD memory card, SDHC memory card, SDXC memory card storage removable header network Bluetooth 4.0, Ethernet, Fast Ethernet, Gigabit Ethernet, IEEE 802.11ac Monitor Miscellaneous System Graphics Controller Dimensions &amp;amp; Weight Chassis Printer Extension /
Connection 2 DIMM 288-pin1 (Total) / 0 (Free) x PCIe x161 (Total) / 1 (Free) x PCIe x1 Physical Properties Power Operating System / Software Windows 10 Home 64-bit Edition Windows 10 Home 64-bit Edition McAfee LiveSafe (30 day trial), Microsoft Office 365 (30 day trial) Hard Drive (4th) Video Output Graphics Processor Series Video Memory Recently
we were looking for business computers for a family member's new office. Being a computer geek who has built my current PC from parts all brought on sale during a Black Friday, I was tasked with finding something affordable, yet fast enough for a business on a budget. Finally, we settled on three Lenovo Ideacentre 720 computers from Costco. Here are
my thoughts on everything about this PC - the good, the bad and the ugly, and why a self-proclaimed computer nerd would buy a pre-built computer from a manufacturer. Lenovo Ideacentre 720 Good Things Low Price Four-year warranty from Costco Looks great anywhere Many USB ports Bad things Proprietary power supply No free memory slot No free
SATA ports m.2 SSD bracket not included Lenovo Ideacentre 720 Specifications AMD Ryzen 5 1400 processor 8 GB DDR4 RAM can be expanded to 32 GB 1 TB Seagate Seagate HD 7200 RPM AMD AMD Radradeon R5 340 Graphics with 1 GB memory Wireless-AC network with Gigabit Ethernet DVD±RW/CD Burner 6 USB Ports - 4x 2.0 and 2x 3.0 Built-
in Memory Card Media Reader Bluetooth Connection Download: Ideacentre 720 Specifications and Ideacentre 720 Hardware Manual Price We bought this computer from Costco online for $399 plus $15 shipping. This is a good price for this computer. Best Buy currently sells this exact computer on their website for $569 on clearance. At the $399 price, we
had to settle for a computer with an Intel i3 processor if I had gone to the local MicroCenter. Quotes from a group purchasing organization were in the $600 series for something similar. I estimated that I would have had to pay around that price if I decided to build my own with the individual parts along with a copy of Windows 10. Lenovo offers a one-year
warranty. Costco doubles the manufacturer's warranty to 2 years. We also paid for it with costco Anywhere Card, which added two for four years in total. Although it's not as good as the next day sharing replacement with a business guarantee plan from the group purchasing organization, not having to worry about problems for four years is fine. Not bad for
$399. Case Looks-wise, Ideacentre 720 is a pretty computer that would look great anywhere, either at home or in the office. From the net it seems that the front of the case can be brushed aluminum, but it is actually made of plastic. The computer has an elegant look with a panel on the right side of the case that slides over to reveal four USB ports, line-out
and microphone connectors, and the media card reader hidden behind it. The specifications state that it is a 5.25 inch external well, but do not expect to be able to use it to install something that must be accessed from the front of the case because there are no openings other than the one for the vertically mounted slim DVD/CD drive that is like those used in
a laptop. The back of the computer has the input, line-out and microphone ports; two more USB ports; a serial port; and the Ethernet port on the front plate of the system board. There is also an HDMI and VGA port, but they are covered with rubber covers because they are not active due to the pc not having integrated graphics. There is an HDMI and VGA
port on the AMD Radeon video card in the x16 PCI-E slot. It's a good thing that the two USB ports on the back are the slower 2.0 variant since we don't really need much speed to connect the mouse and keyboard. The two high-speed 3.0 USB ports are at the front of the case, easily accessible to connect USB flash drives, digital cameras or hard drives.
Getting into the case is a cinch with two thumbscrews to remove, no other tools needed. Although you may need a screwdriver for the first time since they crank the thumb screws down quite tight from the factory. Everything else inside that can be replaced, the graphics card and the drives, is also tool-less. A friend says that the computer looked big from the
electronic images, but it is actually a compact and lightweight computer. The case measures 14.8 high with 6.5 wide and 12.8 inches deep. The shipping weight was 21lbs, which included the mouse and keyboard. Performance With the Ryzen processors, AMD finally has a competitive CPU left to compete with Intel's offerings. Ryzen 5 1400 CPU benchmark
results show that it corresponds to an Intel Core i5-7500. Source: cpubenchmark.net Most reviews say that for games, Intel i5 does better because it has better single threaded performance. For a multitasking environment, for example, in an office setting where multiple applications such as a browser with many tabs opened, spreadsheets and word
documents all run simultaneously, the AMD CPU should be a better performer due to having 4 cores and 8 threads versus Intel's 4 cores and 4 threads. today, 8 gigabytes of memory should be the minimum amount installed on a PC. With all the sites these days embedding autoplay video content, I have observed regular inertia on my laptop with 4 GB of
ram when the browser with a dozen tabs opens chewing through all available memory. Upgrading Naturally was the first thing I did when I got ideacentre to open it up to look inside. If you are looking for a laptop replacement and you do not intend to do much upgrade of the components, the Lenovo Ideacentre 720 will be acceptable. But if you're a PC
enthusiast, stay away. I give the upgradeability of the AMD-based Ideacentre 720 a F. Power Supply The major drawback of the Ideacentre design is a proprietary power supply and motherboard. The Ideacentre comes with a 250W power supply that has the minimum minimum of connectors. There are no 4-pin molex connectors or SATA power connectors
to add more drives. In fact, there are no molex or SATA connectors at all if you were thinking of using a Y-splitter. The power supply connects to the motherboard with a Lenovo-specific 10-pin connector instead of a standard 24-pin ATX. Typically, the two components are most likely to go badly in a computer, either the power supply or the hard drive. If the
power supply dies, wait for a replacement from Lenovo or buy a 24-pin to 10-pin adapter for the Lenovo Ideacentre if you want to use it with an ATX power supply. If you're a gamer and think you might want to upgrade your video card in the future for higher frame rates in your gameplay, the Lenovo power supply will also limit your choices because there isn't
an available 6-pin or 8-pin power connector for the more power-intensive graphics cards. Storage The motherboard has a connector that comes from the one that supplies power to the DVD and hard drive. This is the black contact on the left side of the image above. This means that if you want to add a SATA SSD or another hard drive, you won't be able to
unless you decide to give up your existing hard drive or go without the DVD drive. But adding drives probably won't be possible either because the motherboard only has two SATA ports, which are red in color. Both are currently used by the Seagate hard drive and DVD drive. You have the option to add an SSD with the open M.2 slot in the lower right corner
of the motherboard. But you have to buy the bracket (part number 01EF905 - M.2 SSD Brkt Assy 213mm MB) which secures it to the case because Lenovo cheaper out on a $10 part and didn't include it either. I've seen people screw in a piece of plastic with an sheet metal screw to the case and secure the nvme SSD for it. RAM Motherboard supports 32
gigabytes of ram, but there are only two memory slots, both of which are filled with 4 GB modules. I would have preferred more slots or if Lenovo a single 8 GB DIMM, allowing a slot for free for the future. Since both memory slots are busy, if you want to upgrade the memory, you must replace the current modules. If you've been looking at ram prices in the
past, they're not exactly cheap. Expansion slot The specifications for the AMD version of the Ideacentre 720 show that it has one full-length PCI-E x16 and a half length PCI-E x1. The Radeon R5 340 has the x16 slot, and the x1 slot is available. Fortunately, the radeon card doesn't take up two expansion slots of space that I've seen in another Ideacentre, so
you can use the x1 slot to add an expansion card. Maybe a PCI-E SATA card for multiple drives if you resolve the problem with the power supply connector. There are also two M.2 slots, one of which is used for the wifi card as shown in the image above under the fan for the Radeon graphics card. Fans For cooling, there is a fan on the CPU heat sink and on
the AMD Radeon R5 340 graphics card. Having only two fans helps keep the noise to a minimum. During normal use, the computer was almost silent with the hard drive that makes more noise than the fans themselves. If you think the ideacentre 720 is going too hot for your liking, the motherboard has two 4-pin headlines to add more case fans. Another
reviewer said he was able to add a 92mm rear fan and an 80mm intake fan to their Ideacentre. Closing $ense Lenovo Ideacentre 720 may not be easy to upgrade, but it can still make a good choice for your computing needs, depending on what you use it for. For what we paid for it, four years warranty, and where the computers will be used, it made good
financial sense. In four years when AMD Ryzen 5 CPU starts to run the newer applications slower, we can still upgrade the CPU to a Ryzen 7 1700 or faster for a fraction of today's prices not to mention increasing memory up to 32 gigabytes. I usually prefer desktop computers for home or office use over laptops due to easier service and better cooling. I've
had to take apart several family members' laptops after a few years to blow out the dust that clogged the exhaust fan and cause overheating. Do you prefer laptops or desktops? Are you building your own computers or buying from a major manufacturer? Manufacturer?
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