Essay Questions On World History

Chronological Essay Structure
Thesis Paragraph
Background (Optional)
Thesis Statement (1-2 sentences)
“Road Map” of later paragraphs
Body Paragraph #1: Early/Beginning Time Period
* Beginning Situation (start with “changing from whar?” so the reader can recognize the later changes in
the paragraph)
» Change(s) at/near beginning date, including description of the type of change (sudden, gradual, etc.)
» Evidence of change (if possible, name a specific example that represents this change)

= Analysis of the process of change (What caused the changes? What were the later effects? How did
these changes propel history into the next chronological era?)

»  Comparison to the larger Global Context (How do the examples in this paragraph compare to the larger
world context during the same time period or during the next time period?)

Body Paragraph #2: Middle Time Period. (same characteristics as above)
Body Paragraph #3: Late/Ending Period (same characteristics as above)
Body Paragraph #4: Continuities
*  What characteristics exist throughout the entire time period?
= Analysis of the continuities (What caused the continuities?)
» (Global Context (How do these examples of continuities compare to the larger world context during the
same time period?)
Concluding Paragraph (recommended, but optional)
Restatement/summarization of Thesis
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