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A Protestant Concept of the University :‘—‘

Dr. Matthew OSEKA,
the Dean of Studies

‘% i (FasE HFFE L)
The Wittenberg Reformation of the 16th century not only changed

) the religious landscape of those communities, which embraced it, but also
‘—,‘ . transformed their educational and social fabrics in a profound and lasting
Yo' way. Let us look into the formation of one of the first Protestant universities,
g‘, namely, into the origin of the University of K&nigsberg in East Prussia.
o
< - 4 ‘ The foundation of mediaeval universities was customarily authorised
\ by the papacy, to be more precise, it was approved by papal charters issued as

)) bullae. Those leqal and administrative documents defined educational policy @;
at tertiary level in mediaeval Western Europe provided that the idea of a
@ university as a highly institutionalised and formalised corporation of teachers
\ & and students was unknown to the Graeco-Roman world (antiquity) and it
nhever matured in the mediaeval Byzantine Empire.

Educational objectives articulated in the charters of the leading
universities in Continental Europe clearly gave prominence, predominance
and preponderance to theology while other disciplines were treated as
inferior or subordinate thereto. Occasionally, preferential treatment would
be given to philosophy yet it was never put on an equal footing with
theology. This kind of supremacy was espoused by mediaeval theologians.
The enormity of academic activities taking place at mediaeval universities
seemed to be proportional to their detachment and alienation from the

R\ heeds of daily life as far as curricula and teaching methods were concerned.

The Wittenberg Reformers, especially Luther! and Melanchthon,? \
.." )."’ . ) \ *o \( (
~ &S O,_;oo ; ,\v ‘)goo 2 °

I Martin Luther, "An die Ratsherren aller Stiidte Deutschen Landes dass sie christliche Schulen aufrichten und

halten sollen (1524)," in Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, vol. 15 (Weimar: Bohlau, 1899), 27-53. Idem, "Eine

J

Predigt dass man Kinder zur Schule halten solle (1530)," in Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, vol. 30/2 (Weimar:
Bohlau, 1909), 517-588.

k 2 Philipp Melanchthon, Loci communes theologici recens collecti et recogniti (Wittenberg: Klug, 1535). )
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=24 enunciated a new concept of education, recognising all disciplines, :_‘ W\
. A\ that is, the arts and science in their entirety and variety, as God-given — ~
and commendable, and appreciating their potential to transform society.

4
]
0,3 Both Reformers expected that scholarship cultivated and advanced at
" ' )\ universities reorganised according to their vision would have a positive
A\ impact on the life of the common people and could attend to their needs.
Z In the aftermath of the 16th-century Reformation, most of the old

. \ k- mediaeval universities located in Protestant territories received new bylaws
which embodied new educational objectives.

¢
Q
o

2 The University of Kénigsberg (Albertina) was one of the first newly
v created Protestant universities and it was located in East Prussia (called also
A\ Duchy of Prussia or Ducal Prussia) which was the first newly created

4
Protestant country in the sense that the Duchy of Prussia was a country built
Q- up from scratch in April 1525, while the church ordinance making the local
- \ S church Protestant was issued in December the same year.4

The establishment of the University of Konigsberq is relevant to the
history of Protestant education both in East Prussia and in West Prussia
because this university acted later as a beacon to Protestant academic
gymnasia which were operated by the city councils of the major West
Prussian cities (i. e. Danzig, Elbing and Thorn). Moreover, the absence of
any mediaeval university in Kdnigsberq allowed East Prussian policy makers
to create a new tertiary institution without looking back to the
past.

N

e
-

Qe )
ot

o®

\ Qo )%

rJ

M aaaa :' \»V/\ ao° . # A\ O

6}5

( 3 "Pax perpetua inter Sigismundum 1. Regem et Regnum Poloniae, ac Albertum Magistrum Prussiae (Datum \

Cracoviae, die Dominica Palmarum anno 1525)," in Codex diplomaticus Regni Poloniae et Magni Ducatus
Lituaniae, vol. 4, ed. Mathias Dogiel (Vilnius: Schola Piarum, 1764), 225-231 [No. CLXVIII].

4 "Artikel der Zeremonien und anderer Kirchenordnung (10. Dezember 1525)," in Die evangelischen
Kirchenordnungen des XVI. Jahrhunderts, vol. 4, ed. Emil Sehling (Leipzig: Reisland, 1911), 30-38.

> Daniel Heinrich Arnoldt, Ausfiihrliche und mit Urkunden versehene Historie der Konigsbergischen Universitit,
vol. 1 (Konigsberg: Hartung, 1746), 1-18 [I, § 1-8]. Max Toppen, Die Griindung der Universitdit zu Konigsberg
K und das Leben ihres ersten Rektors Georg Sabinus (Konigsberg: Universititsbuchhandlung, 1844), passim.
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Generally speaking, the level of education available in the territories
controlled by the Teutonic Knights in the Middle Ages was rudimentary
while the quality and quantity of local schools proved to be inadequate.® In
fact, education never belonged to the statutory responsibilities of the
Teutonic Order.” For lack of any tertiary institution, young people from
those territories were forced to study at universities in Western Europe
throughout the Middle Ages.?

A cathedral school founded in Kulm and recognised by the pope in

) 1387 was never elevated to the status of a university in the Middle Ages. In

Konigsberg, there was a cathedral school established by the cathedral chapter

-. of the bishopric of Samland in 1381 but from a contemporary perspective, it
D)°°  could be classified as a secondary, not tertiary, institution.

Qu’ > @
© N\ :

Although lack of any papal® or imperial®® endorsement presented a
challenge to Albertina in the early days of its development, the Polish Crown
promptly confirmed the status of the new university™ which facilitated its
international recognition in the long term. The foundation of Albertina was
phased and carefully planned in the face of limited financial resources and in
’che light of the complex geopolitical situation.”? The need for such

- S R PPN 5
,/ S ‘h e e ,\ \ d' Z \%

/

¢ Georg Christoph Pisanski, Entwurf der Preussischen Litterdrgeschichte, ed. Ludwig Ernst Borowski
(Konigsberg: Hartung, 1791), 3-156 [1, I-X, § I-LXV]. Emil Waschinski, Erziehung und Unterricht im Deutschen
Ordensland bis 1525 mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung des niederen Unterrichtes: Historisch-pddagogische
Abhandlung (Danzig: Bécker, 1907).

7 Max Perlbach, ed., Die Statuten des Deutschen Ordens nach den dltesten Handschriften (Halle: Niemeyer,
1890).

8 Perlbach, ed., Prussia scholastica: Die Ost- und Westpreussen auf den mittelalterlichen Universitditen (Leipzig:
Spirgatis, 1895).

° Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 27-31 [Beilagen, no. 7-8 (1545)]. Téppen, Die Griindung, 111-118 [IL, 8].

10" Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 31-33 [Beilagen, no. 9 (1559)].

I "Confirmatio Academiae Regiomontanae (28. Mirz 1560)," in Corpus constitutionum Prutenicarum, vol. 1,
ed. Georg Grube (Konigsberg: Stelter, 1721), 268-271 [No. 89].

12 Toppen, Die Griindung, 70-122 [II, 1-9]. Arnoldt, Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 18-61 [II-III]. Tschackert,
Urkundenbuch, vol. 1,229-318 [1I, I, IT - 11, II, I].
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recognition and plans to build a new tertiary institution gradually =
were signalled in the founding document of 1541."

Duke Albrecht established a post-secondary school in Kénigsberq in
1541 by issuing an official letter which functioned as a founding document.'
The school was named “particular” (Latin: particularis, German: Partikular)
in contrast to 3 fully-fledged university which was eo jpso “universal”. This
kind of school was commonly called in Latin “gymnasiuns” (German:
Gymnasium), "paedagogium’ (German: Pidagogium) or "collegiun’.
Nonetheless, in the founding document, Albrecht expressed his intention to
turn that school into the university.

,\‘

0

In 1544, Albrecht elevated the aforementioned post-secondary school
to the status of an academy and denominated it as the Academy of
Kénigsberg (Academia Regiomontana).™ In 1546, the school received the
bylaws (constitutiones) in which it was called the Academy of Kénigsberg.®
In 1554, those bylaws were supplemented with the statutes (s&a¢uty) which
referred to the Academy as the University.”” In the privilege granted by
Albrecht in 1557, the Academy was designated as the University.®® The Royal
confirmation of 1560 did likewise and conferred all privileges enjoyed
=] by the University of Krakau," an old mediaeval university sanctioned by
N

= <3
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13 "Fundatio prima vulgo sic dictae particularis Regiomontanae (24. Oktober 1541)," in Corpus constitutionum,
vol. 1, 166-171 [No. 75], specifically 170-171.

14 Ibidem.

15 "Diploma des Markgrafen Albrechts die Fundation der Koénigsbergischen Akademie betreffend (20. Juli
1544)," in Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 22-27 [Beilagen, no. 6].

16 "Constitutiones Academiae Regiomontanae (28. Juni 1546)," in Corpus constitutionum, vol. 1, 171-179 [No.
76].

17 "Statuta sive Leges Academiae Regiomontanae (19. Mirz 1554)," in Corpus constitutionum, vol. 1, 179-191
[No. 77].

18 "Privilegium der Konigsbergischen Universitit (18. April 1557)," in Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 59-69 [Beilagen, no.
23].

19" Selected privileges: Ausfiihrliche, vol. 1, 77-96 [Beilagen, no. 28-30]. All privileges until 1560: Codex

diplomaticus Universitatis Studii Generalis Cracoviensis, vol. 1-5 (Krakau: Mankowski, Stelcel and Filipowski,
1870-1900).
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V
@ Furthermore, 3 mechanism for supporting poor students especially

4
of bring relief to needy students. The University was supported to 3 considerable
. degree by public funds, while individual donations both in cash and in kind
A\ were highly encouraged. Granted that the status of impoverished students
Y entering Albertina was often registered in early matriculae, a noticeable

the papacy, upon Albertina.20

&
The University of Kénigsberg was instituted to provide education
for young people from East Prussia in all disciplines useful to the community
and to the church.' Thus, equal attention was given to various branches of
knowledge in the arts and science. Their dignity rested on the service to the
neighbour which could be rendered by students equipped with knowledge,
skills and attitudes in the course of their studies.?2 Therefore, since its
inception, the University of Kénigsberg trained young people in
jurisprudence, medicine, science (mathematics, physics), lanquages (Hebrew,
Greek and Latin), literature, philosophy, history and theology. 2 The
curriculum of Albertina was broad by mediaeval standards and far from being
dominated by theology.

from disadvantaged peasant families was set up as far as tuition fees and
accommodation were concerned.?¢ Halls of residence and 3 canteen were to

enrolment of economically underprivileged students can be verified not only
as a matter of policy but also quantitatively.?

All of that conduced to the transformation of the wider community,
~equipping and engaging people from all walks of life to serve one another
and thus, to serve their Creator and Redeemer.

2l o
4 =] - (=
(B L (B < &
C P Z5% Do Py

- A% " e Y e
1 oo . d oo 3 >
P N - AR S
(Y < oL < o O A ‘.-‘5
N
~ -
L
'I

NE

c
[y

N .
A\

( 20 "Confirmatio Academiae Regiomontanae (28. Mirz 1560)."

21 "Fundatio prima vulgo sic dictae particularis Regiomontanae (24. Oktober 1541)."

22 Ibidem.

23 Ibidem. "Diploma des Markgrafen Albrechts die Fundation der Kdnigsbergischen Akademie betreffend (20.
Juli 1544)." "Constitutiones Academiae Regiomontanae (28. Juni 1546)." "Statuta sive Leges Academiae
Regiomontanae (19. Marz 1554)."

24 "Fundatio prima vulgo sic dictae particularis Regiomontanae (24. Oktober 1541)."

25 Georg Erler, ed., Die Matrikel der Albertus-Universitit zu Konigsberg in Preussen, vol. 1 (Leipzig: Duncker
K and Humblot, 1910).
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I Martin Luther, "An die Ratsherren aller Stidte Deutschen Landes dass sie christliche Schulen aufrichten und

halten sollen (1524)," in Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, vol. 15 (Weimar: Bohlau, 1899),27-53. [ I > "Eine

>

J

Predigt dass man Kinder zur Schule halten solle (1530)," in Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, vol. 30/2 (Weimar:
Bohlau, 1909), 517-588.

\ 2 Philipp Melanchthon, Loci communes theologici recens collecti et recogniti (Wittenberg: Klug, 1535). )
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