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BOOK REVIEWS '

The New Issue of
COPTIC CHURCH REVIEW

The Essential Magazine for Coptic Youth and Sunday School Teachers
Volume 23, Number 3- Fall 2002

Special Issue

ON CANA OF GALILEE: A Sermon by the Coptic Patriarch Benjamin I (38" Pope of Alexandria) who
witnessed the Persian occupation, ten years of Chalcedonian persecution, and the early years of the Arab
Conquest. The sermon, that is translated for the first time from Coptic provides much information that is of
historical, social, and theological interest. It contains three sections:

1. Commentary on the miracle: explaining how and why it was performed and the reasons why each of the
twelve disciples were present. Prominent in the account is the intercessory role of the Virgin Mary.

2. Two incidents involving corruption within the priesthood that took place during the thirteen years that the
- Patriarch was in hiding because of the Chalcedonian Persecution The first relays the story of a priest who
was excommunicated on account of fornication. The second concerns two so-called “Manichean” priests.
The general exhortations to all clergy found at the end of each of the incidents would seem to confirm the
state of laxity and negligence ascribed to the clergy of this time by the “History of the Patriarchs”.

3 In the third section (fol. 25v-33r) Benjamin shares the story of his encounter the anchorite (solitary monk)

- Isidoros. In this last section, the position of the Eucharist in the monastic community is clearly revealed.

The three questions asked of the anchorite were: how do you eat; how do you drink; and how do you receive
the Eucharist? From a seventh-century perspective, the Eucharist was an essential element for life..

To add to the value of this translation of a precious text, the reader will find 179 footnotes related to the
original Coptic text, its translation, or other valuable historical, theological and liturgical information that
throws more light on the Coptic Orthodox Tradition.

Monastic Visions: Wall Paintings in the
Monastery of St. Antony
Father Arseny, 1893- 1973: Priest,
Prisoner, Spiritual Fathers

Father Arseny: A Cloud of Witnesses Son Of Man

Great-Martyr Tsar Lazar of Serbia

Coptic Saints and Pilgrimages

The Heroic Faith of Innocence Studies in Christian Eschatology

Promise of Obedience: A Ritual History

For non-subscribers, price $2.50 per copy (in the US). For orders of more than 20 copies there is 40%
deduction (price $1.50 per copy). Price includes postage in the US. Send orders to. *Half prices for full time
students. Send orders to:

Coptic Church Review
P.O. Box 714 |
E. Brunswick, NJ, 08816.

For further information or to examine all articles in this issue or selected previous articles see the web site
http://home.ptd.net/~yanney/current_issue.html
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2- "The Story of the Copts" by Iris Habib El Masri,
Published by The Middle East Council of Churches - July
1978.

3- "The Coptic Encyclopedia'', Vol.3. Editor in Chief Dr.
Aziz S. Attia, Compiled by Mounir Shoucri, Published by
Macmillan Publishing Co. 1991 Edition.

4-  "Christian Egypt, Faith and Life" by Otto Meinardus.
Published by The American University - Cairo, Egypt,
1970 Edition.

5- "Coptic Synaxarium, Vol II'' Published by St. George

Coptic Orthodox Church, Chicago, Illinois. Second
Edition, June 1993.
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1- Coptic Encyclopedia, vol.6, p.1923.
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Coptic Church Review, vol. 18:4 - winter 1997).
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Butlers "lives of the Saints", Vol. 1 page 33. This Saint is
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