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Pennsylvania State Senate 

President John Fetterman 

Re: HEAL PA-Telehealth Waivers 

 

Dear Lt. Governor Fetterman, 

 HEAL PA is a public/private coalition of nearly 150 trauma experts from various 

backgrounds, fields, and sectors, including nonprofits, business, and government at the state and 

local levels. Our purpose is to implement “Trauma-Informed PA: A Plan to Make Pennsylvania a 

Trauma-Informed, Healing-Centered State” (TIPA). The Policy and Legislation Action (PLA) 

Team, within HEAL PA, is dedicated to implementing TIPA by advocating for the passage of 

healing-centered policy and legislation in the commonwealth. Research on the positive impact of 

trauma-informed services has indicated a universal benefit for all members of society. Due to 

this, we are writing on behalf of all Pennsylvania constituents, as the need for trauma-informed 

and healing-centered supports both during and after the COVID-19 pandemic are critical. 

Specifically, the Policy and Legislation Action Team, in collaboration with the Physical and 

Behavioral Health Action Team, recommends a permanent extension to the waivers which grant 

explicit permission for all health services overseen by the Bureau of Professional and 

Occupational Affairs to be provided via telehealth. 

 Under the state of emergency declaration due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor 

Wolf has approved several waivers requested by the Bureau of Professional and Occupational 

Affairs.  One of the reasons for these waivers is to increase access to health care services 

throughout Pennsylvania.  Because these waivers are connected to the state of emergency 

declaration, they will expire when this declaration is no longer in effect. The PLA team 

recognizes that that these waivers provided support that was required prior to the COVID19 

pandemic and will be required for ongoing support due to the impact of the pandemic on PA 

constituents.  Should they expire, that will limit health care access for those in rural populations 

that are at a high risk for experiencing trauma (those living in our highest poverty households 

who lack access to reliable transportation services). Furthermore, easier access to medical 

services with reimbursement of practitioners can help address broader access problems in a 

community or state, and can also help address provider workforce shortages, which are ongoing 

and in fact quite acute at this time.   

 According to recent data, 12% of Pennsylvanians live below the poverty line. In 

December, Governor Wolf announced that more than 327,000 Pennsylvanians would gain access 
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to high-speed internet service through the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Rural 

Digital Opportunity Fund Phase I auction. This increased access to connectivity, coupled with 

the ability to utilize telehealth will resulted in a positive change in the trauma-informed, healing-

centered services available throughout the Commonwealth. 

 While the data presented here only represent a fraction of Pennsylvania residents, we 

recognize that recent data suggests that 80% of Americans experience adversity at some point in 

their lives. In keeping with the Governor’s Trauma-Informed PA plan, the PLA team believes it 

in the best interest of all Pennsylvanians to maintain the modified regulations that have made it 

easier for people to access needed care. A permanent extension to the waivers, would provide 

permission for both licensed practitioners and for practitioners not currently possessing their own 

license, but operating under a licensed supervisor. We support continued permission for 

telehealth for both groups.  

 The Policy and Legislation Action along with the Physical and Behavioral Health teams 

of HEAL PA thank you for considering a permanent extension to the telehealth waivers which 

grant explicit permission for all health services. This action will provide universal trauma-

informed services to all Pennsylvanians, easier access to medical services with reimbursement of 

practitioners, and will address broader access problems at both a local and state level and will 

assist in addressing provider workforce shortages. Thank you for your consideration and your 

dedication to implementing Governor Wolf’s Trauma Informed Pennsylvania Plan. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Policy & Legislation Action Team   Physical & Behavioral Health Action Team 

HEAL PA      HEAL PA 

Co-Chair Maryann McEvoy, M.Ed   Co-Chair Gina M. Goth, M.Ed 

Co-Chair Jeanne Elberfeld, MD, LSW  Co-Chair Tracy Vogel 

 

 

 


