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Masters Events - Financial Assistance Policy
Policy Approved 15/12/2021
Purpose:
To support members who request financial assistance to represent Busselton Masters Swimming Club at approved Masters Swimming events outside the South West Region of WA.

This Policy is intended to provide the Committee with a clear and consistent means of assessing an application by a member, or members (a group) for assistance. 
Financial Assistance:
Financial assistance may be provided to current members of Busselton Masters Swimming Club (BMSC) to attend Masters swimming events to represent the club. 
Assistance may take the following form of: 

· A pro-rata fuel subsidy, OR  

· A contribution toward approved costs.

The assistance and amount to be provided shall be determined and approved by resolution of the BMSC Committee. The amount of member assistance sought and provided will be adjusted according to an agreed Club budget for members support, set by the Committee annually. 

In 2022, the maximum amount per member per annum available is $100. The annual budget is $500.

This Policy does not cover:
· attendance of individual members at non-Masters sanctioned events, Open Water series, or events in the South-West of WA.

Eligibility criteria: 

Applicants are required to meet the following key criteria: 
· Current member of the Busselton Masters Swimming Club

· Participating in a sanctioned State (MSWA) or National (MSA) event as a representative of the Club, 
· Have the written approval of the Committee. 
In considering a member’s application, the Committee will also assess the following additional criteria*:
· the eligibility of the event

· potential benefit to the club or member,
· number of members attending any event, 

· consideration of shared travel, 

· availability of club funds, 

· prior contribution of the member to the Club, 

· sponsorship or assistance available to the member.

The Committee may set further guidelines for governing eligibility for and/or the distribution of available funds, from time to time.
Application Process
· Applications should be sent to the Secretary, at least 7 days before a Committee meeting and/or, at least 8-weeks before the nominated event,

· Applicants should provide details of the event/competition and funds sought,
· Applications will be considered by the Committee at a general meeting
· Payment will be made after the event based on provision of receipts, or as an approved specific amount ,
· Members may only apply once per financial year. 

All decisions are at the discretion of the Committee and its decision will be final.
This Policy will be reviewed in 12 months (Dec 2022).
2

