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contaminate: to make something bad or 
harmful (v)

They spilled toxic waste into the lake and 
contaminated the water.
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sewage: dirty water from homes or factories, 
especially from bathrooms (n)

Sewage should go to a treatment plant to be cleaned 
before being put into the rivers and oceans.
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groundwater: water that collects or flows beneath 
the earth's surface, often used for drinking water (n)

The girl pumps up some groundwater for the boys 
to drink.
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resource: something very useful or valuable that belongs 
to a country, community, or person.

Coal is a very important resource for China.
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Match and create a sentence for each 
picture.
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     One of the most important resources on 
earth is water. Without water, nothing can live. 
Water pollution occurs when harmful and toxic
waste enters our water in rivers, lakes, ponds, 
oceans, etc. This harms the plants and animals 
that live in the water. Also, it sometimes 
reaches our groundwater which might 
contaminate the water we use in our homes, 
including our drinking water. This can make us 
very sick and cause serious diseases.
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     Sometimes water pollution can happen from 
natural activities such as volcanoes, animal 
waste, and residue from storms and floods. 
Humans also pollute the water by dumping 
sewage and garbage into the water. Oil spills, 
farming chemicals, and toxic factory waste also 
pollute our water. There are always outbreaks 
of sickness in many poorer countries caused by 
contaminated drinking water. Water pollution 
also kills many plants and animals.
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     Only 1% of the earth's water is freshwater. 
The rest is salty, and we can't drink it. So, we 
must protect our water sources. We can start 
by saving water. We can take shorter showers 
and turn off taps when not in use, like when 
washing dishes or brushing your teeth. We can 
also tell family and friends the importance of 
clean water. We should never throw our trash 
into the water. Always throw trash away 
properly. 
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We use already in positive 
sentences to say something

has happened.

I did my homework already.

I didn't do my homework yet.

I already went to the store.

I haven't gone to the store yet.
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We use yet in negative 
sentences to say something

hasn't happened.



Super
English




