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CAMPUS Buzz

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - PADAPPAI

VELAMMAL MATRIC SCHOOL - MAMBAKKAM 

VELAMMAL VIDYALAYA - SHOLINGANALLUR 

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - SURAPET

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - AMBATTUR

VELAMMAL MATRIC SCHOOL - MARAIMALAI NAGAR 

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - SURAPET

Ganesh Chathurthi celebrations

Krishna Jayanthi celebrations

Independence day celebrations

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - AMBATTUR
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VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - MAMBAKKAM 

VELAMMAL MATRIC SCHOOL - MAMBAKKAM 

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - PADUR

VELAMMAL VIDYALAYA - SHOLINGANALLUR VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - GUDUVANCHERY

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - NEDUNGUNDRAM

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - GUDUVANCHERY

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM - NEDUNGUNDRAM

Investiture Ceremony

Raksha Bandhan celebration

Fancy Dress competition

Future of Mobility - an experiential workshop and Exclusive tour of BMW Plant in  Mahindra world city , Chennai 

First Aid training

Grandparents day

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | CAMPUS BUZZ



8

MatruPitru
a series of article   by our parents

I have always encouraged both my children to clean 

up their own mess as well as helping their sib-

lings or friends clean up the mess that is around 

them. Asking children to tidy up after themselves 

provide your child with not only responsibility but also 

accountability. Encouraging them to help their siblings 

and friends also gives them a sense of teamwork and part-

nership. It is important for your child to understand that 

How to 
get your 
children 
clean-up 
their mess?

helping others is the right thing to do and 

although it is not their mess, their siblings 

appreciate their teamwork.   

Children make a mess and we all know 

that. What a few of us may not know is that 

they cannot recognise the mess. For most 

children, things that are lying around do not 

seem messy. They have a different under-

standing of tidiness and keeping things clean 

or in place than adults.

Here are a few steps you can do to help chil-

dren take responsibility for their messes: 

Make them under-
stand

Take time to explain their responsibil-
ity to care for their things. Also point out 
how they feel when they cannot find their 
things.

Make it fun
Most children are willing to 

participate in a game of “Who can clean 
up the most toys before the five minute 
timer goes off?” instead of simply saying, 
“Clean up this mess right now!”

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | MATRU PITRU
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Set a goal
Use daily/weekly chore charts 

on their door like “make your 
bed”, “put laundry in the hamper”, “toys 
back” and mark off or initial when they 
complete tasks. When they become old-
er, set goals for them and keep a chart 
for some larger incentive.       

Show them how 
it's done        

The chore charts work beautifully 
to decrease stress at home and it creates 
teamwork. Encourage them to help each 
other, big ones helping the little ones. 
Create a situation where you work along 
with your better half to clean the home 
and show the behaviour you expect 
from them. 

Be supportive
 Do not express your disap-

pointment if they could not 
do a good job. They will get better with 
more and more practice. If further more 
clean-up is required, make sure you do 
it when they are not looking or else they 
might feel defeated & less likely to try to 
do a better job next time.

Keep in mind we are not raising chil-
dren; we are raising adults. While it may 
be easier in the short term to just clean 

up after your children, it is very im-
portant that she/he develop the sense of 
responsibility that comes from knowing 
they can sort out their own mess. A 
child who is deprived of opportunities 
to do life’s mundane, unpleasant tasks 
grows up with diminished self-esteem 
and confidence, whereas one who has 
discovered that they can successfully 
tackle a difficult job — or a big mess — 
will bring the confidence they gained 
through that experience into their adult 
life.

Tough game - Ms. Rathipriya, M/O Rahul of 
class 6 and Rithwik of class 4, Velammal Vid-
hyashram, Padappai shares her trick on how to 
get kids to clean.

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | MATRU PITRU
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Pheba John, X - A4, 
Velammal Vidhyashram 

(Bhagat Singh wing), 
Surapet

• Every day, millions of 
people tune in to watch 
their favorite reality TV 
shows. As a result, the 
person we see everyday be-
comes a replica of someone 
else. Reality shows  creates 
an impression on us and 
influence people in their 
daily lives.
• Both children and teenag-
ers fail to understand that 
such shows affects their be-
havior, self-image, attitude 
and beliefs and education.
• An act of bullying, being 
aggressive, more focused 
on physical beauty and lack 
of concentration is some of 

the after effects of the show.
• I would like to tell you 
“don’t be someone else al-
ways be yourself and create 
your own identity”.

Sakthivel. R, VII - A, 
Velammal Matriculation 

Higher Secondary School, 
Surapet

• Reality shows are just for 
entertainment. 
• Media corrupt the 
minds of the people in our 
communities, socioeco-
nomic and political systems 
through the reality shows.
• To increase the TRP, 
channels destroy our cul-
ture which is a threat to the 
younger generation.

Preetham Sai B.V, IX - C, 
Velammal Vidhyashram 

(Tilak Wing), Surapet  
• In most of the reality 
shows, competitors do any-
thing and everything that 
they can to win the grand 
prize. People are addicted 
to such shows and waste 
their time to watch them 
instead of utilizing their 
time to do something more 
productive
• Reality shows give a false 
idea to the viewers that 
participating in such shows 
is a platform to gain name, 
fame and fortune.
• Children reality shows are 
the worst. They are forced 
to perform in such shows, 
so that their parents can 
brag about their kids to 

relatives and friends. These 
could put immense pres-
sure on the child’s physical 
and mental state.

A. Mohamed Unaiz, VII, 
Velammal Matriculation 

School, Mambakkam
• TV shows started to 
spread like diseases. Adults 
and kids are addicted to the 
show and it creates a bad 
image about the society.
• According to me, reality 
shows are 99% scripted and 
only 1% is actually reality.
• There is one positivity 
about the reality show and 
that is we get to know the 
real face of society and how 
it is hyper sensitive.  

The Indian television industry is now full of reality shows and most of the shows have become contro-
versial due to some scenes or episodes which abuse the traditional and cultural values of the country. 
Different people have different viewpoints on this. However the impact of these reality shows can be seen 
today. Reality programs revolve around competitions or celebrities’ lives. They seek to create entertain-
ment from the uncertainty of unscripted moments. 

So, does reality TV shows really showcase the society?  Is it helpful or harmful?  Is it something that, as 
many claim, just eats up the time and energy for no real purpose?  Reality TV shows- do you love it or hate 
it? Students shared their views with the readers about the good and bad of reality TV shows. 

Reality TV shows: Good or Bad?

potpourri

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | DEBATE
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T. Nimalan Sakthidharan, V, 
Velammal Matriculation School, 

Maraimalai Nagar
• Focusing on limiting the exposure to 
kids is a good start to prevent reality TV 
from “taking over” in our house.
• The contestants on the shows are en-

couraged to use the bad words which directly or indirectly 
impact the viewers. Such shows inculcate a degrading 
personality among the youth of the country.
• The need for special boards to stop such vulgarities in the 
television seems to be the need of the hour.

Jyotsna S, VIII - A1, 
Velammal Vidhyashram, Padappai

• Every day on television, some new 
reality shows are being introduced, 
enabling the viewers to choose from a 
large menu of many shows.
• Reality shows have become the order 

of the day, attracting the audiences in all age-group.
• Different people take in reality Shows in different ways; 
some see it as a threat to society, while others see it as 
something to lift it. Either way, reality shows do affect 
society, both positively and negatively.

S.Aaradana, V- A, 
Velammal Vidhyashram, Padur

• Today there is not a single channel on 
television, which does not telecast any 
reality show.
• Almost on a daily basis, we watch 
reality shows. I think watching reality 
shows and participating in them has to 

be in a right manner which will support the viewer’s life 
instead of destroying it.
• There are positive as well as negative impacts of reality 
shows on society. But still reality is the two sides of the coin 
and disputing.

G. Shallini, VII – B, 
Velammal Vidyalaya, Sholinganallur 

• Reality shows affect the society in 
many ways. There are cultural differenc-
es between the society and the happen-
ings in the show.
• The foul language used in the show 
makes it unwatchable as a family.

• In the show, we get to see the negative side of celebrities, 

causing confusion. Their actions are theatrical and quite 
dramatic. Their weakness is showcased which spoils their 
image among their fans.
• The audiences are fooled by making them believe that 
they are the judges, whereas everything is usually pre-
planned. To sum up, there is no reality in the so called 
reality shows.

G.Hrishikesh, V- C3, Velammal Vidhyashram (Netaji 
wing), Surapet
• On a regular basis reality shows 
telecast drama, gossips, fight, unparlia-
mentary language, but we still prefer 
to watch these shows because they are 
interesting and new.
• Everything in this world has both 

good and bad and it is left to us how we conceive it. Like-
wise, these are just shows and it is fully in the hand of the 
audience. 

Editors take: Not all reality television pro-
grams are sending negative influences, but 
many are. No matter how entertaining it 
might be reality TV shows does more harm 
than good.

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | DEBATE

What is your memorable funny encounter 
with your students?
We have a custom in our class that everybody 

should clap their hands if someone drops their 

food while eating. This discourages my students 

from dropping food on the floor and this pattern 

worked really well. One day one of my student 

dropped the whole lunch box and the whole class 

kept on clapping for a while which in turn created 

a tune. 

Lilly Theresa
Math Teacher
Velammal 
Matriculation school, 
Maraimalai Nagar

Insight
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EncycloPAEDIa

When I was a kid, my dad used 
to take me and my sister cycling 
almost every weekend.  It was good 
for him and us—both physically 
and emotionally. We took every 
opportunity to play in the 
neighborhood. My 
sister and I also 
played catch 
in the backyard 
after school. As active 
children, we routinely 
played tag and 
made up games 
to play with 
our friends 
just as an excuse to 
run around. Nowadays, it is all 
too easy for children to fall into 

a life of inactivity. TV, mobile and 
video games encourage a seden-
tary existence, setting up 
habits that are difficult 
to break as an adult.  
That is why one 
of the best gifts 
parents can give 
their children is a 
lifestyle that encour-
ages physical activity and 
healthy nutrition!

You have 
heard it 
before 
— we 
have an 
obesity 
epidemic 
going on, and 
it is not 
only 

af-

fecting adults, it is hitting children 
too. Very overweight children tend 

to grow up to be very over-
weight adults, which can 

lead to health problems 
such as type 2 diabe-
tes, heart disease, joint 
and bone problem, 

early puberty and 
certain cancers. Research 

shows children who achieve 
a healthy weight tend to be fitter, 
healthier, better able to learn, and 
are more self-confident. They are 
also less likely to have low self-es-
teem and be bullied.

HOW TO AVOID 
& MANAGE CHILD OBESITY 

Eat Mindfully, Live vibrantly

Dr. Mohammed Uvaise, 
MD (PAEDS)

Dr. Kamakshi Memorial Hospital, 
Pallikaranai.

The 
development 

of lifetime healthy 
eating and physical 

activity habits begins in 
childhood, but it’s never 

too late to learn 
these skills.

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | ENCYCLOPAEDIA



13

As a parent, there are lots you can do to help your child. 

Getting them to be 
more active and eat 
well is important. 
Here is some prac-
tical advice to help 
you.

1. Listen to your 
child's concern 
about their 
weight. Over-
weight children 
often know they 
have a weight 
problem, and they need to feel supported and in 
control of their weight. Let them know that you 
love them, whatever their weight, and that all you 
want is for them to be healthy and happy.

2. There is no hard and fast advice on how much is 
too much, but children should watch no more than 
two hours of television each day – and remove all 
screens (including mobile phones and tab) from 

their bedroom at night. 
The less children sleep, 

the greater the risk of 
them becoming obese. 
Lack of sleep can also 
affect their mood and 
behavior.

3. Make sure your 
child drinks lots of 
water. As a general 
rule: take the person’s 
(or child's) weight in 
pounds and divide the 
number in half. That 
number represents the 

approximate number of ounces of water that adult 
or child should drink per day.

4. Treats do not have to be off the table completely 
and nutritious food 
can definitely be 
delicious. Remember 
this at all time.

5. Eating out should 
be left for special oc-
casions. It is always 
a better option to 
make your meals at 
home and avoid eat-
ing out. This makes 
it easier to manage 
your food as you 
know exactly what 

is going into cooking it. As parents, you should try 
to cook up some new recipes that are not only tasty 
but healthy. It is good to include baked, boiled or 
steamed items in the meal.

6. Parents should play an active role in their child’s 
life to help them towards a healthier future. Re-
member obesity in children is manageable. The key 
is to be patient and supportive.

• Do not skip meals. 

• Eat three balanced meals. 

• Take a standard dinner 

plate, fill 1/2 with vegeta-

bles, 1/3 with cereal, 1/3  

with the protein, add 150 

ml of milk/curd/dessert. 

You have a healthy meal.

• Children are born with the ability to naturally 

regulate their food intake to meet their caloric 

needs.

• Never use food as a reward. Reward desired 

behavior with praise, extra attention, and privi-

leges.

• Don’t comfort your child with food. Use under-

standing words and hugs instead.

• Help your child build a lifetime exercise habit by 

reducing the amount of time your family spends 

in sedentary activities like TV and video games. 

Exercise every day by picking up a sport which 

can involve the entire family or a regular activity 

that helps your kid on his way to his goals.

TIPS

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | ENCYCLOPAEDIA



14

When we were 12 years old, what were we busy doing? 

Learning how to evade the seeker in hide and seek? Or 

bothered about replacing that latest toy that broke? Or tagging 

after mommy demanding she make our favorite food? There 

In an interview with Twitbook, Arjun shares about his 
experience, inspiration and future plans with us. 

What is the inspiration/incident that led you into 
developing apps?

The inspiration behind the making of each and every 
one of my apps has been the small problems faced 
by myself or people around me and my pursuit to 
resolve the same. Ez School Bus Locator - my very 
first app - was inspired by the plight of parents (such 
as mine) while following up with their children 
during their school journeys in unfavorable weather 
conditions. 

What are your current projects in development?

Of late, I have been researching about technolo-
gies like Artificial Intelligence, Deep Learning and 
Machine Learning, and look forward to come up with 
some solutions revolving these fields very shortly. 

Other areas that I’m 
presently involved are re-
search and development 
which include Virtual 
Reality and Internet of 

Things (IoT).  Also, I’m involved in running Later-
aLogics, the technology company I started with a 

vision to come up with innovative solutions that 
will help make our world a better place.  

S. Arjun
 Founder and President 
LateraLogics Innovations LLP (www.LateraLogics.com) 
Student of Class XII Velammal Vidhyashram, Surapet

were a whole lot of things we did but coding was definitely not one of them. Arjun Kumar, Class XII 

student of Velammal Vidhyashram, Surapet won 1st place in the K-8 division of the 2012 Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology - MIT App Inventor competition. Arjun was in seventh grade when he 

created his first app.

Tête- à -Tête

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | Tête- à -Tête
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Tell us about the memorable moments when you got 
awarded by Mr. Pranab Mukherjee? 

Receiving the National Child Award for exceptional 
achievements from the then honorable President Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee at the Rashtrapati Bhavan was one of 
the most unforgettable moments in my life. It indeed will 
remain the most honorable achievement in my life. I felt 
so proud to receive this recognition, especially on behalf of 
Tamil Nadu.

What is your ambition?

I have heard a lot and have 
been fascinated about the life 
at Google. Working at Google 
(to get equipped to bring 
up my company to a similar 
position) has always been one 
of my dreams. Interestingly, 
most of my achievements are 
connected to Google in one 
way or the other. 

• The tool I had been using (App Inventor), though 
presently maintained by Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), is originally part of Google Labs.  

• Most of my apps are powered by Google servers.  
• I won the first prize in the Google Code to Learn con-

test 2015, and received the award from former Union 
Human Resources Minister Ms. Smriti Irani and Mr. 
Rajan Anand (Head of Google Asia Pacific) around 
this time last year.  

• I even had the luck of getting tweeted by Google and 
Mr. Rajan Anand about my apps!

“It was a dream comes true for me to meet up Mr. Rajan 
Anandan, MD of Google India, at the Google Code to Learn 
Contest felicitation event at Sastri Bhavan, New Delhi, who 
also inspired me with his words; you will make your own 
Google one day”

What is your next step after complet-
ing your studies at Velammal?

I aim to continue my studies, specializ-
ing in subjects I love to pursue such as 
Computer Science and Robotics. 

I also look forward to, “continue my 
entrepreneurial journey, and continue 
to learn more cool stuff, continue my 
other passions and Help others with the 
best of my ability”

I get excited when Computer 
Science graduate students and 

companies from India and in other 
parts of the world invite me (visit, 
call, or write) to discuss the design 

logic of my apps and other pro-
gramming related topics.

”

“
Google tweeted about Locatera - school transport 

management solution

Arjun receiving the prestigious “National Child Award for Excep-
tional Achievements (for Computer Technology) 2014”  from the 
Honourable  President Pranab Mukherjee.

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | Tête- à -Tête
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What is your advice for other young people interested 
in computer science and app development?

 As I always used to feel and say, one of the best things 
today’s youngsters can do is ‘look around for problems 
in the society, and try to find resolutions for these using 
their own skills.’ However, please note that this doesn’t 
necessarily demand technology, but could encompass 
any other skills they may possess. 
When it comes to helping, as we 
know, there are tons of resources 
on the Internet for anything that 
you want to know about. Every 
single question of yours has 
already been answered; and, every 
technical problem you face has 
already been solved by someone 

else. 
All you 
need to 
know is how to grab the ‘right’ 
resources. And, you need to be 
an expert in that.  

With respect to entrepreneur-
ship, I feel it helps greatly in 
practicing some of the most 
important life skills (that 
include communication, pre-
sentation, negotiation, problem 
solving, and decision making) 
that could be of great help 
when you grow up. 

Based on your experience, what are the skills required 
to become an entrepreneur?

Based on the limited experience I was able to gather 
from my little journey, I consider the following as the 
primary skills for anyone interested to get into entre-
preneurship:  Eagerness to empathize (with people’s 
problems and needs), ability to learn to learn, courage 
to question the status-quo / passion to think out-of- 
the-box, ready to accept failures and learning from 
those experiences.

You have developed many amazing apps. Which is 
your favorite and why?

One of my favorite apps is 
Qoogle. It is a quiz app that is 
equipped with algorithms to shoot 
questions to a user according to 
their expertise, and repeat same 
patterns of questions wherever the 
user is found to be weak.

According to you, what is the 
next big thing in social media & 
technology?

I think the next-big-thing in technology is Deep Learn-

ing. For starters, Deep Learning is a technology that lets 

‘i-Safe’ — a women & teen 
safety mobile app that is 
my tribute to our young 

girls and women who face 
immense challenges to live 

safely in today’s world.

”

“
Ez School Bus lo-
cator — a custom 
mobile app that 
allows parents 
to check if their 

child successfully 
boarded the bus 

and tracks the 
vehicle’s move-
ment from the 

pick point to the 
drop point on the 

in-app map.

”

“

Arjun being felicitated by honarable union minister for Human 
Resources Development, Ms. Smriti Zubin Irani at Shastri Bhavan, 

New Delhi for winning in the Google Code to learn contest.

VNGEN TWITBOOK | SEPTEMBER 2017 | Tête- à -Tête
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• Recognized by Ashoka as a Youth Venturer after a selec-

tion process by Ashoka jury members in August 2016 

as "an honour for my passion & commitment to create 

social change at a young age" 

• Winner of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT)'s 'Most Innovative App of the Month November 

2016)' for my Google quiz app 'Qoogle' 

• Finalist in the ‘Social Media for Empowerment Awards’ 

conducted by the Digital Empowerment Foundation in 

February 2016 for my mobile phone app ‘iVolunteer for 

Chennai’

• First prize winner in the ‘Google Code to Learn Contest 

2015’ for my school fleet management mobile app 

solution ‘Locatera’ 

• Winner of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT)'s 'App of the Month (Best Design 2015 October)' 

for my school fleet management mobile app solution 

‘Locatera’

• Felicitated by the Computer Society of India (CSI), Chen-

nai, and IEEE Computer Society, Madras, in 2015 for my 

achievements in the field of computer technology with a 

'Certificate of Appreciation' 

• Winner of the ‘National Child Award for Exceptional 

Achievements 2014 (for Computer Technology)’ institut-

ed by the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

• Winner (First Prize) of the ‘App Inventor Bug Finding 

Contest’ conducted worldwide by the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) of the United States of 

America in January 2014 

• Finalist in the ‘Google Code to Learn Contest’ held in 

November 2014 for my women’s safety mobile phone 

app ‘iSafeGuard’ 

• Winner of the ‘Young Achiever Award’ from the CEO of 

the Velammal Vidhyashram School in May 2014 

• Winner (First Prize) of the ‘App Inventor App Contest’ (K-8 

category)’ conducted worldwide by the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) in January 2013 for my 

mobile phone app ‘Ez School Bus Locator’ 

• Finalist in the ‘Global Discovery Academy Design App 

Contest’ held in October 2013 for my mobile phone app 

‘Ez School Bus Locator’ 

• Finalist in the ‘mBillionth Award South Asia’ conducted 

by the Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF) in July 

2013 for my mobile phone app ‘Ez School Bus Locator’

The awards and accomplishments 
by Arjun

a computer learn anything from 
thousands of examples. This is 
very similar to a human mind, 
containing millions of neural 
networks. I wish to work in this 
field someday.

Your experience at Velammal?

I’m always grateful to Velam-
mal for giving me all support 
and encouragement in my 
life. I still remember the day 
when I got an opportunity to 
showcase my ‘Ez School Bus 
Locator’ app to my school management when I was just 
twelve. I thankfully remember the day when I was given 
an opportunity and support to pilot my app in Velammal 
Vidhyashram, Ambattur. One of my most memorable 
moments in life was when I received the ‘Certificate of 
Honor’ for the academic 
year 2015-16 in recognition of my achievements in the 
field of computer technology from 
our CEO Mr. Velm-
urugan. I’m always 
proud to say I’m a 
‘Velammalian’. 

Finally, iOS or 
Android?

Though I’m an ardent fan 
of Google, ironically, when it comes to 
mobile operating system, iOS is my preference. Though 
Android is certainly respected as an OS with intense 
customizability but, both in terms of design as well as the 
quality of apps available, iOS stands out.  

Locatra, Hype, 
Qoogle, iRobot, 

iVolunteer, i
SafeGuard, 

Scribbly, 
WorkApps, Code-
Inventor Kits are 
some of the apps 

developed by 
Arjun. 

”

“

Checotah 
Public Schools, 

Oklahoma started using 
the Locatera  app for a 

complete mobile phone 
based school bus and 

student tracking 
solution.
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Grandparents have guided 
their children and 
grandchildren 
through trial 

and triumph. For many of 
us, our grandparents were  
our earliest teachers and care-
givers. A grandparent is one who 
strengthens you with prayer, blesses 
you with love and encourages you with 
hope. The bond of love and sharing between 
a grandchild and a grandparent is very special, 
significant and deeper.

Grandparents are the pillars of strength to our fam-
ilies, and with compassion and wisdom, they have 
enriched our lives. On grandparents day, we thank 
them for their love us and pay tribute to a generation 
that still inspires us toward brighter horizons.

We, at Velammal Juniors 
honor our grandparents and 
we celebrate their indelible 
contributions to family, 
community, and country.

The children showed their 
talents by singing rhymes 
and telling stories to the 

grandpar-
ents. Grand-
parents felt 
very enthu-
siastic and 

enjoyed 
themselves by actively participating in events 

conducted by the teachers. They also 
shared value based stories, songs and 

drama for the children. They were 
overwhelmed with joy and 

honored when they received 
the “Thank You” certificates 

from their grandchildren. 

“Grandparents can do more for us than 
anyone else in the world; they sprinkle star-

dust in our eyes.”

GRANDPARENTS DAY

What is your memorable day in your teaching 
career?
The 1st annual day rehearsal is one of my most 

memorable and astonishing moments in Velammal.  

We had 3 stages where 3 groups were supposed 

to dance to their respective songs, but when we 

started the music our children went to the wrong 

stage but without a slight hesitation they started 

dancing with the correct steps.  We were all mes-

merized by seeing the young ones dancing without 

any practice. 

Nancy
English Teacher
Velammal 
Vidhyashram,
Mambakkam

Insight
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Master Rudreshwar, a Class 2 student from 
Velammal Vidhyashram, Padappai has scaled 

the Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak on the Af-
rican continent. He is one of the youngest to scale 
Mount Kilimanjaro at an elevation of 3720m. 

Meanwhile, due to the weather condition and his 

age, he was given permission to reach the Horom-
bo Hut, summit camp at 3720m/12140 ft. “I am 
very happy with this achievement,” he says. “Yet, I 
felt a sense of regret that I could not summit the 
peak. I had come so near. And yet was so far,” adds 
Rudreshwar who aspires to summit the Mount 
Everest.

Velammal student scales Mount Kilimanjaro
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SPOT Light

Velammal Vidyalaya, Sholinganallur

Sholinganallur is an established residential node located 
on the IT corridor towards the south of Chennai. The 

advent of Information Technology business parks and 
dedicated Special Economic Zones (SEZ) in this region 
marked the rise of Sholinganallur as the next big financial 
and economic hub of Chennai.
It has been the home of Velammal Vidyalaya since 2016.  
Integrating the values and best practices with the rich 
educational traditions, the school seeks to develop critical 
thinking, lifelong intellectual curiosity, leadership, and 
collaboration among multi-talented students of various 
social, cultural, economic, and geographic backgrounds.
CURRICULUM
VVSN offers nationally established CBSE (Central Board 
of Secondary Education) curriculum. An integrated 
approach of instruction helps students to understand the 
connections among the various subjects while fostering 

logical, responsible learning.  The prime focus of the curriculum is to innovate teaching-learning meth-
odologies by developing paradigms that are conducive for students.
“The core curriculum in our primary and middle school includes the best of the board, thus giving a compet-

We pride ourselves on the quality of our staff, 
a well-rounded curriculum, a strong sense of 
community, an emphasis on character educa-
tion and active parent involvement
- Ms. Padma Raghunathan, Principal.
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itive edge to our young learners and 
the leaders of tomorrow” says Ms. 
Padma Raghunathan, Principal - 
VVSN

STAFF & STUDENTS
The staff at VVSN believes in the 
value of the individual and the 
importance of helping each student 
reach his or her potential. Critical 
thinking takes center stage as teach-
ers incorporate problem solving and 
decision-making skills into the day-
to-day life of the classroom right 
from the beginning of Kindergarten.  
The school boasts 88 staff in total 
with a student teacher ratio of 20:1 
in play school, 30:1 in kindergarten and 35:1 from 
class 1 to 8. The school serves 1140 students from 
play school to class 8. 

“Our teachers emphasize not only the basics of com-
putation, reading and writing, but also the physical, 
social, emotional, cultural, and moral growth of our 
students” adds Ms. Padma Raghunathan.

INFRASTRUCTURE
VVSN provides a pragmatic 
child-centered environment 
that makes learning a joy-
ful experience. Classroom 
environment fosters excel-
lence and motivates students 
towards better performance. 
Classrooms are aesthetically 
designed in aligning with 
safety. 

40 flexible spacious classrooms, 
computer labs, dance, music, arts 
and crafts and composite lab. Also 
the school has a resource room to 
facilitate the faculty members to 
do research attached to the library 
which contains more than 2000 
books. 

“Our school library, a treasure trove 
of knowledge, has state-of-the-art 
infrastructure to provide students a 
place to learn, think and share ideas” 
– Ms. Padma Raghunathan

TRANSPORTATION
The transportation department 

oversees the safe delivery of more than 200 stu-
dents to and fro, around the year. There are nearly 
10 buses in the VVSN fleet. 

Ms. Padma points out, “Transportation Safety is a 
shared responsibility with the active participation of 
parents, school staff, and school bus drivers; all who 
are vital to the student's safety”.

Teachers are continuously 
monitored and evaluated and 
they are part of many train-
ing programs and workshops 
to improve their pedagogy 
skills 
– Mr. Sajendran Nair, 
   Vice Principal
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CURRICULUM 
INITIATIVES
VVSN focuses on the fun-
damentals. Class 1 and 2 
have special classes for 
phonics, class 3,4, and 
5 students undergo 
concept building in 
mathematics coaching 
and for class 6,7 and 8 
to broaden the science 
spectrum they have spe-
cial classes where 
they get to learn 
the concepts 
with hands 
–on experi-
ence. 
Value 
education 
is taught 
by the 
principal 
and academic 
coordinators 
to inculcate the 
morals and life 
skills. Speechcraft – an 
exclusive Cambridge English 
training and assessment 
program is provided to 
the desired students. 
“Our curriculum builds 
upon basic language and 
computation skills to pro-
vide a strong foundation for 
our students’ learning” says Mr. 
Sajendran Nair. 

EVENTS
The school celebrates all the 

festival by incorporating the 
theme with intra-school 

competitions. Apart from 
this school have many 
activities which include 
math, science, social 
and language.  Mime 
is the popular activity 

among students to learn. 
Ms. Padma further adds, 

“last year we had a 
science exhibit on 

the topic Different 
Landscapes and 

this year we are 
planning to 
showcase all the 
concepts from 
their textbook”.

DSA (DURING 
SCHOOL AC-

TIVITIES)
The school provides 

a wide range of activities 
in two categories, First is 
by the internal trainers for 

prachar sabha, vocal, key-
board, arts and crafts and 
other is by the external 
trainers for gymnastics, 
karate, chess, silambam, 

dramatics, hand writing, 
western dance and zumba.  

“School have 85% of the pop-
ulation enrolling in DSA. SR.KG 
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students are also part of DSA activities” says proud 
Ms. Padma Raghunathan.

PARENT’S ENGAGEMENT
VVSN have a tremendous support from parents. 
They involve themselves with the school as much 
as possible. They are secular and support irrespec-
tive of their religion.
Ms. Padma shares her memory, “Last year parents 
celebrated Pongal in the school by preparing pongal 
and pooja along with our students”.

CLUBS
The students are given the opportunity to become 
the members of Bharat Scouts and Guides. To 
become a confident individual students are given 
the opportunity to be a member of English, Math, 
Gardening, Science and Language club.
“Our goal is to help our students develop the skills as 
they need to play an active part in a rapidly chang-
ing world”- Ms. Padma Raghunathan

SPORTS AND INTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
VVSN provides a wide range of sports like table 

tennis, carom, throw ball, volleyball, tennikoit, etc. 
Students participated in Veetuku oru vinyani by 
Puthiya thalaimurai, a TV channel and won many 
prizes. 

What is your best classroom experience?
Handling the students of class 3 is huge tasks 

with reference to making them sit and listen. The 

students are so enthusiastic and are always active. 

Some children are reserved in class, even when 

they are asked to participate academically. Hence 

we sat and planned to teach the EVS subject in 

the form of action rhyme where the children are 

taught the definitions and concepts with actions. 

To our surprise all the 46 learners participated very 

eagerly. This made a great transition in the minds 

of teachers, learners and the parents. Parents could 

see their children singing these rhymes even in 

their houses.

Beena
Science Teacher
Velammal 
Vidhyashram,
Ambattur

Insight
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Connect
GROW

&

"Look at Chitra, Shyam and Mary. They top the class. Why can't you?" asked 
Hari's father. Hari has been consistently ranked between the fourth and 
the sixth rank in a class of 52, in a good school. His marks in individual 

subjects are high, but that did not please his parents. They kept telling him that he 
was good for nothing, as he did not come first in class.

Comparing children can be detrimental to them. For that matter, it can put anybody 
off. Adults too might complain about an unpopular boss because he is in the habit of 
comparing performances.

At times, comparison can even undermine friendship. Hari has asked his friends not 
to come home, as he fears they may trigger a fresh bout of comparison. Many parents 
think that they are motivating their children by comparing them with others, but, 
they do not know they are only pushing their children's self esteem spiralling down.

The children would think that they are unwanted and hated. They think, ‘My parents don’t like me. They like my 
friends because they score high in the tests. 

Parents need to understand that no student wants to get low marks or perform badly on purpose. Each child has his 
or her capabilities and limitations, and performs accordingly. What parents need to know is that their children are 
doing their best. Do they understand their lessons or do they resort to cramming? Do they enjoy learning? These 
should be parents' primary concerns. They could offer time and help to make the learning process enjoyable. Marks 
and rank become natural by-products once the student enjoys learning and understands the lessons.
If there is a deficiency in effort, parents should intervene and guide the youth to action. If the effort is adequate 
and sincere, but the performance is not up to the expectations, parents should be patient. Rule out conditions like 
Specific Learning Disability, where the child may be intelligent, but has specific difficulties in reading, writing or 
mathematics. As a result, the performance may not be related to his/her capability. Being accused of not trying hard 

Dr S Mohan Raj, 
MD., D.N.B,

Consultant Psychiatrist 
and Director, 
Tharu Clinic.

AGONY 
of relativity

Parents need to understand that no student wants to get low marks or perform 
badly on purpose. Each child has his or her capabilities and limitations, and 

performs accordingly. What parents need to know is that their children are doing 
their best.
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enough is demoral-
ising for a child who 
has been working 
hard. Parents need 
to accept limitations, 
and nurture them. 
Indra, a 16-year-old, 
who has never been 
appreciated, says, 
"Even if my talents 
are few, please appre-
ciate me. That will 
motivate me to do 
better".

But parents are not the only players in this game. The 
teachers too play a significant role in boosting the stu-
dent's self esteem. Some teachers tend to pigeonhole the 
class into "good", "average" and "bad" students, based 
on certain objective, and mostly subjective, criteria. 
Mistakes by "good" students are tolerated, whereas even 
the slightest mistake by the "bad" students gets them 
severely punished. These teachers tend to pick on "bad" 
students for any mischief in the classroom, regardless of 
evidence.

The student labelled "bad" soon realises that there is no 
point in trying to impress the teacher, as he is never ap-
preciated. Any hope of making a better impression the 
next year is thwarted by the teacher passing on the prej-
udice to the teacher of the next class. A good teacher 
empathises with her students, especially those labelled 
"bad". In any school, the popular teachers are those who 
appreciate all students. In spite of having to deal with 
large classes they are capable of avoiding comparison.
At times, parents and teachers are supportive and car-
ing, but the student compares himself with others and 
feels inferior; Govind says, "I feel inferior in my class. 
There are classmates who are very intelligent or who are 
good at sports. I am average at both and try to catch up 
with them. But, by the time I get there, they have gone a 
step ahead. I am always behind". By his own admission, 
Govind says that he is gradually improving. Yet when he 
evaluates himself, he is not impressed.

What students need to realise is that you can look to a 
classmate, a celebrity or a historical figure only for in-
spiration. Not for comparison. For example, if you play 
cricket, you look up to Sachin Tendulkar. You think, 
"That is the kind of dedication I want to put into my 
practice". Not, “Whatever I do, I will ever be like him. I 
am no good. There is no point in my playing cricket". At 
all levels, there are brilliant players, enjoying the game. 
They are aware of their strengths and weaknesses and 
are happy the way they are.

The theory of relativity says that every attribute of an 
object/person is described in relation to another. But, 
for adolescents, the practice of relativity, by self, parents 
or teachers, is an avoidable agony.

What is your memorable incident at Velam-
mal?
My class 6 students participated in a cooking with-

out fire competition. End of the competition, they 

realized the value and efforts taken by parents to 

cook a meal and also the joy of sharing and caring 

for others was quite visible in their eyes. 

Vijaya
English teacher
Velammal 
Vidhyashram, Padur

Insight
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Looking Through
What’s happening inside the classroom?

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM 
- PADUR

VELAMMAL VIDYALAYA
- SHOLINGANALLUR

VELAMMAL MATRICULATION SCHOOL 
- MARAIMALAI NAGAR

Class 6 students of Velammal Vidhyashram, 
Padur had a snake and ladder activity in Math 
to learn integers. This play way methodology 
helped students to get their foundation right 
and strong. It also taught them to accept win-
ning and losing and that’s the true sportsman-
ship.

Students did an experiment to understand the 
characteristics of a chemical reaction by adding 
vinegar and baking soda. Students  identified  
the gas evolved  is carbon dioxide by passing  
the  evolved gas into lime water  and  the  lime 
turns water  milky. They also learnt about the 
exothermic reactions and also the difference 
between physical and chemical changes. 

Class 5 students as part of their subject, under-
standing Latitudes and Longitudes created the 
Earth from ball and stuck a world map around 
it. They learned the difference between North-
ern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, latitudes 
and longitudes with a hands-on experience. Stu-
dents learnt about the rotation and revolution 
of the Earth and different time zones. 
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VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM
- NEDUNGUNDRAM

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM
- PADAPPAI

VELAMMAL VIDHYASHRAM
- SURAPET

VELAMMAL MATRICULATION SCHOOL 
- MAMBAKKAM

Students of class 4 of Velammal Vidhyashram, 
Nedungundram were given an activity to expe-
rience and understand the process of weaving. 
Student used color strips in place of fabric to 
weave.  

Class 6 students as part of their Tamil lesson 
had an experimental activity to learn about the 
tradition of Tamil culture. Students learnt about 
the various traditional folk dances and the 
trading process. 

Students of LC1 had an experimental learning 
to understand the difference between 2D and 
3D shapes as part of their Math lesson– Shapes 
& Pattern. Students with blindfold figured out 
the different shapes.  

Jr.KG students of the Velammal Matriculation 
School, Mambakkam had an activity based 
learning to understand how dress up by them-
selves
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Once upon a time…
Let’s Rewind.

Dear Readers,
Rewinding our good old days before 
the invasion of television and Goo-
gle, our grandparents and parents 
took us to the land of “Imagination”, 
“Curiosity” and “Wonder” with 
their enigmatic “Story Telling” 
skills. I am sure all of us have learnt 
about our past generations, the 
history of our society and nation 
through many stories.

Does a story offer more than 
a plot?
Even as adults, if we are interested, 
we make an effort and if the lan-
guage is simple and easy to under-
stand the information just sneaks 
into our consciousness effortlessly.  
This age old tradition of storytelling 
is the best methodology to teach 
during early-years foundation stage.
 
Stories have been recognized as a 
powerful tool in developing chil-
dren’s communicative and linguistic 
competence both in the mother 

tongue 
and in 
learning 
a foreign 
lan-
guage. 
The con-

tent of the stories made up by the 
children themselves can reveal a lot 
about their perception of the world, 
their preoccupations and attitudes 
towards the surroundings.

Stories with imaginary charac-
ters (eg. - fairies, pirates, heroes, 
animals) allow children to explore 
issues that are really popular. This is 
probably because using animals or 
imaginary characters displaces the 
issue to a space where it feels safe to 

explore it and its ramifications.

Story time @ Bloomingdale
Story is the key methodology we 
use in Bloomingdale. This keeps 
our learners engaged and curious 
in making each concept of learn-
ing alive with emotions and voice 
modulation. 

This summer, teachers of Blooming-
dale were trained by the famous 
storyteller – Ms. Vinita Krishnan. 

Over the years she has taught 
teachers the magic skill of story-

telling.  Also, they were trained in 
making different type of puppets by 
Ms. Maheshwari. These enrichment 
training programmes transform 
our classrooms into “Learning 
Wonderland” which children enjoy.  
Being the interest area, we are able 
to develop and imbibe the culture, 
moral values, emotions, creativi-
ty, imagination, decision making, 
problem-solving skills through lead-
ing questions, improves listening 
skills and much more.

Are you up for a bedtime story….
To quote “children are made readers 
in the laps of their parents”. We 
encourage you to end the day and 
compensate television time with a 
bedtime story. This builds a strong 
bond with your child as you both 
spend quality time with each other.  
And do enrich your house with the 
good old story books like Champak, 

Hitopadesha, Fables and Pan-
chatantra…. So wishing you all a 
happy family reading time!

Powered by
potpourri

Good hands - Ms.Sindu, 
Academic coordinator, Bloomingdale.
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AluVel

ALUMNI TALK
Long gone, but not forgotten is my 

carefree college days full of laughter, 

fun and learning. I had four fantastic 

years embracing my college life at 

Velammal Engineering College (VEC)

It was the most memorable time of my 

life. We were privileged to have had 

the most down to earth and knowl-

edgeable professors. They have always 

been supportive and inspiring in their 

lectures while maintaining a good 

decorum in the classroom. The peer 

group at VEC was intellectually stim-

ulating and with some, I have made 

friends for life. 

We were constantly encouraged to dream and were 

given the support and guidance to make it happen. We 

had state-of -the art lab facilities and our lab staffs were 

well trained and eager to help and assist us.

Being an NRI student, I was boarded at the VEC boys 

hostel and it is not far from the truth to say that the 

hostel was like a second home for many of us. Though 

we did our share of mischief, I must say that the wardens 

were quite capable and at times proved to be valuable 

advisors in the absence of our own parents. We had 

access to after hour IT labs and gym, and we were always 

encouraged to do active sports.

During my four years at VEC, there were many inter 

college events and sports in which we were encouraged 

to participate. These activities made me outspoken and 

confident which has helped me in 

my life and career. 

We had many industrial visits and 

internships, which gave an insight 

as to how, what we were learning 

and it is used in the real world. It 

made the picture complete and al-

lowed me to focus on what I would 

like to become in my career.

Being an Electrical and Electronics 

student, I developed a passion 

towards Avionics Engineering in 

Aviation. My course in Velammal 

helped me to secure training for Air-

craft Engineering with SriLankan Airlines for 2 years and 

eventually I migrated to Australia as a skilled migrant. I 

am now a qualified Aircraft Fleet Engineer – Avionics at 

Virgin Australia – One of the World’s leading airlines.

No doubt, VEC has certainly helped me to expand my 

knowledge horizon and I would always be grateful to 

the VEC for giving me a multi-dimensional learning by 

providing the apt mix of academics, industry exposure, 

attitude and leadership. It has nurtured me and made 

me what I am today. It made me more disciplined and 

helped me to grow not only professionally, but holistical-

ly as a good human being.

To conclude, I sincerely thank Velammal and its faculty 

team for providing me with this opportunity and I wish 

all the very best for its future. 

Harishanker Srikaanthan, 
B.E (EEE)  ( 2000 – 2004 batch)

 Velammal Engineering College
Aircraft Fleet Engineer – Avionics, 

Virgin Australia Airlines 
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O
A lifelike bronze statue paying 

tribute to the father of our 

nation, Mahatma Gandhi and 

freedom fighter Netaji Subash Chan-

dra Bose was unveiled on August 19 

at Velammal Vidhyashram Surapet. 

Ceremony attendees included 

Mr.Justice R. Chandru, Former Judge - 

High Court of Madras, Shri. V.Ponraj - 

Scientific Advisor to Former President 

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, 

Dr G. Gnanasambandan - Tamil 

Scholar & Orator, Mr.MVM Velmuru-

gan, CEO Velammal Educational Trust, 

students and faculty members. 

Statue unveiling was an “another 

milestone” by the school to inculcate 

the values and the life lessons of 

our nation’s heroes to the younger 

generation. 

ur heroes - a tributeO
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New Leaders - New India

Difference between the election process of the President & 
Vice-President of India

Issue President’s Election Vice-President’s Election

Who can vote All elected MPs & all elected MLAs 
from states. Number of voters for the 
2017 election in 4896

Only MPs from both Lok 
Sabha & Rajya Sabha can 
vote. Number of voters for 
the 2017 election is 790

Can nominated mem-
bers vote?

No Yes

Value of each vote The value of each vote is based on a cal-
culation that includes the population of 
the state as per the 1971 Census and the 
number of assembly seats in the state. 
The value of vote of a MLA of one state 
is different from the other. The value of 
vote of a MP is also different

The value of each voter is 
ONE

Eligibility Should be qualified for election as a 
member of Lok Sabha

Should be qualified for 
election as a member of the 
Rajya Sabha

Nomination Paper to 
be signed by

At least 50 voters as proposers and at 
least 50 voters as seconders

At least 20 voters as propos-
ers and at least 20 voters as 
seconders

The President of India is 

the head of the executive, 

legislature and judiciary of 

the country. 

Ram Nath Kovind is the 14th 

President of India. A lawyer 

by profession, Kovind prac-

ticed in the Delhi High Court 

and Supreme Court of India 

till 1993. In 1994 he became 

a Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha. He served as an MP 

from 1994 to 2006. From 2015 to 2017, Kovind was the 

Governor of Bihar. 

The President of India is vested with the Executive, Legisla-

tive, Emergency, Diplomatic, Judicial and Military powers. 

The office of the Vice President of India is the second 

highest constitutional office in India after the command-

er-in-chief of the Indian Armed Forces.

Muppavarapu Venkaiah 

Naidu becomes the 13th 

Vice President of India. A 

brilliant orator and with 

a keen interest in politics, 

Naidu joined ABVP as a 

student leader in 1973. 

It’s the second time that Venkaiah Naidu has served as the 

Cabinet Minister. He fought against the forces of oppres-

sion and corruption. He has contributed significantly to-

wards the cause of the farmers, rural people and towards 

the development of the backward areas.

Venkaiah Naidu also serves as a member of the Rajya 

Sabha and is the House’s Speaker. He has the power to de-

cide if an introduced bill can be considered a Financial Bill.

In terms of hierarchy, the Vice-President is higher than 

the Prime Minister and represents the country on foreign 

diplomatic visits.

The present Vice President of India, Venkaiah Naidu, has 

served as the Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty 

Alleviation, Urban Development and Information and 

Broadcasting in the Modi Cabinet.
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Japan
Diaries

There is a famous saying – Travel is 

a great teacher! Travel teaches lot of 

things – to be more patient, learn new 

things, meet more people from various 

parts of the world and more impor-

tantly help one become a better per-

son. This is exactly what four students 

from Velammal Vidhyashram, Surapet 

experienced during their six day visit to 

Okinawa Prefecture, the southernmost 

prefecture of Japan.

E. Roy Kelly, R. Kanish Kumar of class 

6 and S.Ibhanan of class 2 were in 

Okinawa to attend the 5th Okinawa 

Karate Worldwide Seminar 2017. The 

seminar was held in Naha, the capital 

city of Okinawa Prefecture. There were 

seventy-seven participants including 

students and masters from across the 

globe. There were teams from the Unit-

ed States, Canada, Europe and Austra-

lia. The Indian delegation comprised 

of teams from Chennai (Tamil Nadu), 

Kerala and Karnataka. The students from Velammal 

were the youngest in the whole delegation. The team at-

tended the seminar on behalf of Okinawa Shorinryu Mu 

Ken Kai Karate-Do and Ryu Kyu Kobudo Shimbukan 

Association of India.

The journey started from Chennai on July 30. Students and 
their master Dr. Kobudu Krisnamurthy flew to Shanghai, Chi-
na, the global financial center and the world’s busiest container 
port. They were greeted by Grandmaster Hiroshiakamine at the 
Okinawa airport.  It was a six day event where the students got 
to hear lectures delivered by grandmasters from various places.

On day one, students participated in Shorin-Ryu (one of the 
oldest styles of Karate) seminar where renowned masters 
Zenpo Shimabukuro, Tsuyoshi Uechi, Zenpo Shimabukuro and 
Tsuyoshi Uechi lectured about  basic training, how to control 
the body position, different movements and application of the 
art. 

The next seminar was Uechi-Ryu (traditional style of Okinawa 
Karate) where masters Tsutomu Nakahodo, Kiyohide Shinjo, 
Haruyoshi Shimabukuro and Kanji Uechi shared their expe-
rience and knowledge with the audience. The students also 
took part in two other seminars on Goju-Ryu (combination of 
hard and soft techniques) and Kobudo. All the sessions had an 
interpreter.

A cultural exchange program was organized where Kanish 
Kumar delivered a beautiful and detailed speech in Japanese on 

Big step - Dr.Kobudo 
A.S.Krishnamurthy about the 
5th Okinawa Karate World-
wide Seminar 2017
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martial arts, Indian culture, his master and his school. 
The same evening, there was a dragon dance where 
our boys danced along with the Japanese team.

Towards the end of the event all the participants 
received the certificates that were signed by Takeshi 
Onaga, the Governor of Okinawa.

What is your best classroom experience?
When the school started in the month of June, 

Students of class 2 were very slow in completing 

their class work and lunch. So I implemented the 

Quality Circle Time by placing a jar in the classroom 

and told the students the first three student’s name 

who finish on time will be dropped inside the jar. 

End of the week the student with highest count of 

paper will win a small prize. This became a good 

motivation and all the children inculcated the habit 

of finishing their work on time. 

B. Nazeera 
Banu
Math Teacher
Velammal 
Vidhyashram,
Nedungundram

Insight
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For the young boys this seminar was an opportunity 
to learn the art from the place it was born. Karate 
originated in Okinawa and over time it developed 
into several styles and sub-styles. During the seminar 
the grandmasters also taught the students how to 
implement various Kata’s (pattern of movements) 
during tournaments.

“The students from Velammal are quite young and 
have the potential to aim for the forthcoming Olym-
pics”. The International Olympic Committee has 
announced that Karate will be added to the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2020. “These students, with guidance 
and continuous practice can definitely be a part of 
the Indian Olympic team when the sport is being 
introduced” says Master Dr. Kobudu Krishnamurthy 
and also adds, “Not just them, students who have 
a passion for this art can also start practicing now 
which will help them ten years down the lane”. 
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School bus is undoubtedly 
the most convenient means 
of student transportation. 

But unfortunately, there are a number of school bus 
safety issues faced by students travelling by school 
vehicles. Hence, there are a number of laws in place 
for ensuring safety.
The Road and Transport Authority (RTA) summa-
rized the benefits of these laws as providing comfort, 
security and safety for students and parents alike. 
They should also tell the students how to react in 
case they are faced with an emergency situation. This 
is similar to the procedure played out in airplanes by 
the cabin crew prior to take-off.
RTo officials shared the guidelines of Tamil Nadu 
Motor Vehicles Special Rules 2012 (for the regulation 
and control of school buses)
The students need to know about the safety features. 
They need to know about the emergency gates and 
how to open or dismantle them in the case of an 
emergency. They should know about the right way to 
get out of the bus as panicking can further aggravate 
the situation. Furthermore, the school transport 
committees will have to perform the drill from time 

to time so that children do not forget," 
officials point- ed out.
"Students can be given three situations — a fire on 
the bus, a major accident or an accident that has 
caused the bus to overturn and the bus stranded in 
an awkward angle. Children will be taught how to 
deal with each of the situations. Buses ferrying girl 
students must have female attendants. People who 
come across buses without female attendants should 
report it to the RTO immediately," the senior official 
added.
Officials at RTO added that for proper upkeep of 
buses, the department has directed bus operators 
to install a fire extinguisher and a first aid box with 
necessary medicines in the bus. It is mandatory for 
all school buses ferrying students to affix a board 
displaying “school bus” or “on school duty” in block 
letters, both in the front and on the rear of the 
vehicle. The driver should carry the driving license, 
fitness certificate and other important papers of the 
vehicle. Random inspections should be conducted 
by school authorities to check that school buses are 
properly maintained, said the officials.

Rules around school bus
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SCHOOL TRANSPORT RULES Direction of the Supreme Court of India 
for School Bus

• "School Bus" must be written on the back and 
the front of the bus.

• If it is a hired bus, "On School Duty" should be 
clearly indicated

• Bus must have a First-Aid-Box.
• The windows of the bus must be fitted with 

horizontal grills.
• There must be a fire extinguisher in the bus.
• School name and contact number must be 

written on the bus.
• The doors of the bus should be fitted with reli-

able locks.
• To keep school bags safely, there should be a 

space-fitted under the seats.
• There must be an attendant from the school on 

the bus. School cabs should be fitted with speed 
governors with a maximum speed limit of 40 
kph.

• The body of school cab shall be highway yellow 
color with a horizontal strip in the  green color 
of 150mm width in the middle all around the 
vehicle and the words ‘SCHOOL CAB’ must be 
prominently displayed on all four sides of the 
vehicle.

• If age of school children is below 12 years, the 
number of children carried shall not exceed 1½ 
times the permitted seating capacity. Children 
above 12 years shall be treated as one person.

• The driver of a school cab must have valid 
license to drive LMV-Transport Vehicles for a 
period of at least four years and compulsorily 
wear a light blue shirt, light blue trousers and 
black shoes. His name ID should be displayed on 
the shirt.

• There must be enough space provided to keep 
school bags in the vehicle and the bags should 
not be hung outside the vehicle or placed on 
roof carriers.

• The bus driver must carry a complete list of the 
children being ferried in the school cab, indicat-
ing the name, class, residential address, blood 
group and the points of stoppage, route plan.

• In case of kindergarten, if an authorized person 
recognized mutually by the school and parents, 
does not come to pick the child from the halting 
points and such, the child shall be taken back to 
the school and their parents should be called.

License
• It is mandatory to have trained 

attendants to take care of the school 
children

• The attendant should possess a valid 
conductor’s license

• If there are only girls on the bus, 
there should be a woman attendant

• The driver of the school bus should 
have experience of at least five years 
in a vehicle belonging to a similar 
category

• The driver should undergo a skill test 
in the presence of the school-level 
transport committee once a year

• The driver should not have been chal-
lenged for speeding, drunken driving 
or a fatal accident

• The driver must maintain a log book 
and point out any detect noticed on a 
day-to-day basis

• The inscription “School Bus” should 
be painted on the front and rear top 
of the vehicle

• The bus should be of a semi-saloon 
type with steel body

• The name of the school should be 
written at the top of the front and 
rear ends, and on both sides of the 
body of the vehicle

• It should be painted completely in 
yellow

• A first-aid box should be provided 
and replaced periodically

• The footboard should be at a height 
not exceeding 250mm from the 
ground and fitted with non-slip 
treads

• The entrance should be well main-
tained to ensure safe locking and 
easy unlocking

The Attendant

The Driver

The Bus
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