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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Beginning Again

Two short weeks ago, Ash Wednesday signaled the beginning of Lent … that season of The Church’s Year of
Grace that is associated with the traditional acts of piety: almsgiving … fasting … and prayer. But if that’s what
Lent is all about, the season, if not almost useless, is at least somewhat trivial. It makes spiritual life some kind
of score-keeping act. Lent is a much bigger moment in life than that.
The opening lesson of Ash Wednesday (Joel 2:1-2, 12-17) takes us back to a
time when the prophet Joel called for the temple community to repent,
to turn to God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love. “Rend your hearts,” he says, “and not your
garments.”
Lent is a call to weep for what we could have been and are not. Lent is
the grace to grieve for what we should have done and didn’t. Lent is a
time to change what we ought to change and haven’t. Lent is not about
deep acts of piety.
Lent is about becoming, doing, and changing whatever is blocking the fullness of life in us right now.
Lent is a time of dying and rising, reflecting, and beginning again. Lent is a call to live life anew in God’s mercy
and grace. Lent challenges us to open ourselves up to life. When we “rend our hearts” we break them open
to things we refuse to consider for one reason or another. Perhaps, we’ve refused for years to even think
about renewing old commitments that we’ve allowed to let lie and gather dust (especially during these COVID
days). Maybe, we’ve closed our minds to forgiving those we’ve hurt, or refused to put the effort into reviving
old spiritual practices like quiet times for prayer and meditation.
Lent reminds us that everything in life can begin again … at any time … in every way. Lent is the time to let life
in again … to rebuild the worlds we’ve allowed to gather dust.
If Lent is to be meaningful for us, we need to recognize that we are on a journey that twists and turns between
what we were and what we are becoming in Christ. There is no settling in. There is only the call to new
beginnings where God dwells in our hearts … calling us daily to repentance … to the remembrance of our
Baptism and the newness of life in Christ (Romans 6:3-4).
Define Lent differently for yourself this year by beginning again. Believe me, it will make your Easter that
more meaningful and that more joyful!
A blessed Lent,

+ Pastor Jim

Grace Lutheran Ministry
Financial Status
January 2021

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
FINANCIAL PLAN STATUS
Gen. Fund Plan vs Contributions

Jan-21
YTD THRU
JAN 2021

2021 PLAN
% of PLAN TOTAL
General Fund Contributions
$6,075.00
$6,075.00
3.77%
Plan Offering Goal
$13,441.27
$13,441.27
8.33%
$161,295.27
________________________________________________________________________
Over (-under) Plan goal
-$7,366.27
-$7,366.27
Contributions vs Expenditures
General Fund Contributions
$6,075.00
$6,075.00
3.77%
$161,295.27
General Fund expenditures
$11,336.06
$11,336.06
7.03%
________________________________________________________________________
Net
-$5,261.06
-$5,261.06

Dear Grace Family,
Thank you so much for the "shower" of birthday cards, birthday wishes and prayers for my 101st birthday. I
miss you all and pray that God will bless each of you with good health, peace and joy.
With gratitude and love,
Vernia
Directory Updates:
David Daulton – 503-806-4884 (David has been attending live service at Grace since 10/2020.) When normal
returns, introduce yourselves to David.
MESSAGE FROM NAN GUNDERSON:

This week Peggy Peplinski called to say that her grandson, Joey Peplinski, will be confirmed this Palm Sunday,
March 28th. The whole Peplinski Family hopes to visit Grace on Sunday, July Fourth. They will be in town from
the first of July to the 7th. It will be a blessing for all of them and ALL of us!

What is your experience like when you watch Grace’s worship services on Zoom? Does it feel ‘worshipful’ or
does it seem like something is missing? Probably the latter. How else can you feel after ‘watching’ the Grace
worship services on a computer screen. Especially, after doing so for the past 11 months. By now you’re
probably a little ‘Zoom weary’. Maybe there’s a way you can enhance your experience even if it’s just a little
bit. Have you considered perhaps creating a ‘sacred space’ for your Sunday morning Zoom worship? Think
about how that might happen. Perhaps a candle or two on either side of your computer screen. Or lay a
special cloth or small mat in front of it. Place your Bible nearby. Because many of your computers are in a
home office or a study, this may be a little more cumbersome, but think about it anyway. Going to church on
Sunday has always required a little more effort on each of our parts. So, why not take just a few moments to
make your space a little more ‘church like’ while worshipping God on Sunday mornings….a ‘sacred space’ in
which to worship our Lord.
Finances…always a touchy subject isn’t it? While we ended the year 2020 by matching our General Fund
revenue goal, we have begun 2021 going in the opposite direction. You will notice this when looking at the
Financial page of this newsletter. Yes, it’s still early in the year, but we mention it now so each of us can
consider our stewardship commitment to the Lord’s work here at Grace for the coming year. If we think about
all that Jesus has given and done for us, and about how we can show our love for Him by helping others, we
may soon find that ‘giving’ is fun and exciting and a habit we enjoy doing.
As announced previously, Margaret Bohn has accepted the part-time position of Administrative Assistant here
at Grace. She begins March 2. As some of you may remember, she held the same position for two years while
Pastor Tony Schulz was here. Most recently she was the Office Administrator for 18 years at one of Ashland’s
other churches. We’d like to offer a very warm welcome to Margaret as she steps back into this role.
Technology has been on my mind a lot lately, from wondering about backup personnel for the sound system
as well as for Zoom during worship services, to how Grace can better make known its presence in the
community. Questions about more effective use of social media, tech hardware, internet and media
platforms swirl as we consider the new forms of technology that are out there. What is the most effective
way for Grace to help spread the Gospel as well as nurture our own members at the same time? A Technology
Committee is being formed to take a look at these kinds of questions. If you have any suggestions or thoughts
on this topic please contact myself, John Gisclon, Pat Meierhoff or Pastor Jim.
Thank you to those of you who continue to bring canned and dried foods to the church for delivery to the
Ashland Emergency Food Bank. Our support for this critical community service continues. If you didn’t
already know this, Judy Rupp helps coordinate the ‘Home Delivery Service’ arm of the Food Bank. They are
currently in need of volunteers so anyone who would like to be a part of that effort please contact Judy, either
by phone or email (see church directory).
Bob Janssen
Council President

Call Committee Update- March 2021
Interviews were conducted with two pastors in January. Both pastors were considered good fits for Grace based
on the information supplied by our district (Self Evaluation Forms and Personal Information Forms) on each
pastor and their responses to our interview questions. We invited both pastors to visit Grace when pandemic
travel restrictions and circumstances at their present congregations allowed them to travel to Ashland.
After prayerful thought, one of the two pastors has decided to remain as senior pastor at his present
congregation. He decided that he will not make visits or consider a call during this time of healing and
reconciliation at his church.
Our other pastoral candidate is working through issues at his current church. He expects to have clarity by early
to mid- March. Our hope is that we can set a date for him to visit Grace at that point. I believe he sincerely wants
to visit and be considered for our call.
Our only option will be to request another candidate list from the Northwest District if our active pastoral
candidate is unable to visit us within a reasonable time frame. We remain hopeful that God will lead the Call
Committee to a successful conclusion in our search.
Mike Bahr- For the Call Committee

Your "Field" is “HUGE"

Who can you invite to your church? Who can you
share your faith with? Your field is huge … if you
stop and think about it.
•
•
•
•
•

•

Think of family members, parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins.
Think of neighbors - next door
neighbors, elderly persons, and new families in the neighborhood.
Think of persons you know through sports or hobbies - people with
whom you bowl, golf, or play tennis with.
Think of friends, church friends, single friends, parents of your
child's friends, old friends from school.
Think of casual associates - your dentist, your doctor, your child's
teacher, persons who belong to clubs and professional groups you
attend, sales representatives who call on you frequently, and persons
who graduated from the same school as you.
Think especially of persons who are undergoing personal life
stresses of some kind.

Women of Grace LWML
March 2021
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study will begin studying 2 Corinthians, which illustrates the power of God’s grace in
approaching the serious problems at Corinth, which is also effective in the face of similar situations in churches
today. As we study any of the books of the Bible, we look at the ways that the Scripture can help and guide us
today as well as looking at the culture in which the book was written. We look at commentaries from Luther as
well as other early reformers in the universal church.
Luther says of this book: “In the first epistle, St, Paul rebuked the Corinthians severely for many things, pouring
sharp wine into their wounds (Luke 10:34). But an apostle should be a preacher of comfort to raise up terrified
and fearful consciences, rather than to frighten them. Therefore, in this epistle he praises them once more and
pours oil on their wounds (Luke 10:34). He shows himself wonderfully kind to them and bids them to receive
the sinner back with love...He shows how the Gospel is nobler than the office of the law, also how it is
persecuted, and yet increases among believers and produces through the cross a hope of eternal glory. “(LW
35:383)
Please join us each Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. We’d love to have you.
Your MITES at Work!!
Thank you to all who have been placing a donation in the MITE Box on the 3rd Sunday of each month. We
were able to send in $270.57 to help with Oregon and national LWML grants. If you would like to donate to
these very worthy mission grants, but are unable to attend service in person, you can mail a check made out to
LWML. It would be most appreciated.
Expanding the Dominican Republic Ministry as
God’s Word and Jesus’ Love Is Shared
Grant monies from this project continue to support the group home of six teenagers with intellectual and
development disabilities (IDD). In addition, it will make possible expanding the outreach of the newly formed
Dominican Lutheran Church into government institutions housing children and adults with IDD, where
training is given to staff and visits from church members share the love of Jesus through Bible stories, songs,
visiting and personal interactions with the people and employees. The government is asking for help in this
area. This grant of $6,500.00 will help to change the way the Dominican Republic society and government
view and care for people with IDD.
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves have received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting
a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will
make you become fishers of men." And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. And
going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in
their boat mending the nets. And immediately He called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed Him. (Mark 1:16 -20)
Jesus is no fool. He has maybe three years to get the word to as many people as possible
about the forgiveness and life God is offering to anybody who will take it. Jesus knows the
cross is coming, and He wants to use His time wisely. So, He looks for help—people who can
help Him get the word out.
And look who He finds! Four fishermen, hard at work. They're doing an important job, but
Jesus has an even more urgent one. "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men!" And they
leave it all behind—jobs, nets, family—and go after Him.
I doubt any of them had a clue what the next few years would look like. What would they do,
where would they live, how would their lives end up? They didn't know. But they would have
Jesus—and Jesus would have them. That was enough to get started with.
It's enough for us, too, isn't it? We have no guarantee what's coming to us in our lives —next
year, next month, or even tomorrow. But we have Jesus—and Jesus has us. That is all the
safety we need—that we are in the hands of the One who died and rose again for our sakes.
THE PRAYER: Lord, keep me with You, and show me the way You have for me to walk.
Amen.
Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as you do the same
for others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast the audio devotional, access
them on your mobile device through the FREE app, or listen with Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa,
or Google Home. www.lhm.org/lent

Eureka! Dinner will be served.
The Winter Shelter people at OHRA asked if Grace people could provide two evening meals in March.
They requested that volunteers prepare meals on two Mondays: March 8th and 15th.
Thankfully we have the volunteers to do just that. Grace said YES.
It is still a work in progress, so it is not too late to participate. So far, Ileana Hepford, Nan Gunderson and
Krista Hepford are planning to cook.
We will bring all the ingredients to the approved kitchen at the shelter at 2 pm Monday the 8th. Ileana will
choose the menu based on her culinary class ideas. We shall see!
The meals will be cooked and packaged in 40 reusable containers. The cooks leave at 4:30 and the guests
arrive at 6 pm. Masks, social distancing and sanitary rules apply.
Again, Eureka!
By Nan Gunderson

March Birthdays

1

Jim Olsen Jr.

3

Mike Knox

4

Joe Borecki

5

Lois Banke

10

Tatsiana Asheichyk

19

Elizabeth Westerberg

20

Pr. Jim Kabel

22

Cindy Fuglsby

22

Reuben Hertel

24

Sharon Dahl

26

Paul Kitzman

29

Krista Hepford

Lay Ministers
March 7

Shirley Westerberg

Lay Readers
March 7

Mike Bahr

March 14 Pat Meierhoff
March 21 Ray Kistler

Judy Rupp

March 14

Nan Gunderson
Mike Neely

March 28 Shirley Westerberg
March 21

Ruth Luce
Kristel Olsen

March 28

Sandra Hinrichs
Nancy Casazza

Sound System
John Gisclon
Zoom Host
Bob Janssen

“Looking to the Future with Hope”
Grace Lutheran Church
660 Frances Lane
Ashland, OR. 97520
1-541-482-1661
gracelutheranashland@gmail.com
gracelutheranashland.org
LIKE us on Facebook – Grace Lutheran Ashland -LCMS

2021 ….. Peace, Love, Joy and Hope
“Grace Guides and Sustains”

