
CETENMA leads a new European initiative to valorise the organic fraction of 
urban waste 

The Technological Center for Energy and Environment (CETENMA), headquartered in 
Cartagena, leads an unprecedented European initiative that will make it possible to 
obtain high added value products from the organic fraction of urban solid waste: the 
VALUEWASTE project (Unlocking new VALUE from urban bioWASTE). This project has 
turned out to be one of only two funded by the European Commission within its theme 
in the Horizon 2020 program. The project will be developed in 4 years with the 
participation of 17 partners from 6 European countries and will have a total budget of 
10 million €. 

VALUEWASTE will be developed in two different European locations, Murcia (Spain) 
and Kalundborg (Denmark), with the aim of finding a solution both technically and 
socially adapted to the different socio-economic contexts that exist in Europe in the 
field of management and valuation of the organic fraction of urban solid waste (bio-
waste). 

The project will implement the selective collection of bio-waste in Murcia, making it 
one of the few Spanish cities where this selective collection is carried out. In addition, 
the project proposes the development of three innovative value chains that will 
transform these residues into proteins (for animal and human food) and biofertilizers. 
In this way, the development of the project will reduce the volume of waste that ends 
up in landfill, which will serve as raw material for new products, thus contributing to a 
circular economy with the economic, social and environmental benefits derived from 
it. 

The pilot experience of selective collection of bio-waste will be developed in the 
Barrio de la Flota. The waste will then be treated at the Cañada Hermosa urban solid 
waste management center. For the development of this pilot experience, CETENMA 
will have the collaboration of CESPA, a large company in the waste sector, the City of 
Murcia and Entomo AgroIndustrial, an innovative regional SME specializing in waste 
processing using insects. 

The project also proposes social initiatives to make the consumer aware of the 
acceptance of the final products that will be generated. Likewise, the results obtained 
will mean new market opportunities related to the products generated, contribute to 
the development of new regulations on their use and will constitute useful information 
for policy makers in terms of waste management and development of new policies. 

 
§ Acronym: VALUEWASTE 
§ Project title: Unlocking new VALUE from urban bioWASTE 
§ Call: H2020-SFS-2018-1 - Innovation action 
§ Project coordinator: CETENMA - Technological Center for Energy and the 

Environment (ES). 
§ 17 partners 
§ Duration: 4 years. 
§ Budget: 10 Million €  

 


