
Controlled Methods Test (CMT) – Weekly Update: September 9th, 2022

This is your weekly update regarding the Controlled Methods Test (CMT) sent to you from the TKPOA
Owner Communication Working Group (comprised of volunteer Homeowners). We are committed to
providing our fellow TKPOA Homeowners with these weekly updates, until the time that the turbidity
curtains are removed.

KEY POINTS:

● Curtains in Area B were opened last week!
● Area A degradation slowed, 4 th week of September opening still possible
● Clarification:  Triclopyr treatment specific to milfoil, but still important

Area B Curtains: Curtains opened last Friday, September 2nd.

Area A Curtains: Close, but not there yet. Week on week herbicide degradation dropped significantly
with the 9/2, 9/4, and 9/6 samples. To refresh, we need to achieve two consecutive “non detects” taken >
48 hours apart in all 15 sampling locations – 9 herbicide test sites plus 6 “in between” locations (the
IRW’s).  The latest data reflects a range from .9ppb in TA13 to 1.5ppb in TA1.  We had hoped to achieve
our first “non-detect” across sites 12-13-14, but the 9/6 sample reflected an increase in herbicide levels of
34%.  This reinforces our concern that getting consistently accurate readings at these levels is a
challenge. The implication of the most recent readings is that curtain removal by 9/30 is still possible, but
might require some parallel sampling after the 1st “non-detect”. The TA-IRW tracking sheet is attached.

CMT Efficacy: Last week we shared our recent scan of the lagoons, and explained how preliminary data
suggests that all treatment methods are working as planned.  We’ve since received questions from
members about why there are abundant weeds in their neighborhoods. We must stress that the treatment
in some areas was not expected to knock back all the weeds. In particular, triclopyr is specific to Eurasian
water milfoil, and in the areas treated with triclopyr (e.g. sites 8, 9, 5, 12-14) the other weed species have
replaced the milfoil (as expected).  The reason the triclopyr testing is important is that it is “systemic” and
is expected to have a longer lasting impact on milfoil.  It has significant potential as a “spot treatment” for
milfoil, which is especially abundant along shorelines in shallower water. These spot treatments would be
in conjunction with other methods such as UV-C or possible endothall.

For additional information and updates, please refer to the TKPOA Water Quality website at
www.keysweedsmanagement.org or follow us on Instagram at @tahoekeyspoa_wq. You can also contact
the TKPOA Association Office, at 530-542-6444, Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM, Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00AM – 2:00PM.

If you have questions, contact the TKPOA Water Quality Department directly by calling 530-542-6444,
ext. 275 Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM or by email at waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org
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