
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Laura Dawson Takes the Helm of  

U.S.-Canada Industry Group Future Borders Coalition 
 

 

May 3, 2022 – The Future Borders Coalition (FBC) – a bi-national industry group 

representing the transportation, trade, and tourism sectors – is pleased to announce 

that Canada-U.S. relations leader Dr. Laura Dawson is its new Executive Director.       

Dr. Dawson brings more than 20 years’ experience launching and leading initiatives in 

North American trade, borders, and technology. 

 

Dr. Dawson welcomes this head and heart opportunity: “I have focused my career on 

the U.S.-Canada relationship and am delighted to be able to apply my skills and energy 

to making the border better for trade and travel. I am excited about the prospect to 

bring together governments, the private sector, not-for-profit organizations, as well as 

community stakeholders and subject-matter experts from both sides of the border to 

develop innovative solutions to our shared border challenges.” 

 

Matt Morrison, Co-Chair of the Future Border Coalition, said: “We are delighted to 

welcome Laura as our Executive Director. Her experience working with government 

decision-makers and industry on both sides of the border, including her grasp of the 

key policy and technological challenges that affect the U.S.-Canada border, will bring 

enormous value to FBC’s future strategy and market positioning.”  

 

One of the top priorities facing FBC this year is managing the challenges of the post-

pandemic transition for air, land, sea, and rail service providers. Dr. Dawson is enthusiastic 

about the opportunity to develop pilot programs that will apply new technologies and 

cooperative mechanisms for safe and efficient border crossings: “We are never going to 

return to the pre-2020 border, but there is no reason that border crossings have to be 

slower and more difficult. The pandemic taught us that Canada and the U.S. can innovate 

quickly and effectively when they work together to solve shared challenges.” 

 

For further information and media inquiries, please contact: 

 

FBC Communications 

info@futureborderscoalition.org  



 

About Laura Dawson 

 

Prior to her appointment to the Future Borders Coalition, Dr. 

Dawson was the North America Lead at the Amazon Web 

Services (AWS) Institute. Other major posts include Director of 

the Canada Institute at the Wilson Center in Washington, D.C., 

Founder of Dawson Strategic, and Senior Economic Advisor at 

the U.S. Embassy in Canada. She is also on the teaching faculty 

at the Master of Public Policy program at McGill University in 

Montreal and serves on the Board of the Canadian Global Affairs 

Institute. In addition, Dawson co-chaired the selection committee for the Government 

of Canada’s 2021 New Frontiers in Research Fund and was named 2020 Person of 

Distinction by the Public Affairs Association of Canada. Dr. Dawson holds a PhD in 

Political Science from Carleton University. 

 
 
About FBC 

 

The Beyond Preclearance Coalition was formed in 2018 as a group of bi-national 

organizations with a vested interest in advancing the efficiency and security of the 

Canada–U.S. border. In 2020, the coalition was renamed “Future Borders Coalition” 

with a multi-year mandate to continue the work of accelerating a cohesive border 

vision based on improvements in technology, processes, facilities, and innovation to 

drive ahead economic recovery, prosperity, safety, and security. Members include 

travel and trade industry leaders from across all modes of transportation, as well as 

researchers, non-profits, and public and private sector border experts. 

 

 

 


