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27 days until the race

Our Build Completion Event last Thursday was a huge success! Well done 
to our Technical Team for putting together such an amazing car and 
congratulations to Hannah from Maribyrnong Primary School on your 
incredible design. Thank you to our Events Team for organising this great 
night and to everyone who attended.

With less than 30 days left until the race begins, team members will be 
soon be heading to Darwin. Our upcoming Send-O� Event is in just over a 
week, so come along on the 24th of September to celebrate the entire 
team’s hard work to date and farewell members who will be competing in 
the ultimate race.

Meet our braking system! Working to tolerances of just a couple of 
microns, the brakes are the last step before the electronics can perma-
nently be �tted. The �t needs to be perfect to avoid the brakes scrubbing 
on the brake rotors which could consume up to 15W of power per wheel.

With the o�cial Build Completion Event to launch the MTAA Super Charge 
2 last week out of the way, we can now start to release all the media we’ve 
been saving up of the team putting together the car over the last few 
months. Stay tuned on our social media for some great content!
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On Sunday September 8th the MTAA Super Sol Invictus 
team ran a stall for SciScouts ACT: Health & Fitness at 
Melrose High School. SciScouts is a specialised program 
within Scouts ACT created to deepen STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathematics) engagement for 
the community’s youth members. Throughout the day 
various workshops and shows are run, along with related 
stalls.

SciScouts has been running since 2015 with a di�erent 
theme each year. This time their expo was centred around 
health, so we chose to focus on the health and preparation 
of drivers going into the race. Our stall featured a big Velcro 
poster of a driver where children could put the correspond-
ing health aspect to the driver.

Our stall and this game was designed to encourage kids to read about all the 
ways our drivers have been preparing themselves for the race. Our drivers go 
through a strenuous program of up to 5 training sessions per week, including 
2 through personal training provided by MTAA Super Sol Invictus sponsor 
ANU Sport. 

With drivers facing temperatures of up to 50 degrees in the car and a suspen-
sion designed for performance rather than comfort, the drivers need to be at 
peak physical �tness. They can expect to lose up to 4kg in water weight in a 
three-hour stint of driving, despite a mandated water intake of at least 2 
litres. They will also experience up to 3G vibrations in the car – this means 
that for split seconds, the drivers body will weigh three times as much as it 
normally does, placing incredible strain on the drivers body. Mental strength 
and fortitude along with nutrition is another key focus of the preparation 
regime, which sees drivers undergo constant monitoring through activities 
such as the Stroop test, and eat like marathon runners.

Promoting science, technology, and sustainable engineering is something 
that Sol Invictus and MTAA Super take very seriously, and being able to 
contribute to an event as big as SciScouts’ is a fantastic privilege. We look 
forward to seeing everyone there again next year!

This past fortnight has been 
perhaps the busiest of the proj-
ect so far. By the time next 
fortnight rolls around, 13 of our 
team members will have 
already begun the trek up to 
Darwin which means that fran-
tic amounts of testing are being 
packed in to a very tight sched-
ule. A huge shout out to our 
technical team who have prac-
tically moved into the MTAA 
Super Sol Invictus workshop 
over the past fortnight working 
on the car. Meanwhile our busi-
ness team have been �at out 
planning our �nal two major 
events before the race.
~ Avik Mason, Project Lead ~
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