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Basc 3 score report

How do you get your PSAT score report? Can you view it online? The PSAT score report works a bit differently than your typical SAT or ACT report. We will walk through how to get your report and what to do once you have it. When Do PSAT Scores Come Out? How Will | Get My Report? PSAT results from October 2020 were available online by December
8th, 2020. If you took the January 26, 2021 PSAT (a new date added due to the coronavirus pandemic), your scores will be available in March 8, 2021 (although your school may be able to see your scores up to a week earlier). You'll be able to see your scores online through your College Board account. (If you haven't made one already, you can register for
a College Board account here. You'll use this account to sign up for the SAT and SAT Subject Tests, and you'll receive your AP Scores here t00.) If you don't have a College Board account or have trouble accessing your scores, your guidance counselor can give you an access code for your online PSAT score report. Also, you should receive an old-
fashioned paper score report at school by the end of January. What's on the PSAT Score Report? Your score report includes your overall composite score, as well as your score on each section (Reading, Writing and Language, and Math). The score reports have an extremely detailed breakdown of your strengths and weaknesses. There are also percentile
rankings to see where you stand compared to students nationwide, both overall and for specific skills. You're also provided with a personalized SAT Study Plan based on questions you answered incorrectly or omitted on the PSAT. You can review those questions and then access other SAT practice questions to help you prepare for the SAT. There is also a
personality profiler to help match you up with college majors and careers, and a feature that matches you with colleges you may be interested in, based on your potential SAT scores and your desired college location and size. The main benefit of the more detailed analysis of your results is access to personalized SAT study on the Khan Academy website.
This includes targeted practice based on your weaker areas. Finally, there's a feature that predicts AP courses you may do well in based on your results. This might be handy, but we recommend mainly using the PSAT report to get ready for the SAT. If your report encourages you to sign up for an AP class you were already considering, go for it! But you
should base your AP course load on other factors, including colleges you want to get into and your own personal interests and strengths. What's the Best Way to Use the Report? We have a more detailed post on how to interpret and use your PSAT scores, but these are the basic principles of getting the most out of your PSAT score report. P is for Practice
PSAT stands for Practice SAT, and that's really how you should consider your scores. The PSAT was just your first attempt at the SAT. Don't assume your scores are a perfect prediction of your future SAT scores. They're not. However, they can give you insight into your strengths and weaknesses, which is very helpful as you begin to study for the real SAT.
Also, you should mainly use your PSAT results to help you study for the SAT. The AP prediction feature College Board is adding is cool, but don't let that rule how you create your schedule. AP tests are very different than general achievement tests like the SAT, so you should think about them separately. Bottom line? Use your PSAT results to help you
prepare for the SAT (or your junior year PSAT, if you're going for National Merit). Don't Stress Over a Low Score Don't be stressed if you think your score is low—colleges will not see your PSAT scores. They will see your SAT score (if you take it instead of the ACT, that is), so focus on using the PSAT score report as a study guide for the SAT. Don't waste
time moping over a low score. Since taking the PSAT already gives you lots of data on your strengths and weaknesses when it comes to the test, it will be easier to jump into SAT studying. If you have work to do in all areas, you could start by getting a quality, all-around prep book or checking out SAT study websites. If you really struggled in one subject, for
example math, it's not too early to seek out specific resources like prep books for math. Also, if you took the PSAT as a sophomore and you're hoping to qualify for National Merit junior year, you can use SAT study materials to prepare for the PSAT. The stress will fade eventually. Don't Let a Great Score Go To Your Head If you happened to get an excellent
score on the PSAT, don't assume you don't have to study for the SAT — the SAT is more difficult than the PSAT. It's longer, contains harder questions, and, if you choose to take the SAT with Essay, contains an additional essay. A high PSAT score is encouraging, but a high score on a real SAT practice test would be even better. Be prepared to put in some
time studying for the SAT to get a score as high as your predicted PSAT score. What's Next? Read more about the PSAT scores you need to qualify for National Merit, and how to get the scholarship. Wondering what content differences there are between the PSAT and SAT? Learn more about how the two tests compare to one another here. What would it
take to get a perfect SAT score? Read a guide by our resident perfect scorer to find out. Disappointed with your scores? Want to improve your SAT score by 160 points? We've written a guide about the top 5 strategies you must be using to have a shot at improving your score. Download it for free now: lllustration by Sam WoolleyYour credit can impact
everything from your bills to your car loan to your ability to land the apartment of your dreams, so you should probably know what your credit looks like. If you're not sure how to go about getting a copy of your score or report, we've got you covered.Like it or not, credit matters. It's also complicated. In our “Everything You Need to Know About Credit” series,
we're breaking down the basics.Your Report Is More Important Than Your ScorelLet’s get one thing out of the way: your credit report and credit score are not the same thing.Your report is a history of all of your credit accounts, from bank credit cards to student loans to that NY & Co. card you opened when you got your first “real” job out of college and wanted
some cute basics.When a lender, landlord, or mortgage company pulls a copy of your report, they see this history, which also tells them if you defaulted on a loan, paid a card late, or paid everything on time every month.Your score, on the other hand, is just a snapshot of that report. It's like a grade. If your report looks good, you'll have a good “grade”—
maybe 740 or higher. If your report is bad, you'll have a poor “grade”—probably something like 550. Your score is an indicator of what really matters: your past and present relationship with credit. When a scoring company, like FICO, calculates your score, they look at different parts of your report to come up with this number. We tend to obsess over credit
scores because they're so easy to understand: 800 good. 500 bad. But as Investopedia explains, it's your report that really matters.“Even though you may hear more about your FICO credit score, your consumer credit report is a more nuanced, complete and significant part of your financial identity. Your credit report matters more to most lenders, and it
should probably matter more to you...The information that is submitted to the credit bureau and appears on your credit report is the basis for determining your credit score.”Yes, companies can use your score to gauge your creditworthiness or decide to lease you an apartment. And yes, they might make overall decisions based on that number. But here’s the
thing: if your report is good, your score should be good. (Also, when a credit card company or landlord pulls your credit report, it does not automatically come with a score. They have to request that separately.)There is a huge amount of attention on credit scores lately and how to hack them, and while it is possible to “hack” your score and make it go up, it's
sort of like addressing the symptoms of a problem rather than the problem itself. Many companies will have you open a slew of credit cards to “boost” your score without considering the impact that might have on your spending habits.Don’t get me wrong, your credit score matters, but it's more important to get a clear idea of what your credit actually looks like,
and that’s what your report is for. Thankfully, it's easy and free to do this! Sure, your credit score is important, mostly because bad credit can make your life difficult....Read moreHow to Get a (Free) Copy of Your ReportYou are entitled to a free copy of your credit report from each of the three major bureaus, Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion, every year.
The official and easiest way to do this is at AnnualCreditReport.com. You'll enter some personal details and get a breakdown of everything: your car loan, any medical debt, old credit cards you've forgotten about.Your credit reports from each bureau will all look a little different because, well, those three companies are all separate from each other. They do
things their own way. Plus, there are no federal requirements forcing companies to report to all three bureaus, so some might have information that others don't. (Which is why it's important to get a copy of your report from each of the three companies every year). To protect yourself from fraud and just review your overall financial health, it's important to...
Read moreHow to Read Your ReportThat said, the information on your report is organized in a really similar way. If it's your first time reading a report, it's probably daunting.The Basic Anatomy of a Credit ReportMost of the info on your report is grouped into four main categories. They might be named something slightly different, but those categories
are:Personal informationPublic record informationCreditor informationCredit inquiriesYour Personal Information is pretty obvious: your name, any aliases you've used, your Social Security number, addresses, and so on. Your Public Record Information will include any legal issues like bankruptcies, liens, wage garnishments, and judgments (although there
have recently been some changes to reporting tax liens, we’ll get to that later). According to CreditCards.com, if you're looking at a TransUnion report, you'll also see an estimated date of removal for each item.Creditor Information is the meat of your report and includes all of your existing lines of credit. Did you neglect a debt and it was turned over to a
collections agency? That info will be included, too. Each line of credit will include some basic details:The status of the account: Is it current/open, closed, charged-off (sent to collections)?The responsibility of the account: Is it a joint or individual account?Your account balance: Your balance at the time of reportingYour most recent paymentPast due
information, if applicableYour credit limitlf you have any accounts that could hurt your credit, they’ll be in their own section entirely, usually called “adverse accounts” or “potentially negative items.” If you have an account in this section, you might have a late payment, an outstanding balance, or the account may have been sent to collections. Even if you're up-
to-date on your payments for that account, it could still be in this section, haunting you.And then there are Credit Inquiries. In this section, you'll find any people or businesses who have pulled and reviewed your credit report. It might be a mortgage lender if you're applying for a home loan, or a retail store, if you applied for a credit card with them. These are
called “hard pulls” or “hard inquiries,” and if you have too many at once, sometimes it can ding your score, but the ding is temporary.There are also “soft pulls.” This is when you pull your own credit report or a credit card company “pre-approves” you for a card. Soft pulls don't affect your credit.What Different Codes MeanYou might see some seemingly
random “codes” on your credit report that don’t make any sense. Here are some of the most common codes and what they mean, according to Bankitis:CURR ACCT: Account is current, in good standingCUR WAS 30-2: Account is current but was 30 days late twicePAID: Account balance paid off, inactive CHARGOFF: Unpaid balance charged off, credit
grantor no longer seeking balance (likely has been sent to collections)COLLECT: Account is seriously past due and has been sent to collectionsFORECLOS: Property was foreclosedBKLIQREQ: Debt forgiven via Chapter 7, 11 or 13DELINQ 60: Account 60 days past dueDispute Any Mistakeslf you think your report contains an error, or worse, fraud, file a
dispute. This is why it's crucial to check your report every year. If you see an account that's been open and you know for sure you never opened it, that could be a red flag for identity theft.Each credit reporting agency allows you to file a dispute online. According to Bankrate, When you order your report, TransUnion and Equifax offer a mail-in dispute form,
and Experian offers this on the last page of the consumer’s Experian credit report. You can also mail it into Equifax and TransUnion:Equifax1-866-238-8067Equifax DisputesP.O. Box 740256Atlanta, GA 30374-0256Equifax DisputesTransUnion1-800-916-8800TransUnion Disputes2 Baldwin Place, P.O. BOX 1000Chester, PA 19022 Here's a detailed guide
we've written for disputing errors. The Federal Trade Commission offers sample dispute letters, too.Dear Lifehacker, | recently checked my credit report and found a couple late payments that brought...Read moreYou Don’t Just Have One ScoreEven when you've reviewed your report and know where you stand, checking your score can be interesting (and
kind of fun if you're a money nerd).Keep in mind, though, you don't just have one credit score. You have hundreds of them because there isn'’t just one credit scoring company. Plus, different companies use different scoring models depending on what kind of loan you're taking out. Your mortgage lender might have their own model!Different scores have
different ranges, too. Some go up to 850; others go up to 990 or higher. So when you say “My credit score is 800,” technically, that doesn’t really mean much unless you know what score you're talking about.That said, when most people talk credit scores, they’re talking about your General FICO score, the one that ranges from 300 and 850. That’s the one
lenders are most likely to use, according to LearnVest. And here’s what the numbers mean:800 +: Excellent740 to 799: Very good670 to 739: Median, acceptable580 to 669: Fair579 and lower: Poorlf you check your score at two different places and it varies wildly, first look into what kind of score it is (it might be a VantageScore, which is a totally different
scoring company, although their ranges are similar) and then research the range they use.In general, though, your scores should be pretty similar. If they vary, it could be a different calculation or different information that’s reported to the bureau they pull from. | hate to sound like a broken record, but this is why it's crucial to check your report: if there’s a
problem somewhere, your report will reflect this. Your score is just a number.More and more, people are being told how important it is to "protect your credit score," "improve...Read moreWhere to Find Your ScoreSo how do you go about getting a copy of your score in the first place? It's easier than ever, which is probably why people are obsessed with their
scores now. Chances are, your bank offers a free glimpse at your score every month. Here are a few banks or credit card companies that do:Barclaycard: You can see your FICO score online for free. They can also email you if your score changes.First Bankcard: If you have a credit card with First National Bank, you can get a free copy of your FICO 8 score,
the same score they use to manage your account.Discover: Discover cardholders get a free copy of their FICO score on their monthly statement.Capital One Card: Cardholders have access to the Credit Tracker monitoring tool, which uses your TransUnion credit report to give you their own unique “Credit Tracker Score.” According to the sitelf your bank
doesn't offer this, or you just want to see another score, there are so many online tools that let you do this for free:Credit Sesame: We've discussed Credit Sesame’s tools before. They're known for their free monthly credit score and monitoring. They use your Experian score.Quizzle: Quizzle gives you a free copy of your VantageScore credit score and
Equifax credit report. Of course, no credit card is required.Mint: If you're a Mint user, you can opt to get a free copy of your score from Equifax, along with a free summary of your report.WalletHub: They have their own scoring model based on your TransUnion report. They also offer a free copy of this report and give you advice on how to improve your
credit.Credit Karma: We've named Credit Karma as one of our favorites, because they offer so many cool features that help protect you against identity theft.With all of these places, you do have to fork over your personal information so they can pull your data. Another word of caution: there are a lot of “free credit score” scams out there that trick you into a
monthly subscription service (shakes fist at FreeCreditReport.com). Watch out for these red flags:Asking you for credit card informationOffering a “free trial” periodRequiring some kind of “subscription”’Emailing you unsolicited attachments or linksThe FTC has some additional detail about credit repair scams here. While some credit repair companies are legit
(they usually just look at your report for errors), many scams abound. If a credit repair company promises to boost your score by 100 immediately, for example, steer clear.What Your Credit Score MeansOkay, so we've detailed what “good” and “bad” means in terms of your score, but what does that actually mean in the real world? As one reader asked:I've
already ranted about how improving your credit is more about making sure it doesn’t suck, but to recap: you don’t need excellent credit, you just need to be good enough. And | say this as someone with excellent credit. It hasn’t done much more for me than having good credit has. When | bought a house, they deferred to my husband’s credit, which was
good, but not excellent. When he decided to lease a car, | asked if my excellent credit could getus a better deal, and the salesman chuckled and actually said, “it doesn't really matter.”"Here’s how Forbes contributor Adam Levin puts it:The idea of “gaming” your already-excellent credit score to drive it up is not going to benefit you in any real substantive way —
there’s little or no difference between the interest rates or credit terms offered to people with an 800 and those offered to people with the elusive 850. So gaming it doesn’t help anything but your ego.In other words, as long as your credit isn't terrible, you're going to get the same level of perks at “good” as you will at “excellent.” Having good credit is more
about not having bad credit so you can:There are entire forums dedicated to the fine art of using credit card points to score thousands of Read moreAll the Changes Coming to CreditFinally, we’'d be remiss to not point out the recent changes with the credit scoring industry.Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion recently decided to change their standards for
reporting tax lien and civil judgment data on credit reports. If the data doesn't include a complete list of the person’s name, address, social security number, or date of birth, it won’t be included. This is significant, because like other negative items, paid tax liens stay on a person’s report for seven years.There are also changes to how medical debt is reported.
Effective September, the three bureaus will allow a 180-day “cooling off period” before any medical debt goes on a credit report. Medical debt is often reported before insurance companies even had time to pay them off, which makes it look like customers were delinquent when they weren’t. The new rule gives consumers or insurers enough time to pay these
bills before they go to collections. The bureaus will also remove medical debts that are paid by insurers after the 180th day.There are also some changes coming to VantageScore, a scoring model that’s not quite as widespread as FICO but still widely used. USA Today reports:Using what's known as trended data is the biggest change. The phrase means
credit scores will take into account the trajectory of a borrower’s debts on a month-to-month basis. So a person who is paying down debt is how likely to be scored better than a person who is making minimum monthly payments but has been slowly accumulating credit card debt.The new score will also ding you for having “excessively large” credit card limits,
which could be bad news for people with old, unused credit cards that are still open or people who like to open credit cards for the rewards. Those changes are expected to be implemented this fall. The change could mean that many of the tricks and hacks we use to boost our scores could backfire, once again highlighting the importance of your report over
your score.
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