Outer Banks Wildlife Road Safety Guide
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To learn more, access additional resources



http://www.theobcc.org/
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Why It Matters

Every year, hundreds of animals are injured or killed on Outer
Banks roads. Most of these accidents happen at night or during
early morning hours when wildlife is most active. Many species —
from marsh rabbits to river otters — move between soundside
wetlands and dune habitats, crossing roads I|ke NC-12 or smaller
neighborhood lanes.

The Outer Banks are also home to protected species like sea
turtles, piping plovers, and red wolves. Vehicle strikes can have
devastating effects on their already fragile populations. Slowing
down isn’t just courteous — it’s conservation in action.




DRIVE WITH CARE

KEEP IT SLOW

Posted speed limits exist

for a reason — most

roads on the islands double

as wildlife corridors. Slower speeds

give you time to react if an animal darts out.

USE YOUR LIGHTS WISELY

Dim high beams when approaching animals g
or other cars, bright lights can confuse
or freeze wildlife in place.

WATCH SHOULDERS AND DITCHES

You may spot eyeshine or movement
before the animal crosses.

AVOID DISTRACTIONS

Stay off your phone — even a few sconds
of inattention can mean tragedy
for small wildlife.

MIND THE WEATHER

Rain and fog push animals toward
higher, drior roadsides. Be extra alert
during storms or after heavy rainfall
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Feral horses and waterfowl may be near roads in northern areas
I|ke Corolla and Carova — glve them plenty of space. N
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o t ‘Many OutooBanks roads, mcludmg NC 12, are budt through

sunny patch of sand Movmg them gently in the d|rect|on
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. Vehicle strikes are one of the top human-caused threats to
species I|ke the red wolf and the marsh rabbit on themter
Banks. '

« By slowmg down jUSt 5 mph, a driver can double their

.reaction time — giving both people and W|IdI|fe a better
chance to stay safe. :

N




INVW .nps.gov

8 i . Network for Endangered Sea Turtles (NEST). (2024). Sea turtle protection-and-
% response hotline information. https://www.nestonline.o

How to stay safe and protect animals. h

ol ( /4
Outer Banks Coastal :S?vzﬂon/(oBCC) (2025). Og*r/ Banks wildlife road
safety guide. www.t cc.org \ . V4 4

7 /' Y, \‘\\

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (2023). Re’ wolf ecovery program: Road [/

4/// mortality prevention efforts. https //www fws.gov/project/ red-wolf-recovery-
program a8 | /


https://nc.audubon.org/
https://www.darenc.gov/
https://www.ncwildlife.org/
http://www.theobcc.org/
https://www.fws.gov/project/red-wolf-recovery-program
https://www.fws.gov/project/red-wolf-recovery-program

